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Acceptable Worship

Vs. Perverted Worship 11
Tom L. Bright

Worship God In Truth

As we begin this section, I would like to right here inject a rather lengthy
quote from the pen of Guy N. Woods that applies to the previous section as well
as this one. It is worthy of consideration. He wrote: The American Standard Ver-
sion at Matthew 2:8 has a reference to a footnote defining the word worship as
follows: ‘The Greek word denotes an act of reverence whether paid to a creature
(see ch. 4:9; 18:26), or to the creator (see ch. 4:10).” 1. Worship, then, involves
an act. It is incorrect to say that worship is simply and solely an attitude of heart.
Inasmuch as worship consists of acts, it follows that such acts are as much in-
volved in worship and are as essential to it as the attitude which prompts them. 2.
The Greek word for worship denotes an act...paid. Worship involves an attitude,
but an attitude which expresses itself in acts which find acceptance in the will of
another. Worship, therefore, necessitates acts. The effort to disassociate acts
from attitude in worship was born of the desire to escape the opprobrium of add-
ing unauthorized practices to the worship of God...What does the New Testament
authorize us to do in worship? The early church, under the guidance of inspired
men, continued ‘stedfastly’ in the apostles’ teaching, which included singing, the
Lord’s supper, the contribution and prayers. These divinely given items are spe-
cifically said to have been the means by which the first Christians worshipped
(Acts 2:42; 20:7; I Cor. 16:1-2). Less than these we cannot offer him and be in
conformity to his will; more than these is an unwarranted and officious intermed-
dling with the will of God.4 As you can see, these wise words are applicable to
our theme of Acceptable Worship Vs. Perverted Worship. They should always
be before us. When we worship God “in truth,” we are worshipping according to
the once and for all delivered faith (Jude 3). God has never allowed man to wor-
ship Him in whatever way he pleases. Cain found this out (Gen. 4). His brother,
Abel, worshipped God in the way prescribed by Jehovah (Heb. 11:4), thus his
was accepted. Cain’s worship was refused because he did not follow the pre-
scription given by God. Nadab and Abihu learned this lesson early. And Nadab
and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of them his censer, and put fire therein,
and put incense thereon, and offered strange fire before the LORD, which he
commanded them not. And there went out fire from the
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LORD, and devoured them, and they died before the
LORD (Lev. 10:1-2). This is a lesson these “Change
Agents” need to learn. The two sons of Aaron offered fire
which God had not commanded them to offer. They were
not guilty of violating a positive command. They were
guilty of adding something about which God said noth-
ing! These items God has authorized in worship to Him
are clearly taught in the New Testament. We worship
Him in singing, praying, the Lord’s supper, giving, and in
being confronted with His Word. But the agents of
change want to set this aside. They are malcontents, argu-
ing that God’s ways are not sufficient for the twentieth
century. We must change, Change, CHANGE! Consider
the following: The tired, uninspiring event called worship
in our churches must give way to an exhilarating experi-
ence of God that simultaneously exhibits and nurtures life
in the worshippers.5 Of course, the first question we ask
is: How long has our worship been a “tired, uninspiring
event?” If this is true today, and if we do today what our
forefathers in the faith have done for generations, then
their worship was a “tired, uninspiring event!” The only
way this statement could not be true is for the judgment
standard determining what constitutes a “tired, uninspir-
ing event” to have changed. And that is the position the
Change Agents must take! Surely they will not say our
forefathers in the faith were just not smart enough to
know that their worship was a “tired, uninspiring event.”
It is that we must change to appeal to the
“unchurched” (we are told). To do this, we must make
our worship an “exhilarating experience.” Thus, society
and its standard is that which determines what we do and
how we do it. These “changers” will be constantly
changing what they do. Friends, this is why some among
us are contending that the desire of these “Change
Agents” is to turn the Church of our Lord into another
denomination. The next question is: How long will it be
before these agents of change are led into “holy-
rollerism?” If there is no absolute standard to follow,
then anything goes. The climate of the world today will
soon demand a ‘football championship” atmosphere to
induce this desired “exhilarating experience of God.”
To Be Continued...... Lee

Your Future Is Now!

Someday 1n years to come, you will be wrestling with a
great temptation, or trembling under the greatest sorrow of
your life. But the struggle is here, NOW, in these quiet
weeks. NOW, it is being decided whether, in the days of
your supreme sorrow or temptation, you shall miserably fail
or gloriously conquer. CHARACTER cannot be made ex-
cept by a steady, long continued, process.
Author Unknown

Please Pray for Our
Sick

. And Remember Them

with

Members
Polly Giles Linda Parker Melvin
Cargle
Eileen La Rue Dorothy Wheeler Modeen
Addington Mary Cargle Cora
Davis Connie Cowart
Ray Varner Dean Smith Wal-
lace Smith

Elmer La Rue R. D. Stephens

Friends and Family

Robert C. Anderson (multiple sclerosis, son-in-law of Dorothy
Schreiber)

Don Cobb (severe problems with heart replacement, brother of
Mike Upchurch)

Josephine Toussaint (failing health, mother of the Musgraves)
Janice Brandon (4th stage cancer, hospice care, relative of
Peggie Rhodes)

Bobby Gayton (prostate cancer, preacher at Cartersville Church
of Christ)

Lloyd Fisher (cancer, father of a friend of Lee Davis and Ray
Varner)

J. D. Sanders (cancer all over his body, brother of Dean Smith)
Amber Kenyon (advanced cancer, wife of Brian, Director of
Florida SOP)

Teresa Powers (cancer, wife of Larry Powers, preacher friend of
lee Davis)

Rich Richardson (good report, cancer not spreading, rheumatoid
arthritis better)

Sarah Powell (light heart attack,

Don Giles, Sr. (multiple surgeries following serious fall, father of

Don, Jr.)

Joey Mitchell (skin cancer, brother of Polly Giles)

J. D. Barnett (brain surgery, spreading malignancy elder at Macland

Road)

Mari e Sanders (hospitalized, possi bl
mother)

Joel Johnson (complications from previous triple bypass heart
surgery, grandfather of Michael )

Claude Almond & family (serious health problems, daughter
and father, member of the community)

Katie Mayhall (colon surgery, sister of Peggie Rhodes)

Serving in the Military

Birthdays & Anniversa-

05/23 Will Hutto
" 05/24 Ashley Thompson
) ‘?'. 05/25 Fred & Helen Glass (48 years)
I ] 1 05/26 Andrew Gooch
“ 05/26 James Holloway
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NEWS FROM NORTH COBB...

| Events & Activities at North

05/24 Monday Night for the Master @ 6:00 p.m.

05/30 5th Sunday Congregational Update

06/03 Bible Correspondence Group @ 10:00 a.m.

06/04 Young Adult Devotional @ 7:00 p.m.

06/06 Bridal Shower for Hillary Hamilton @ 4:00
p-m.

Sympathy...

Our sympathy is extended to the family of J. L. Tomlin. J. L.
passed away on Tuesday, May 18. He was a member of the
Woodstock Church of Christ and was know and love by
many at North Cobb.

Responses...
Mark Roby responded to the Lord’s invitation last Sunday
morning asking for the prayers of the church.

Sarah Dangar came forward Sunday evening asking for the
prayers of the church.

Bridal Shower...

There will be a bridal shower for Hillary Hamilton on June
6th at 4:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. All ladies of the con-
gregation are invited. Hillary is the fiancée of Will Hutto.
They are registered at Belk and Target.

Monday Night for the Master...

Monday Night for the Master will meet next Monday, May
24. The group will then take a summer break until Septem-
ber.

Bible Correspondence Group...
Our Bible Correspondence Group will take a break until
Thursday, June 3rd.

5th Sunday Congregational Up-

date...

Next Sunday, May 30th we will have our 5th Sunday Con-
gregational Update. The business update will be at the begin-
ning of the Bible class period. After worship services we
will enjoy a covered dish luncheon in the Fellowship Hall.
Please bring your favorite dishes, drinks and desserts.

We will reassemble in the auditorium for Prayer
Service which will serve as our 6:00 p.m. worship. There
will be someone at the building at 6:00 p.m. for those who
could not attend Sunday morning.

WELCOME VISITORS!

YOU ARE OUR HONORED GUESTS

We are pleased the Lord has brought you to
our worship services. We pray He will bless you as we
worship Him today.

Please fill out the visitors card located on the
back of the pew and pass it to the center aisle. We
would like a record of your attendance.

Hearing Impaired equipment is available.
Please ask the usher for assistance.

Area Events

06/06 2010 at Camp Inagehi, please see the
bulletin board
07/02 for details.

06/13-18 Villa Rica Future Preacher and Church
Leader

Camp for young men 13-18 yrs. at the
Villa Rica

Church of Christ. Sunday p.m. to Friday
p-m.

Fifth Annual Bible Lectureship
Georgia School of Preaching & Biblical Studies
(GSOP)

“A Called Out People in a Bailed Out World”
June 4-5, 2010

Please see the bulletin board for a complete schedule which
includes the Saturday

Good News Today with James Watkins
INSP (Inspiration Network) Sunday 7 am; INSP -
Dishnet, channel 259; direcTV, 364, Check local cable

Preaching the Gospel - James Watkins, Speaker
Good News Today; see GBN, 24/7, Broadband: go to

GBNTV.org, click on the live stream

I n Search of itViacdyoh ioSpedlé@rs
INSP (Inspiration Network) at 7:30 A.M. on Sunday

WEEKLY CONTRIBUTION & ATTENDANCE

Sunday, May 9 Sunday, May 16
Contribution: $3,191.00 Contribution: $2,781.00
A.M. Attendance: 110 A.M. Attendance: 81
P.M. Attendance: 64 P.M. Attendance: N/A

Wed. P.M. Attendance: N/ Wed. P.M. Attendance: N/A
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¥ Be baptized into Christ Galatians 3:27

¥ Live a faithful Christian life 1

Revelation 2:10

Privileged to Serve...

AM: Ashley Thomp-
son

Wallace Smith

SUNDAY AM MAY 23 MAY 30
. Prep Communion The Stephens The Huttos
Lee Davis 770-424-6611 | Greeters The Williams The Smiths
Minister Cell 678-907-9911 , ,
e-mail Song Leader Keith Lowrance David Dangar
leedavis@ il Announcements Keith Lowrance David Dangar
e.leedavis@@gmail.com Opening Prayer Richard Parker Bruce Daniell
. Communion James Long Ray Varner
Bobby Williams Mike Upchurch
Fax No: (770) 424-6012 Bill Hutto Tim Thompson
. Barrett Hutto James Holloway
e-mail ad- ; :
ncccoffice@bellsouth.net Mike McBride Mark Roby
dress Scripture Reading James Holloway Charles Landerfelt
Closing Prayer David Dangar Ray Varner
SUNDAY PM MAY 23 MAY 23
Announcements Kei“gg;/];gk —Lg—‘N‘;’Ofs“h“,da g‘ :‘rt
oy o . - ip; pray
Go d 0 S an 0 f ‘D(S?l’fg{l lflegggqur IO nneth Lock Service after
. . ~ J L i
7 Hear the gospel Romans 10:1517 |Lord6s Supp s <0 Fellowship Meal
Scripture Reading y
. ) Closing Prayer Charles Landerfelt
¥ Believe the gospél Mark 16:15-16 WEDNESDAY MAY 26 JUNE 2
Announcements David Dangar Barrett Hutto
Repent of Sing Acts 17:30 David Dangar Barrett Hutto
7 P IS)g:ygeldeader Bruce Daniell Keith Lowrance
. . Bob Healey Kenneth Lock
7 Ctl:i/lrﬁ?tis Chlr(ljsg Z:SSSSawer USHERS Jeff Fisher Michael Johnson
althew ’ CONTRIBUTION
NURSERY COUNTERS
MAY 23

Tami Thomp-  If you are unable to serve at your ap-
son pointed time, please call Keith Lowrance

MAY 30 @ 4042859831
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