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Forsaking The Assembly
by Tom Wacaster

My travels in raising funds, giving reports, and filling in preaching at various loca-
tions has reminded me that our brethren continue to struggle with faithful attendance.
I have visited congregations where the drop in attendance from Sunday morning to
Sunday evening is shameful. A number of years ago I visited a congregation in
Texas where the Sunday morning attendance was more than 80, and the evening at-
tendance was only 15% of the morning figure. Such was not due to sickness, or trav-
els, or some kind of emergency. That was, as one of the members noted, the regular
practice; or what the inspired writer referred to as the “custom.” On the other hand, I
have visited congregations where the difference between morning and evening wor-
ship is only minimal, and that on a regular basis. But for the most part, the average
decline between AM and PM worship runs somewhere around 30% (give or take a
percentage). The admonition that we “consider one another to provoke unto love
and good works; not forsaking our own assembling together...but exhorting one an-
other” largely goes unheeded by many a weak saint.

While there are certainly exceptions due to age, health, and perhaps travel obliga-
tions, those who miss Sunday evening services do so because they “choose” to be
absent. The heart is the seat of all actions, and where the heart leads the feet are
swift to follow. Habitual absenteeism is a heart problem. It is reflected in the ne-
glect and apathy regarding the works of the church, and is manifest in the neglect of
the worship assembly. In my commentary “Studies in Hebrews,” I included the fol-
lowing excellent quotes from good brethren who have addressed this problem that
plagues God's people in every generation:

If we never determine the day here covered, it will not lessen one degree the divine
prohibition, 'not forsaking our own assembling together," which unto this day is still a
custom of too many and a curse within the church. The fact that many do it with
clock-like regularity but adds weight to the Hebrew writer calling it a custom. Itis a
public sin that needs a public confession with penitence to correct it. This is as much
a 'not' as those found in Romans 13:9. As we are not to commit adultery, nor kill, nor
steal, so we are not to forsake the assembling of ourselves together....Far more than
just the missing, it is the attitude one must have toward the Master that led him to
miss which crowns this act with shame. We do not love the Lord, His Church, His
Word, His worship, His service and sacrifice as we should or we wouldn't miss!
Some, in order to emphasize the grace of God, tend to justify 'missing a few services'
or 'missing now and then,' or 'if missing one time would condemn us, then none of us
will make it.' The inherent danger here causes us to raise and answer some questions
lest some be deceived into thinking they can 'get away' with some known violations
(Dayton Keesee).

(Continued on Page 2)
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Perhaps there is nothing so much needed in current America as
a return to the old-fashioned virtue of church attendance. Our
beloved nation was founded by a generation of church-goers;
and, although the Puritans and the settlers at Jamestown have
been made to appear rather ridiculous in contemporary litera-
ture, being hailed as dull, hypocritical, and intolerant; it is nev-
ertheless true that such a caricature is false. They were not dull
or uninteresting. The eloquent literature of those far-off days
denies the current slanders against that generation of spiritual
giants who lived on the highest plane of religious conviction,
whose emotions ebbed and flowed with the tides of eternity,
and whose men of letters, such as Whittier, Hawthorne, and
Longfellow, captured in their writings the immortal loveliness
of that people. Moreover, as the noted radio preacher, Charles
L. Goodell, said, "Wherever there is a town meeting house, a
free school, a free church, or an open Bible, those forbears of
ours might lay their hands upon them and say, "All these are
our children'." Our greatest institutions are the fruits of their
church-going; and when any generation shall forsake the house
of prayer and worship, that generation is dangerously near to
losing those institutions inherited through the piety of others.
As for the cliché that 'mere church attendance' is without value,
we do not speak of 'mere' church attendance, but of whole-
hearted, sincere, devout, and faithful public worship of Al-
mighty God through Christ; and as for the falsehood that peo-
ple can worship God anywhere they are, it is refuted by the fact
that they don't! When people do not attend worship, they do
not give, nor pray, nor sing God's praise, nor observe the Lord's
Supper, nor study the sacred scriptures, all of which things are
related to the public worship and have practically no existence
apart from it. Then let people heed the commandment in this
verse that they should not forsake the assembly of the church;
and the fact that some do, as was the case then, is no permis-
sion for the faithful to follow an unfaithful example. Reasons
why people forsake the assembly are rationally explained, ar-
dently advocated by them that wish to defect, and established
with all kinds of charges, excuses, allegations, and insinuations
against the church; but the only true reason for disobeying this
basic commandment is simply unbelief, or the carelessness and
sin which lead to unbelief (Coffman, page 235).

The various reasons that men offer for missing the services are
ludicrous to say the least. When business, recreation, personal
desires, unexpected company, bad weather, et al, are offered to
others as a "legitimate" excuse for absenting one from worship
to God, it sends forth the message (whether intended or not)
that these things are more important than one's devotion and
worship to God.

There is one more item that needs to be addressed before we
close this week’s column. The neglect of the assembly will
eventually lead the neglect in other spiritual responsibilities
that rest upon the child of God. Forsaking the assembly is only
the first step into the far country; the journey away from God,
once begun, will eventually lead the man into the proverbial
spiritual (and moral) pigpen. Such is the inevitable conse-
quence of forsaking the assembly! Think about it!
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Members
Polly Giles Linda Parker Melvin
Cargle
Eileen La Rue Dorothy Wheeler Modeen
Addington Mary Cargle Cora
Davis Connie Cowart
Ray Varner Elmer La Rue Eloise
Stephens Michael Johnson Ed
Hunter Mickey Bassett
Sue Healey

Friends and Family
Robert C. Anderson (multiple sclerosis, son-in-law of Dorothy
Schreiber)
Don Cobb (severe problems with heart replacement, brother of
Mike Upchurch)
Josephine Toussaint (failing health, mother of the Musgraves)
Bobby Gayton (prostate cancer, preacher at Cartersville Church of
Christ)
J. D. Sanders (advanced cancer, brother of Dean Smith)
Amber Kenyon (advanced cancer, wife of Brian, Director of Florida
SOP)
Teresa Powers (cancer, wife of Larry Powers, preacher friend of lee
Davis)
Joel Johnson (problems from previous triple bypass heart surgery, grand-
father of Michael )
Katie Mayhall (colon surgery and other health problems, sister of
Peggie Rhodes
Aurelio Romeu (terminal cancer, father of Sue Healey )
Debbie Richey (cancer, mother of Neil Richey, preacher at Pied-
mont Road)
Marie Sanders (nursing home, therapy to gain strength, mother of
Dean Smith)
James Cargle (throat cancer, treatments to begin soon, Melvin’s
nephew)
Curtis Cates (chronic Leukemia, gospel preacher, dear friend of
Lee Davis)
Lloyd Ingerson (2 surgeries pending following recent heart sur-
gery, uncle of Jim
Jeff Beasley (delayed heart surgery, son of Maxine Hoover)
Bill Rhodes (serious fall, 7 broken ribs and punctured lung, hus-
band of Peggie)
Donna Boden (blood clotting factor #9, serious, daughter of the
Cargles)
Joyce Powers (Cancer - lung and breast, sister of Bill Rhodes)
James Powers (heart attack, kidney problems, brother-in-law of
Billy Rhodes)
Sherry Richardson (knee surgery, former member, her address on
bulletin board)
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! 08/23 Pearl Clunes
' 08/30 Lennox Musgrave

’ ‘?'. 08/31 Richard & Linda Parker (49
IQ | ] 09/01 years)
“ 09/02 Richard Parker
09/02 David Dangar
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NEWS FROM NORTH COBSB...

| Events & Activities at North

08/29 5th Sunday Congregational Update

08/30 Bible Correspondence Group @ 10:00 a.m.

09/25 Young Adult Devo hosted by James & Sarah
Long

5th Sunday Congregational Up-

date...

Today is our 5th Sunday Congregational Update. The busi-
ness update will be at the beginning of the Bible class pe-
riod. After worship services we will enjoy a covered dish
luncheon in the Fellowship Hall. Please bring your favorite
covered dishes, drinks and desserts.

We will reassemble in the auditorium for Prayer
Service which will serve as our 6:00 p.m. worship. There
will be someone at the building at 6:00 p.m. for those who
could not attend Sunday morning.

Young Adult Devo...

The September Young Adult Devo will be hosted by James
& Sarah Long on September 25 at Rock Town (Pigeon
Mountain). We will leave the church parking lot at 7:00 a.m.
and return at 2:00 p.m. If you have questions, please see
James or Sarah.

Nursery Attendants Needed...
We are in need of Nursery Attendants for Sunday morning
worship. If you would like to help, please see Jo Nell.

The Gospel Journal
The July issue of The Gospel Journal has arrived and each
family can pick up a copy in the foyer.

Jule L. Miller Video & DVD...

If you have Video or DVD copies of the Jule L. Miller “The
Visualized Bible Study Series”, please return to the church
office. Copies are needed for Bible Studies.

Address Change...

Former member, Jean Smith, has moved. Her new address
and phone number follows: Jean Smith; 420 Vess Road,
Chatsworth, GA 30705; Phone: 706-92-3121.

Sermons on DVD & CD

DVD and CD copies are not available for all sermons since
May 1st. We try to put 2 sermons on each DVD/CD. Cost
will be $1 per disk. Please see Keith Lowrance for more in-

WELCOME VISITORS!

YOU ARE OUR HONORED GUESTS

We are pleased the Lord has brought you to
our worship services. We pray He will bless you as we
worship Him today.

Please fill out the visitors card located on the
back of the pew and pass it to the center aisle. We
would like a record of your attendance.

Hearing Impaired equipment is available.
Please ask the usher for assistance.

Area Events

08/30-31 Classes begin at Georgia School of
Preaching

& Biblical Studies, Marietta Campus.
Please see

the bulletin board for Registration
Forms and a

list of classes to be offered.

08/21-25 Moreland Avenue Church of Christ
will
celebrate their 100th Anniversary at

the

Emery Conference Center Hotel in At-
lanta.

the theme is A Century of Marching
for the

Master
09/16 Raintree Village will host their annual

Good News Today with James Watkins
INSP (Inspiration Network) Sunday 7 am; INSP -
Dishnet, channel 259; direcTV, 364, Check local cable

Preaching the Gospel - James Watkins, Speaker
Good News Today; see GBN, 24/7, Broadband: go to

GBNTV.org, click on the live stream

I n Search of itViacdyoh ioSpedlé@rs
INSP (Inspiration Network) at 7:30 A.M. on Sunday

WEEKLY CONTRIBUTION & ATTENDANCE

Sunday, August 15 Sunday, August 22
Contribution: $3,391.00 Contribution: $4,086.00
A.M. Attendance: 95 A.M. Attendance: 127
P.M. Attendance: 70 P.M. Attendance: 80

Wed. P.M. Attendance: 62 Wed. P.M. Attendance: 62

Wa y



Lee Davis 770-424-6611
Minister Cell 678-907-9911
e-mail:
e.leedavis@gmail.com
Office

770-424-6611
Fax No: (770) 424-6012

e-mail ad-
dress ncccoffice@bellsouth.net
Web Ad- http://northcobb.cofc.us

Missions
Domestic:

Todd Harley, Tooele church of Christ, Utah
Students at Memphis School of Preaching
Gospel Broadcasting Network

Foreign:
Patrick Swayne, Melbourne, Australia

Scott Shanahan, Micronesia For The Master

Individuals from North Cobb church sup-
port:

Peter Chin/Far-East World Evangelism

Four Seas College of Bible and Missions
Gary Young, Tasmania

John Grubb, TFTW — Chinese Work

Lee Davis, Short Term Mission Trips to
South East Asia and other places throughout

Privileged to Serve...

SUNDAY AM AUGUST 29 SEPTEMBER 5§
Prep Communion The Huttos The Parkers
Greeters The Smiths The Stephens
Song Leader Jim Ingerson David Dangar
Announcements Jim Ingerson David Dangar
Opening Prayer Bruce Daniell Fred Glass
Communion Ray Varner Jeff Fisher

Bobby Williams Bobby Williams

Mike Upchurch Mike Upchurch

Tim Thompson
James Holloway

Tim Thompson
James Holloway

Mark Roby Mark Roby
Scripture Reading Barrett Hutto Bill Hutto
Closing Prayer Ray Varner Raymond Guy
SUNDAY PM AUGUST 29 SEPTEMBER 5
Announcements Kenneth Lock James Long
i Don Cowart R. D. Stephens
Opening Prayer P
S(f)ng Le%ldery Kenneth Lock James Long
Lord’s Supper James Long Jeff Fisher
Scripture Readin, Mark Roby Jim Maxwell
Closl:;ng Prayer & Don Giles Wallace Smith
WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 1 SEPTEMBER 9
Announcements Barrett Hutto James Long
Song Leader Barrett Hutto James Long
Prayer Keith Lowrance Larry Stubblefield
Kenneth Lock Keith Lowrance
HER - .
us S Michael Johnson Will Hutto
CONTRIBUTION
NURERY  Countrms
AM- Mot | Bobby Williams

AM: Misty Johnson

Grace Varner
SEPTEMBER 5

AM: Naomi Hollo-  |f you are unable to serve at your ap-

pointed time, please call Don Giles @
the world " Myra illiams 7704434488
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