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“Boxing With God”

by Tom Wacaster

Boxing is not as popular as it was in the last century. Great pugilists such as Ca-
cius Clay (Mohammed Ali), Joe Lewis, and George Foreman were as well
known as popular baseball greats or football heroes of today. Old men often talk
of the “fight of the century,” or the “match at Madison Square Garden that would
go down in history.” As great as some of those boxing contests might have been,
they pale in comparison to the TKO that God gave Pharaoh as recorded in Exo-
dus chapter 14. In order to appreciate the points we will make in this week’s
“Tom’s Pen,” let me encourage you to take just a moment and read Exodus
14:15-31, for it is in that chapter that we read of Pharaoh’s final attempt to thwart
the purpose and plan of God. The very words thrill our soul and encourage us!
What must it have been like for those who were there? What impression did it
leave on their hearts and minds? This passage might very well be divided into
the following homiletic outline: (1) Pharaoh’s Fist, 14:5-10; (2) Israel’s Fear,
14:11-12; (3) Moses’ Faith, 14:13-14; (4) God’s Fight, 14:15-21; (5) Pharaoh’s
Foolishness, 14:23-28; and (5) Israel’s Faith, 14:22 and 29-31. It is the fourth
point where we find Pharaoh boxing with God.

It has been at least four decades since I heard a sermon titled, “Boxing
with God.” Today I could not give you the details of that sermon, or the date
when I heard it. But the title of that sermon made a lasting impression upon me
at that time, so much so that I find myself often thinking of the foolishness of
men who have found themselves “boxing with God.” Pharaoh had “climbed into
the ring” with God, and that arrogant and rebellious king would soon realize that
he was “boxing with God.” God would knock Pharaoh out in three swift
punches. First, God opened a way for Israel’s deliverance and the means of Phar-
aoh’s destruction. “Stretch out thine had over the sea, and divide it: and the chil-
dren of Israel shall go on dry ground through the midst of the sea” (14:16). That
same open sea, and dry ground, would tempt Pharaoh to “follow them,” but this
to his ultimate destruction. Second, God stood between Pharaoh and Israel, pro-
viding a fire of light to Israel, and a cloud of darkness to their enemies (14:19-
20). God protected Israel while fighting Pharaoh, “so that the one came not near
the other all night” (14:20). Third, God “troubled the host of the Egyp-
tians” (14:24). The Hebrew ‘hamam’ means “to put in commotion, to disturb,
crush, discomfit, or vex” (Strong). This would be followed by the complete
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destruction of Pharaoh’s army with the flood waters of
the Red Sea as they returned upon these enemies of God.
With a one-two-three punch, God rescued Israel and de-
stroyed their enemies so that they would “see them again
no more forever” (14:13).

There is an important truth that emerges from this inci-
dent. Pharaoh is an example of the masses of humanity
who have, in their persistent rebellion against God,
passed the point of no return in their rebellion and oppo-
sition to the Almighty and who will, on that final Judg-
ment Day, find themselves the recipients of God’s knock-
out blow to all of His enemies. There is a day coming,
when all of the enemies of God shall be cast into the lake
of fire (Revelation 19:20). The atheists and agnostics,
the greedy and the godless, the enemies and enraged an-
tagonists of God Almighty shall meet their Maker as did
Pharaoh of old. In that day the abortionist will know that
life began at conception. In that day every evolutionist
(theistic evolutionists included) will know that the Bibli-
cal account is precisely how it all began. In that day
every Senator and Representative in Washington will
know you cannot govern a nation without the aid and
blessing of Jehovah God. In that day, when we, as God’s
people, are received into heaven and the arrogant and
antagonistic enemies of God are overwhelmed in the
fiery flood that shall come upon them, we will realize
that our struggles have been worth it all.  When time
gives way to eternity, and this world and all therein is
burned up (2 Peter 3:10-12), you and I will sit at the feet
of the God who has redeemed us, and we will not only
sing the song of Moses — we will sing the song of Moses
and the Lamb for all eternity! Won’t that be a grand day?

The Silencing of God Seminar
with Dave Miller

September 25-26
Piedmont Road church of Christ
9/25: 9:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.
9/26: 9:30 a.m. — 2:30 p.m., lunch at noon

“The Silencing of God” seminar is designed to
awaken Christians to the urgent need to recall our
nation from the moral and spiritual depths to which
she has plunged. It issues a stirring call to reaffirm
the biblical values that are being systematically
stripped from our public life.
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Polly Giles Linda Parker Melvin
Cargle
Eileen La Rue Dorothy Wheeler Modeen
Addington Mary Cargle Cora
Davis Connie Cowart
Ray Varner Elmer La Rue Eloise
Stephens Michael Johnson Ed
Hunter Mickey Bassett

Friends and Family
Robert C. Anderson (multiple sclerosis, son-in-law of Dorothy
Schreiber)
Don Cobb (severe problems with heart replacement, brother of
Mike Upchurch)
Josephine Toussaint (failing health, mother of the Musgraves)
Bobby Gayton (prostate cancer, preacher at Cartersville Church of
Christ)
J. D. Sanders (advanced cancer, brother of Dean Smith)
Amber Kenyon (advanced cancer, wife of Brian, Director of Florida
SOP)
Teresa Powers (cancer, wife of Larry Powers, preacher friend of lee
Davis)
Joel Johnson (problems from previous triple bypass heart surgery, grand-
father of Michael )
Katie Mayhall (colon surgery and other health problems, sister of
Peggie Rhodes
Debbie Richey (cancer, mother of Neil Richey, preacher at Pied-
mont Road)
Marie Sanders (nursing home, therapy to gain strength, mother of
Dean Smith)
James
nephew)
Curtis Cates (chronic Leukemia, gospel preacher, dear friend of
Lee Davis)
Lloyd Ingerson (2 surgeries pending following recent heart sur-
gery, uncle of Jim
Jeff Beasley (improving after heart surgery, son of Maxine Hoover)
Bill Rhodes (serious fall, 7 broken ribs and punctured lung, hus-
band of Peggie)
Donna Boden (blood clotting factor #9, serious, daughter of the
Cargles)
Joyce Powers (Cancer & lung and breast, sister of Bill Rhodes)
James Powers (heart attack, kidney problems, brother-in-law of
Billy Rhodes)
Betty Glenn (congestive heart failure, mother of Tim Thompson)
Judy Duke (colon cancer, niece of Mickey Bassett)
Jacob Cochran (health issues, great-grandson of Peggie Rhodes)
Rich Richardson (rehab following torn rotator cuff surgery, former
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NEWS FROM NORTH COBB...

| Events & Activities at North

09/07 Bible Correspondence Group @ 10:00 a.m.

09/17 Congregational “Get To Know You” Fellow-
ship @6:30 p.m.

09/25 Young Adult Devo hosted by James & Sarah

10/09 Long

10/10-13 Wallace & Dean’s Annual Fish Fry

Baptism...
We rejoice with Mark Roby who was baptized into Christ on
Thursday, August 26.

Sympathy...

We extend our sympathy to Bob and Sue Healey and their fam-
ily. Sue’s father, Aurelio Romeu, passed away on Sunday, Au-
gust 29. Funeral services were held this week in Mishawaka, IN

Friday Night Congregational Fellow-
ship...

Our Friday Night Congregational “Get To Know You” Fellow-
ship will be September 17 at 6:30 p.m. Please bring family pho-
tos and family history to share. Also, please bring finger foods,
drinks, desserts and your favorite games for an evening of fun
and fellowship.

Young Adult Devo...

The September Young Adult Devo will be hosted by James &
Sarah Long on September 25 at Rock Town (Pigeon Mountain).
We will leave the church parking lot at 7:00 a.m. and return at
2:00 p.m. If you have questions, please see James or Sarah.

The Gospel Journal
The July issue of The Gospel Journal has arrived and each fam-
ily can pick up a copy in the foyer.

Jule L. Miller Video & DVD...

If you have Video or DVD copies of the Jule L. Miller “The
Visualized Bible Study Series”, please return to the church of-
fice. Copies are needed for Bible Studies.

Sermons on DVD & CBDiq

DVD and CD copies are not available for all sermons since
May Ist. We try to put 2 sermons on each DVD/CD. Cost will
be $1 per disk. Please see Keith Lowrance for more informa-
tion.

Bible Correspondence Program...
Series 8 has been added to the Bible Correspondence Program.
Please contact your family and friends to let them know this
new series is available. Please see Fred Glass if you have ques-
tions.

Upcoming Gospel Meeting in Octo-

WELCOME VISITORS!

YOU ARE OUR HONORED GUESTS

We are pleased the Lord has brought you to
our worship services. We pray He will bless you as we
worship Him today.

Please fill out the visitors card located on the
back of the pew and pass it to the center aisle. We
would like a record of your attendance.

Hearing Impaired equipment is available.
Please ask the usher for assistance.

Area Events

08/30-31 Classes began at Georgia School of

Preaching

& Biblical Studies, Marietta Campus.

Please see

the bulletin board for Registration

Forms and a

list of classes to be offered.
08/21-25 Moreland Avenue Church of Christ

will

celebrate their 100th Anniversary at
the

Emery Conference Center Hotel in At-
lanta.

the theme is A Century of Marching
for the

Master
09/16 Raintree Village will host their annual

Good News Today with James WatKins

INSP (Inspiration Network) Sunday 7 am; INSP -
Dishnet, channel 259; direcTV, 364, Check local cable

(DN

Preaching the Gospel - James Watkins, Speaker
Good News Today; see GBN, 24/7, Broadband: go to

GBNTV.org, click on the live stream

In Search of the Lord’s Way — Mac Lyon — Speaker

INSP (Inspiration Network) at 7:30 A.M. on Sunday

WEEKLY CONTRIBUTION & ATTENDANCE

Sunday, August 22

Contribution: $4,086.00

A.M. Attendance: 127

P.M. Attendance: 80
Wed. P.M. Attendance: 62

Sunday, August 29

Contribution: $3,194.00
A.M. Attendance: 112
P.M. Attendance: N/A

Wed. P.M. Attendance: 62




Lee Davis 770-424-6611
Minister Cell 678-907-9911
e-mail:
e.leedavis@gmail.com
Office

770-424-6611
Fax No: (770) 424-6012

e-mail ad-
dress ncccoffice@bellsouth.net
Web Ad- http://northcobb.cofc.us

Missions
Domestic:

Todd Harley, Tooele church of Christ, Utah
Students at Memphis School of Preaching
Gospel Broadcasting Network

Foreign:
Patrick Swayne, Melbourne, Australia

Scott Shanahan, Micronesia For The Master

Individuals from North Cobb church sup-
port:

Peter Chin/Far-East World Evangelism

Four Seas College of Bible and Missions
Gary Young, Tasmania

John Grubb, TFTW — Chinese Work

Privileged to Serve...

SUNDAY AM
Prep Communion
Greeters

Song Leader
Announcements
Opening Prayer
Communion

Scripture Reading
Closing Prayer

SUNDAY PM
Announcements
Opening Prayer

Song Leader
Lordds Supp
Scripture Reading
Closing Prayer

WEDNESDAY
Announcements
Song Leader
Prayer

USHERS

NURSERY
SEPTEMBER 5

AM: Naomi Hollo-
way

SEPTEMBER 5
The Parkers

The Stephens
David Dangar
David Dangar
Fred Glass

Jeff Fisher
Bobby Williams
Mike Upchurch
Tim Thompson
James Holloway
Mark Roby

Bill Hutto
Raymond Guy

SEPTEMBER 5
James Long

R. D. Stephens
James Long

Jeff Fisher

Jim Maxwell
Wallace Smith

SEPTEMBER 8
Barrett Hutto
Barrett Hutto

Will Hutto

Keith Lowrance
Will Hutto

CONTRIBUTION

COUNTERS
Wallace Smith

SEPTEMBER 12
The Huttos

The Healeys
James Long
James Long
Don Giles

Will Hutto
James Maxwell
Michael Johnson
Bob Healey

Tim Thompson
Fred Glass

Jim Ingerson
Bruce Daniell

SEPTEMBER 12
David Dangar

Ray Varner

David Dangar

Will Hutto

Bill Hutto

James Long

SEPTEMBER 15
James Long

James Long

Larry Stubblefield

Tim Thompson
Michael Johnson

Lee Davis, Short Term Mission Trips to Myra Williams
South East Asia and other places throughout | SEPTEMBER 12 If you are unable to serve at your ap-
th 1d AM: Dawn pointed time, please call Don Giles @
cwor Stubblefield 770-4434488
Sue Healey
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