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"The Old Watch"
by Tom Wacaster

It has been a few years since the old watch quit working. That old
Timex watch succumbed to the ravages of time and age. Contrary to popular
belief, even the watch that "takes a licking and keeps on ticking" finally gave
up the ghost. I came across that old watch sometime back, and wondered why
I had discarded it for a new one. It did not take me long to remember why I
put that which was nigh unto vanishing away into an old box in my closet in
exchange for a new one at the local super market. I could not rely upon the
Timex. The problem was not that it never ran. It ran great - when it ran. But
for some reason when the long hand approached the 12, it would stick. It
never stuck in the same place either. Sometimes it was around the 10; at other
times around the 11, or just shy of the 12. Sometimes it would stick for just a
second or two; more often than not, however, it stuck for several minutes at a
time. So over the course of just a few hours the watch would be so far off
time that it was, for all practical purposes, useless.

I've known a lot of brethren that are like that old watch. Every congre-
gation has their fair share of unreliable members. Oh, they run great when the
hand is on the down side of 12. But when it became an uphill struggle to
reach the high mark, they would get stuck, bogged down on first one thing and
then another. When all is said and done, such brethren simply cannot be relied
upon.

Webster defines "reliable" as, "to rest with confidence, as when we are
satisfied of the veracity, integrity, or ability of persons, or of the certainty of
facts or of evidence; to trust with, on, or upon." The Bible puts it this way:
"Who shall sojourn in thy tabernacle? ..... He that sweareth to his own hurt,
and changeth not" (Psalms 15:4). Once a promise is made, even if circum-
stances should turn out to be not as ideal as we had anticipated, we are obli-
gated to follow through on our commitment. Even if it means our own "hurt."
While we may not be shocked at the lack of dependability of those who are not
members of the Lord's body, we are taken aback at the increasing number of
Christians who make promises, but fail to fulfill them.
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Where is that once-faithful soul who swore allegiance to his
or her Master but no longer attends faithfully? What has
happened to that would-be Bible class teacher who once
said, "I'll teach," only to be among the growing number who
cannot be depended upon to be present for class, much less
to teach? Where are those men who signed up to serve on
the table, knowing full well that you can't depend upon them
to be there when it comes time for them to serve. All too
often talent cards lay stacked in the church office, or entered
into a computer. But when it comes time to pull names for
service, like the nine ungrateful lepers, duty to one's Lord
and Master has been relegated to the back burner, and trust-
worthiness has once again fallen upon hard times.

I threw that watch away that day. It was of no
value to me whatsoever. On the judgment day, those who
failed to follow through on their word will, like that old
watch, be discarded by the Owner and Master of all man-
kind.

The Gift of Love

To be able to love is a precious gift. God has be-
stowed on us the gift of a whole range of emotions. We can
laugh. We can cry. We can become angry. We can be remorse-
ful. We are capable of hatred. But better than all of these, we
can love, What’s more, we need to love and we need to be
loved.

Love is a gift. That is, when one loves, it is a gift he
gives to the one he loves. My favorite short story is one written
by O. Henry, called The Gift Of The Magi. A young couple,
newly married and very much in love, yet very strapped for
money, have two precious possessions. He has a watch. She
has her lovely long hair. He has been eyeing a fancy gold
chain. She has been looking at a beautiful beret. At Christmas
time, neither has the money to buy the other a present. So, that
Christmas Eve, he goes and sells his watch to buy the beret for
her hair, and, equally unbeknownst to him, she goes to the wig
maker and sells her hair.

That evening in their apartment (she wearing a scarf),
they exchange gifts. She opens her package and finds the beret
that she had wanted so much. He opens his present which re-
veals the fancy gold chain. Then, unable to contain the laugh-
ter, she pulls the scarf from her head to reveal her shorn hair;
he empties his pocket and shows her that the watch is gone.
Together they discover that the greatest gift is not one that can
be seen, held, or touched, but is one that can only be found
beating in heart and occupying the soul. Love is the greatest
gift.

To be able to give love is far greater than trying to
find that one true and perfect love. Because true love tries to
give more of itself than it asks in return.

To be able to give love is far greater than trying to
find that one true and perfect love. Because true love tries to
give more of itself than it asks in return.
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Members
Polly Giles Linda Parker Melvin
Cargle
Eileen La Rue Dorothy Wheeler Modeen
Addington Mary Cargle Cora
Davis Connie Cowart
Ray Varner Elmer La Rue Don
Giles
Eloise Stephens Michael Johnson Charles
Landerfelt

Friends and Family
Robert C. Anderson (multiple sclerosis, son-in-law of Dorothy
Schreiber)
Don Cobb (severe problems with heart replacement, brother of
Mike Upchurch)
Josephine Toussaint (failing health, mother of the Musgraves)
Bobby Gayton (prostate cancer, preacher at Cartersville Church of
Christ)
J. D. Sanders (advanced cancer, brother of Dean Smith)
Amber Kenyon (advanced cancer, wife of Brian, Director of Florida
SOP)
Teresa Powers (cancer, wife of Larry Powers, preacher friend of lee
Davis)
Joel Johnson (complications from previous triple bypass heart
surgery, grandfather of Michael )
Katie Mayhall (colon surgery and other health problems, sister of
Peggie Rhodes
Aurelio Romeu (terminal cancer, father of Sue Healey )
Debbie Richey (cancer, mother of Neil Richey, preacher at Pied-
mont Road)
Marie Sanders (nursing home, therapy to gain strength, mother of
Dean Smith)
Bob Carpenter (post-operative infection, grandfather of Sarah
Long)
James
nephew)
Curtis Cates (chronic Leukemia, gospel preacher, dear friend of
Lee Davis)
Lloyd Ingerson (at home after heart surgery, 2 surgeries to come,
uncle of Jim)
James Pike (tumor on spine, two ruptured disc, brother of Emma
Jones)
Jeff Beasley (3 blocked arteries, damaged valve, surgery, son of
Maxine Hoover
Thomas Shankles (bacterial pneumonia, critical, friend of Warren
Coleman)
Bill Rhodes (serious fall, 7 broken ribs and punctured lung, hus-
band of Peggie)
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NEWS FROM NORTH COBB...

| Events & Activities at North

08/03 Bible Correspondence Group @10:00 a.m.
08/21 Men’s Business Meeting and Breakfast @8:30
08/22 3rd Sunday Singing and Fellowship

08/29 5th Sunday Congregational Update

Sympathy...

We extend our sympathy to Larry Britton and his family.
Martha passed away on Wednesday, July 28th. Visitation
will be on August 2nd from 6:00 — 8:00 p.m. at the Mayes
Ward Dobbins Funeral Home; 180 Church St, NE in Ma-
rietta. Funeral services will be held at the North Cobb
Church of Christ at 11:00 a.m. on Tuesday, August 3rd.
Burial will be at the Georgia National Cemetery in Can-
ton.

Young Adult Devo...

There has been a change in the schedule. The next Young
Adult Devo will be at the home of James and Sarah Long
on September 4th. Time to be announced.

Wedding ...

Melissa (Stephens) York and David St. Clair will be mar-
ried Saturday, August 7th. The reception will follow in
the Fellowship Hall. Please R.S.V.P. at 404-985-5598 or
770-334-8983. Melissa is a former member and the
daughter of Peggie Rhodes.

Georgia AGAPE...

It has been said that we can do no great things, only small
things with great love. That is especially true in service as
a foster parent. Those small things you do to show chil-
dren they are loved are used by God to do great things in
their lives. Currently, we are in need of families who are
willing to open their home for sibling groups or older
children. Please consider joining our next foster parent
training series where you can gather information and learn
what foster parenting is all about. Our classes are con-
ducted over just two weekends to make it more conven-
ient for you. Our next series of classes begins August 20.
Please call Jayne Osburn for more information and to reg-
ister. (770-452-9995)

WELCOME VISITORS!

YOU ARE OUR HONORED GUESTS

We are pleased the Lord has brought you to
our worship services. We pray He will bless you as we
worship Him today.

Please fill out the visitors card located on the
back of the pew and pass it to the center aisle. We
would like a record of your attendance.

Hearing Impaired equipment is available.
Please ask the usher for assistance.
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Preaching
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Area Events

First Annual Golf Tournament has a

from Cherokee Run Golf Club to the

Golf Course in Covington. The tourna-

sponsored by the Hillcrest church of

Classes begin at Georgia School of

& Biblical Studies, Marietta Campus
Youth Rally at Moreland Ave. Church

from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Moreland Avenue Church of Christ

Good News Today with James WatKins

INSP (Inspiration Network) Sunday 7 am; INSP -
Dishnet, channel 259; direcTV, 364, Check local cable

Preaching the Gospel - James Watkins, Speaker
Good News Today; see GBN, 24/7, Broadband: go to

GBNTV.org, click on the live stream

I n Sear ch of itMacilyoh ioSpailkers

INSP (Inspiration Network) at 7:30 A.M. on Sunday

WEEKLY CONTRIBUTION & ATTENDANCE

Sunday, July 18 Sunday, July 25
Contribution: $3,130.00 Contribution: $3.183.00
A.M. Attendance: 111 A.M. Attendance: 97
P.M. Attendance: N/A P.M. Attendance: N/A

Wed. P.M. Attendance: N/ Wed. P.M. Attendance: 55
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Privileged to Serve...
Lee Davis 770-424-6611
. . SUNDAY AM AUGUST 1 AUGUST 8
Minister Cell 678'907'991_1 Prep Communion The Huttos The Smiths
. (?'mall: Greeters The Stephens The Healeys
e.leedavis@gmail.com | Song Leader David Dangar Kenneth Lock
Office Announcements David Dangar Kenneth Lock
Opening Prayer Fred Glass Elmer La Rue
770-424-6611 |~ © o hion Larry Stubblefield Will Hutto
Fax No: (770) 424-6012 Bobby Williams Barrett Hutto
il ad Mike Upchurch Michael Johnson
€-mall ad- i bellsouth.net Tim Thompson Jim Maxwell
dress ncecoffice@bellsouth.ne James Holloway Jeff Fisher
. Mark Roby Fred Glass
Web Ad- http://northcobb.cofc.us Scripture Reading Bill Hutto Raymond Guy
Closing Prayer Jim Ingerson Bruce Daniell
Missions SUNDAY PM AUGUST 1 AUGUST 8
Domestic: Announcements James. Long Keith Lowrance
Todd Harley, Tooele church of Christ, Utah | Opening Prayer el Fisher Ray Vamer
Y, ! > Song Leader James long Keith Lowrance
Students at Memphis School of Preaching Lordos Supp m Stubblefield Will Hutto
Gospel Broadcasting Network Scripture Reading Don Giles James Holloway
Closing Prayer Wallace Smith James Long
Foreign: . WEDNESDAY AUGUST 4 AUGUST 11
Patrick Swayne, Melbourne, Australia Barrett Hutto Wallace Smith
yn ) . Announcements .
Scott Shanahan, Micronesia For The Master | song Leader Barrett Hutto Wallace Smith
Prayer Will Hutto Larry Stubblefield
Individuals from North Cobb church sup- USHERS Keith Lowrance Tim Thompson
port: Will Hutto James Holloway
Peter Chin/Far-East quld Evange.lis.m CONTRIBUTION
Four Seas College of Bible and Missions Egggg{f COUNTERS
Gary Young, Tasmania AM: Dawn Bobby Williams
John Grubb, TFTW — Chinese Work Stubblefield
Lee Davis, Short Term Mission Trips to Sue Healey i ble t )
South East Asia and other places throughout | AUGUST 8 you are unable lo serve at your ap-
AM: Jo Nell Hutto pointed time, please call Don Giles @
the world J
Sarah Dangar 7704434488
(e,
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