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Acceptable Worship
Vs. Perverted Worship V

Tom L. Bright

Instrumental Music

Anyone with a cursory knowledge of the Restoration Movement knows
the temple of God was torn asunder by mechanical instruments of music. But as
someone has well said, “The only thing man learns from history is that man does
not learn from history.” In the last century, man was determined to bow before
his idol. He did and the New Testament Church was divided. It is no different
today. Man is determined to introduce them into the worship of the Church today
— indeed, has already done so! Regardless of the many arguments made in the
defense of instruments of music in worship, the employment of such in Christian
worship is sinful. The fact there is, though there is no direct prohibition against
such, does not authorize their use. If “silence” (no direct “Thou shalt not”) is
permission, this allows praying to Mary, baptizing babies, etc. We urge those
who use this argument to ask Nadab and Abihu what they thought about adding
that which God has not commanded. The use of such instruments in the Old Tes-
tament does not give us authority to do so. The law of Moses was fulfilled by
Christ (Matt. 5:17). It is not our standard. Neither does the fact they are men-
tioned as being in heaven give us authority to implement their use. The very ar-
gument overlooks the fact the book of Revelation was highly symbolic and figu-
rative (Rev. 1:1). Such reasoning would allow the burning of incense (Rev. 5:8).
This argument is “no argument.” The fact is, Paul clearly sets forth what is au-
thorized in Ephesians 5:18-19 and Colossians 3:16. In short, it is specified that
we are to sing. Whatever one must do to sing is all we are authorized to do. As
we sing, we are to “make melody.” This is translated from psallo. The basic
meaning of the word is to pull, pluck, twang, cause to vibrate. Some have ar-
gued from this to show we are permitted to use mechanical instruments. How-
ever, inspiration named the instrument upon which the psalloing is to transpire—
the human heart! That forever settles the matter. However, in the minds of some
the only thing that will settle anything is to have what they want. Many have de-
termined to have the man-made instrument, and they will have them regardless
of what God has said. Though they will deny it, we affirm these “Change
Agents” have no respect for, nor concern for, having Bible authority for any-
thing. In many instances, they swallowed the denominational swill spewed out
by denominational professors. Others have sat at the feet of some
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of our “brethren” who have been taught by these sectarian
professors. Regardless of where they received their educa-
tion, they have capitulated to the onslaught of Satan’s de-
vious “New Hermeneutic,” and now openly advocate this
error. The philosophy which advocates drama to commu-
nicate the message of the cross is the same one that ac-
cepts solos, quartets, and choirs. This same ideology will
allow women to serve in every capacity the man serves. It
is this same attitude that seeks to employ mechanical in-
struments of music. It is this mindset, my friends, that con-
stantly harps on change, Change, CHANGE! The changes
they advocate are “doctrine changing” and soul damning.
They pervert the simplicity of New Testament worship in
attempting to appeal to the flesh. The standard is no longer
“What God desires,” but “What man desires.”
Conclusion

That which distinguishes acceptable worship from
perverted worship is the word of God. Inspiration tells us
that worship must be in spirit and in truth. If either of
these is absent, the worship is unacceptable. Honest intent
may well be present. But honest intent is not the deter-
mining factor. Let each of us determine that our worship
will be acceptable to God. Let us not be fearful to examine
that which we now practice. If it needs to be changed, let
us change it. If, in the areas of opinion it can be improved,
let us do so. But on the other hand, let us be wary to
change something just because someone is constantly urg-
ing us to change. Change is not sinful, neither is it manda-
tory. Let us be just like Samuel who said, “...Speak; for
thy servant heareth” (I Sam. 3:10).
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Amy Carmichael has a note in her little book: “A cup brim-
ful of sweet water cannot spill even one drop of bitter water,
however suddenly jolted.”

If it is full of sweet water and is jolted, what will
come out of the cup? Sweet water. If you gave it a harder
jolt, what’s going to happen? More sweet water. If someone
is filled with sweet water and someone else gives him a
“jolt,” what will come out? Sweet water! Jolts do not turn
sweet water into bitter water. That is done by something
else.

Jolts only bring out of the container what’s already
in the container. If you’re filled with sweetness and light,
and you get jolted, you’re filled with honey, the honey will
come out. If vinegar comes out, what does that prove? It
shows what was already in the container. In other words,
bitterness is not based upon what the other person did at all.
It is the result of what we do and are. -Jim Wilson

iLet al | bitterness, and
and evil speaking, be put away from you, with aihliced
Ephesians 4:31
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Members
Polly Giles Linda Parker Melvin
Cargle
Eileen La Rue Dorothy Wheeler Modeen
Addington Mary Cargle Cora
Davis Connie Cowart
Ray Varner Elmer La Rue R.D.
Stephens

Friends and Family
Robert C. Anderson (multiple sclerosis, son-in-law of Dorothy
Schreiber)
Don Cobb (severe problems with heart replacement, brother of
Mike Upchurch)
Josephine Toussaint (failing health, mother of the Musgraves)
Janice Brandon (4th stage cancer, hospice care, relative of
Peggie Rhodes)
Bobby Gayton (prostate cancer, preacher at Cartersville Church
of Christ)
Lloyd Fisher (cancer, father of a friend of Lee Davis and Ray
Varner)
J. D. Sanders (advanced cancer, brother of Dean Smith)
Amber Kenyon (advanced cancer, wife of Brian, Director of
Florida SOP)
Teresa Powers (cancer, wife of Larry Powers, preacher friend of
lee Davis)
Sarah Powell (heart attack, Emery Hospital)
Joey Mitchell (skin cancer, brother of Polly Giles)
J. D. Barnett (brain surgery, spreading malignancy elder at Macland
Road)
Joel Johnson (complications from previous triple bypass heart
surgery, grandfather of Michael )
Katie Mayhall (colon surgery, sister of Peggie Rhodes)
Keith Muncy (chemo, not doing well, brother of Sue Muncy)
Aurelio Romeu (terminal cancer, father of Sue Healey )
Jeda Smith (medical tests, no answers, cousin of Peggie Rho-
des)
James Meadows (surgery, cancerous growth on his head, for-
mer dir. East Tenn. School of Preaching & Missions, friend of
brother Lee)
Debbie Richey (cancer, mother of Neil Richey, preacher at Pied-
mont Road)
Shirley Watkins (heart surgery,
Marie Sanders (rehab to regain strength, mother of Dean
Smith)
Bob Carpenter (post-operative infection, grandfather of Sarah
Long)
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Birthdays & Anniversa-

06/13 Sarah Muncy
06/14 Mike & Melanie Upchurch (35
4 years)
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NEWS FROM NORTH COBB...

| Events & Activities at North

06/15 Bible Correspondence Group @10:00 a.m.
06/19 Men's Business Meeting &
06/20 a.m.
06/25 3rd Sunday Singing and Fellowship
Congregational Friday Night Fellowship @
6:30 p.m.

Response...

Dial Dangar responded to the Lord’s invitation on Sunday,
June 6th, asking for the prayers of the church. She is faced
with making a difficult decision concerning a family member.

Bible Correspondence Program
Introduces Series 7 6 The Christian

Way

The following description of The Christian Way came from
the publisher. “Many Christians never develop spiritually be-
cause they have never been taught how to live the Christian
life. The Christian Way is a ten lesson course designed to an-
swer this need. It presents Christianity as a way of life, not
just a catalog of duties. Each lesson is tied to this concept so
that the student will gain a broader appreciation of the depth
and meaning of his faith.”

Mends Business Meet

fast...
This meeting will be June 19th at 8:30 a.m. All men of the
congregation are invited and encouraged to attend

3rd Sunday Singing and Fellow-

ship...

The next 3rd Sunday Singing and Fellowship will be June
20th. Please bring your favorite potluck dishes, drinks and
desserts. Also, please help set up and clean up.

Friday Night Congregational Fellow-

ship...

A Friday Night Congregational Fellowship is planned for
June 25 at 6:30 p.m. Please bring finger foods, drinks and
desserts. Also, bring your favorite games for an evening of
fun and fellowship.

Graduation...

Congratulations to Andrey Kostine who will graduate from
the Memphis School of Preaching, Sunday, June 20th at the
Forest Hill Church of Christ in Memphis. He and his family
will relocate to Jacksonville, FL. A note of thanks for North
Cobb’s support is posted on the bulletin board.

WELCOME VISITORS!

YOU ARE OUR HONORED GUESTS

We are pleased the Lord has brought you to
our worship services. We pray He will bless you as we
worship Him today.

Please fill out the visitors card located on the
back of the pew and pass it to the center aisle. We
would like a record of your attendance.

Hearing Impaired equipment is available.
Please ask the usher for assistance.

Area Events

06/06 2010 at Camp Inagehi, please see
the bulletin
07/02 board for details.

06/13-18 Villa Rica Future Preacher and
Church Leader
Camp for young men 13-18 yrs. at

the Villa
Rica Church of Christ. Sunday pm to
Friday pm

06/25 Church of Christ Day at Six Flags

OPPORTUNITY MAY KNOCK ONCE,
BUT TEMPTATION BANGS ON THE
FRONT DOOR FOREVER.

Good News Today with James Watkins
INSP (Inspiration Network) Sunday 7 am; INSP -
Dishnet, channel 259; direcTV, 364, Check local cable

Preaching the Gospel - James Watkins, Speaker
Good News Today; see GBN, 24/7, Broadband: go to

GBNTV.org, click on the live stream

I n Search of itViacdyoh ioSpedlé@rs
INSP (Inspiration Network) at 7:30 A.M. on Sunday

WEEKLY CONTRIBUTION & ATTENDANCE

Sunday, May 30 Sunday, June 6
Contribution: $3,630.00 Contribution: $4,522.00
A.M. Attendance: 85 A.M. Attendance: 108
P.M. Attendance: N/A P.M. Attendance: 62

Wed. P.M. Attendance: 60 Wed. P.M. Attendance: N/A
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Revelation 2:10

Privileged to Serve...

SUNDAY AM
. Prep Communion
Le_e_DaVIS 770-424-6611 | Greeters
Minister Cell 678-907-9911
e-mail Song Leader
leedavis@gmail.com Announcements
e. . Opening Prayer
: Communion
Office 770-424-6611
Fax No: (770) 424-6012
gmall ad- ncccoffice@bellsouth.net
ress Scripture Reading
Closing Prayer
SUNDAY PM
R Announcements
Godoés Plan of S CehinyP@ydr 1 0
Song Leader
¥ Hear the gospei Romans 10:1517 Lorddés Supp
Scripture Reading
. . Closing Prayer
7 Believe the gospél Mark 16:1516
WEDNESDAY
L Announcements
¥ Repent of Sing Acts 17:30 Song Leader
Prayer
¥ Confess Christ as Savior USHERS
Matthew 10:3233
NURSERY
; ; o ; . JUNE 13
7 Be baptized into Christ Galatians 3:27| /(= 1o
way
¥ Live a faithful Christian life 1 Myra Williams

JUNE 20
AM: Dawn

JUNE 13
The Smiths
The Healeys

Keith Lowrance
Keith Lowrance
Don Giles

Will Hutto

Jeff Fisher
Michael Johnson
Bob Healey

Jeff Fisher

Fred Glass
Charles Landerfelt
Bruce Daniell

JUNE 13
Kenneth Lock
y Varner
nneth Lock
Will Hutto
Bobby Williams
James Long

JUNE 16
Don Cowart
Don Cowart
Wallace Smith

Tim Thompson
Michael Johnson

CONTRIBUTION
COUNTERS
Bill Hutto

JUNE 20

The Williams
Peggie Rhodes
Daisy Leverance
James Long
James Long
Larry Stubblefield
R. D. Stephens
Kenneth Lock
Wallace Smith
Bob Healey

Ray Varner
Andrew Roby
Michael Johnson
Richard Parker

JUNE 20
David Dangar
Richard Parker
David Dangar
R. D. Stephens
James Holloway
Jeff Fisher

JUNE 23

Keith Lowrance
Keith Lowrancxe
Bruce Daniell

Bobby Williams
Andrew Roby

If you are unable to serve at your ap-
pointed time, please call Keith Lowrance
@ 4042859831
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