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PEOPLE OF GOD:
ZEALOUS OF GOOD WORKS II

CURTIS A. CATES

One must not confuse zeal for the Lord's cause and devotion to the old
paths with zeal for a party, or sect, or human being. Very often, children of God
in certain congregations have been more enthusiastic about some evangelist,
some radical position, or some pet cause than they have been about genuine
Christianity. Many in Corinth were condemned because of their zeal for party-
ism, following men instead of Christ. Paul issued a scathing, severe condemna-
tion (I Cor. 1:10-17); it was not possible for them
even to partake scripturally of the Lord's supper (I Cor. 11:19-20, ASV). "...
there should be no schism in the body ..." (I Cor. 12:25). If they would not re-
pent, he would later come and "use sharpness” with them by the Lord's authority
(IT Cor. 13:10). Some zeal is selfish, worldly, divisive, and damning; it brings
embarrassment and destruction to the beautiful bride of Christ and to one's eter-
nal soul. Such partisans will march with the other goats from Christ's left hand
into the lake of fire, sadly, come judgment day (Matt. 25:31-33, 41, 46; Rom.
16:17-18; 11 Thess. 3:6, 14). The devil is an enemy of the cause of Christ and,
thus, of genuine zeal. He sets about to destroy every good work and every moti-
vation behind it. When the Lord's cause in any given area gets underway, it
seems but a short time before infantile jealousies, selfish, personal ambition, and
grabbing for power in little people raise their ugly, vicious heads. Who is a wise
man and endued with knowledge among you? let him shew out of a good conver-
sation his works with meekness of wisdom. But if ye have bitter envying and
strife in your hearts, glory not, and lie not against the truth. This wisdom descen-
deth not from above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish. For where envying and
strife is, there is confusion and every evil work (James 3:13-16). The Christian
must not walk "in strife and jealousy" (Rom. 13:13; cf. I Cor. 3:3; II Cor. 12:20;
Gal. 5:20; Acts 13:45). One must be very careful not to slip from genuine zeal
for God's cause to jealousy and partyism. The devil also seeks to destroy enthusi-
asm through works of the flesh (Gal. 5:16-21), against which every child of God
must do battle (I Cor. 9:27; Rom. 8:12-13).

Things Of Which Zeal Is Characterized
When God's people are "zealous of good works," they can be described
as possessing certain great and necessary qualities. These could be identified as
synonyms of zeal.
(Continued on Page 2)




(continued from Page 1)

A first quality which characterizes
zeal is FERVOR.

This great attitude of heart destroys laziness and
leads to service and work. Not slothful in business; fer-
vent in spirit; serving the Lord (Rom. 12:11). The child
of God must have a heart that is afire with zeal; this atti-
tude is seen when Titus told Paul of the Corinthians'
warmth of heart toward him. ... when he told us your ear-
nest desire, your mourning, your fervent mind toward
me; so that I rejoiced the more (II Cor. 7:7). This is the
type of fire of love that we are to have for our brethren. ...
love one another with a pure heart fervently (I Peter
1:22). And above all things have fervent charity among
yourselves: for charity shall cover the multitude of sins (I
Peter 4:8). Fervor must describe the true light, or influ-
ence, we display to the world. As the light of the world
and a city upon a hill, God's people are to, Let your light
so shine before men, that they may see your good works,
and glorify your Father which is in heaven (Matt. 5:16).
We are, ... in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation,
among whom ye shine as lights in the world (Phil. 2:15).
We must, ... have no fellowship with the unfruitful works
of darkness, but rather reprove them (Eph. 5:11). This
requires those who are spiritually asleep to, ... Awake ...
and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light
(Eph. 5:14). We must don the armor of light and put off
wickedness; otherwise, our lights cannot shine (Rom.
13:11-14). Fervor involves the heart (Matt. 5:8). We must
be, ... servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the
heart; with good will doing service, as to the Lord, and
not to men (Eph. 6:6-7). And whatsoever ye do, do it
heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men; Know that of
the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance:
for ye serve the Lord Christ (Col. 3:23-24). One who
loves the Lord fervently (Luke 10:27) and trusts in Him
with all his heart (Prov. 3:5) will serve Him heartily. To
be continued...... Lee

we find gladness in all its toil and difficulty, its pleas-
ure and success, and even in its failure and sorrow. We
would look always away from ourselves, and behold
the glory and the need of the world that we may have
the will and the strength to bring the gift of gladness to
others; that with them we stand to bear the burden and
heat of the day and offer Thee the praise of work well
done. In Christ’s name. Amen.
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Members
Polly Giles Linda Parker Melvin
Cargle
Eileen La Rue Dorothy Wheeler Modeen
Addington Mary Cargle Cora
Davis Connie Cowart
Grace Varner Ray Varner

Friends and Family
Robert C. Anderson (multiple sclerosis, son-in-law of Dorothy
Schreiber)
Don Cobb (severe problems with heart replacement, brother of
Mike Upchurch)
Josephine Toussaint (failing health, mother of the Musgraves)
Stan Coleman (taking new cancer agent, no new cancer
growths brother of Warren Coleman)
Janice Brandon (4th stage cancer, chemo, relative of Peggie
Rhodes)
Bobby Gayton (prostate cancer, preacher at Cartersville Church
of Christ)
Lloyd Fisher (cancer, father of a friend of Lee Davis and Ray
Varner)
J. D. Sanders (cancer all over his body, brother of Dean Smith)
Alana Martin (auto accident in CO, critical, granddaughter of
Jerry Martin, preacher of Cordova congregation in Memphis
and instructor for Memphis School of Preaching)
Sarah Powell (continuing medical problems, former member)
Nancy Laws (Lou Gehrig’s
Mrs. Dean (rare type breast cancer, Friend of Bill Gooch)
Amber Kenyon (advanced cancer, wife of Brian, Director of
Florida SOP)
Teresa Powers (cancer, wife of Larry Powers, preacher friend of
Lee Davis)
Viola Rogers (fell and broke the bone above her ankle, regular
visitor )
Joel Johnson (complications, triple bypass heart surgery, grandfa-
ther of Michael)
Melissa Stephens & Family (medical problems, daughter of Peggie
Rhodes)
Howard Burnette (pneumonia and sepsis following surgery, father
of Brad)
Paul & Sarah Dangar (Sarah suffering from extreme pain lower
back and leg. Paul fell and is being checked by his doctor. Parents
of David)

Serving in the Military

di sease,

| Birthdays & Anniversa-

) 03/29 Dean Smith
' 03/30 Paula Landerfelt
n
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NEWS FROM NORTH COBB...

| Events & Activities at North

03/29 Monday Night for the Master @ 6:00 p.m.
03/30 Bible Correspondence Group @ 10:00 a.m.
04/11-16 Men’s Florida Retreat

05/2-5 Gospel Meeting with Brother Curtis Cates

Good Works Initiative...

The NCCC (North Cobb church of Christ) Good Works Initiative
desires to assist the North Cobb members and guests with transpor-
tation needs to and from worship services. They will also assist
with transportation to and from medical appointments and general
points of interest (grocery shopping, errands). Please contact Amy
Hoelscher at 770-715-8318 if you need these services or would like
to be put on a call list for rides to church in bad weather.

Annual Mends Florida
The Annual Men’s Florida Retreat is scheduled for April 11-16 at
the Hutto’s River House in Palatka. All men of the congregation
are invited to attend. A sign-up sheet is posted on the bulletin
board. Please see Bill Hutto if you have questions.

Guest Speaker...

Brother Lee will be attend the Memphis School of Preaching Lec-
tureships this month and in his absence Don Giles will speak at the
a.m. services on March 28 and Tate Williams will speak at the p.m.
service.

WELCOME VISITORS!
YOU ARE OUR HONORED GUESTS

We are pleased the Lord has brought you to
our worship services. We pray He will bless you as we
worship Him today.

Please fill out the visitors card located on the
back of the pew and pass it to the center aisle. We
would like a record of your attendance.

Hearing Impaired equipment is available.
Please ask the usher for assistance.

Area Events

06/6-11 Villa Rica Future Preacher and Church
Leader

Camp. More information to come.
10/2010 Inspiration Day in Sahiwal, Paki-
stan to hear

the Gospel of Christ. The theme is
“Christ is

Al i ve”. A work of t
try at the

he Wo

Georgia School of Preaching and Biblical Studies
Marietta Campus I Spring 2010

The spring classes for the Marietta campus will begin Mon-
day, March 22nd and Tuesday, March 23. Please see the
bulletin board for a list of the classes and enrollment forms.
If you have questions or need more information, please con-
tact Lee Davis

Good News Today with James Watkins
INSP (Inspiration Network) Sunday 7 am; INSP -
Dishnet, channel 259; direcTV, 364, Check local cable

Preaching the Gospel - James Watkins, Speaker
Good News Today; see GBN, 24/7, Broadband: go to

GBNTV.org, click on the live stream

I n Search of itViacdyoh ioSpedlé@rs
INSP (Inspiration Network) at 7:30 A.M. on Sunday

Wa y

WEEKLY CONTRIBUTION & ATTENDANCE

Sunday, March 14 Sunday, March 21
Contribution: $3,435.00 N/A
A.M. Attendance: 101 A.M. Attendance: N/A

P.M. Attendance: 67 P.M. Attendance: N/A




Privileged to Serve...
SUNDAY AM MARCH 28 APRIL 4
. Prep Communion The Williams The Huttos
Le.e_DaVIS 770-424-6611 | Greeters The Stephens Peggie Rhodes
Minister Cell 678-907-9911 Daisy Leverance
e-mail Song Leader James Long Keith Lowrance
leedavis@ i Announcements James Long Keith Lowrance
e.leedavis@gmail.com Opening Prayer Elmer La Rue Fred Glass
Offi Communion Larry Stubblefield Larry Stubblefield
1Cce 770-424-6611 Kenneth Lock Bobby Williams
Bobby Williams Mike Upchurch
Fax No: (770) 424-6012 Mike McBride Tim Thompson
. Bill Hutto James Hollowa
e-mail ad- Y
ncccoffice@bellsouth.net Ray Varner Mark Roby
dress Scripture Reading Michael Johnson Bill Hutto
Closing Prayer Keith Lowrance Richard Parker
SUNDAY PM MARCH 28 APRIL 4
Announcements David Dangar James Long
Godoés Pl an of Sehinypayd | o ffhrtoke onr Fisher
Song Leader vid Dangar James Long
f Hear the gospei Romans 10:1517 |Lord's Supp {;’f‘fg‘{sgl‘;f;;fe“ Iéifrylesstﬁﬁfefizi
gigg;%r;li?/ae?mg Charles Landerfelt Wallace Smith
¥ Believe the gospél Mark 16:15-16 WEDNESDAY MARCH 31 APRIL 7
Don Cowart Barrett Hutto
Announcements
FT] . Don Cowart Barrett Hutto
¥ Repent of Sing Acts 17:30 Is)g;lyge?eader Will Hutto Will Hutto
. . Wallace Smith Ken Lock
7 Ci/rl‘]f?tis CT(I)S-é,ZggsaVIGr USHERS R. D. Stephens Michael Johnson
atthew 19 NURSERY CONTRIBUTION
o _ _ m COUNTERS
¥ Be baptized into Christ Galatians 3:27| ¢ ivlefield Keith Lowrance
Sue Healey
¥ Live a faithful Christian life i If you are unable to serve at your ap-
. APRIL 4 7 . y p
Revelation 2:10 AM: Jo Nell Hutto pointed time, please call Ken Lock @
Sarah Dangar 7702945247
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