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Acceptable Worship
Vs. Perverted Worship I

Tom L. Bright

In the fourth chapter of John, the apostle of love records an interesting con-
versation that transpired between Jesus and a woman at Jacob’s well in Samaria. She
said unto him, “Sir, I perceive that thou art a prophet. Our fathers worshipped in this
mountain, and ye say, that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship” (vs.
19-20). Jesus responded with those words we must never forget. Woman, believe me,
the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship
the Father. Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: for salvation is
of the Jews. But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship
the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. God is a
Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth (John 4:21-
24). For our lesson, we want to focus specifically upon the words of verse twenty-four.
Here, Jesus clearly sets forth two aspects of acceptable worship we must never over-
look. Since God is a spirit, He must be worshipped in “spirit and in truth.” Worship-
ping God in spirit has reference to worshipping Him from the heart. It is worshipping
Him rationally and sincerely. It is an intelligent worship, purposed by the worshipper.
The notion of worshipping Him in truth refers to that which must be according to
God’s revealed will, “...the word of the truth of the gospel” (Col. 1:5). If man attempts
to worship God in a way not authorized by inspiration, then such actions are fruitless.
He has not worshipped because God has refused to accept it. He has become guilty of
the very thing Jesus condemned in Matthew 15:8-9, This people draweth nigh unto me
with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me. But
in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. Both
“spirit” and “truth” are essential. One without the other results in vain worship. Thus
it is essential for us to not only understand what constitutes worship, but also to un-
derstand what comprises in spirit and in truth.

Worship Defined

There are almost a dozen Greek words translated worship in our English Bible. How-
ever, the most prominent one is proskuneo, and is found sixty times in the New Testa-
ment. Thayer defines it as: 1. to kiss the hand to (towards) one, in token of reverence
2. among the Orientals, esp. the Persians, to fall upon the knees and touch the ground
with the forehead as an expression of profound reverence 3. in the NEW TESTA-
MENT by kneeling or prostration to do homage (to one) or make obeisance, whether
in order to express respect or to make supplication 3a. used of homage shown to men
and beings of superior rank.1 It is clear the idea of reverence, honor, and homage are
predominant in the word. Add to this the thoughts expressed by Crannell and we have
the word clearly defined. He wrote: Honor, reverence, homage, in thought, feeling, or
acts, paid to men, angels, or other ‘spiritual’ beings, and figurative to other entities,
ideas, powers or qualities, but specifically and supremely to Deity.

(continued on Page 2)




(continued from Page 1)
Worshipping God In Spirit

Our worship is to be “in spirit.” This refers to the
attitude of the worshipper’s heart. It is honor, reverence, and
homage which flows from the one worshipping to the One
who is worshipped. Consider the words of Bro. Woods:
“True worshippers’ are those who worship God sincerely,
genuinely and intelligently, as opposed to those who wor-
ship mechanically, ceremonially and ritualistically. True
worship has as its object the Father and is rendered ‘in spirit
and in truth,” sincerely and in harmony with His will. Only
those who thus do are acceptable. This shows us not all
worship is pleasing: it is possible to worship God, and yet
not worship in spirit and truth, and thus unacceptably. What
constitutes acceptable worship is indicated in verse 24. In
today’s world, the emphasis has been changed. Accent is
now being placed primarily on the worshipper rather than
the object of our worship. The concern is now focused on
appealing to the passions of men rather than the approval of
God. In connection with our worship, we hear much about
“refreshing,” “‘fresh winds,” “culture,” “free,” and even a
blasphemous reference to a “holy wow.” These labels stand
in contrast to what some like to call “dull,” “boring,”
“tasteless,” “traditional,” “outmoded,” and ‘“dry.” These
ideas are from the “Change Agents” running rampant
through the New Testament Church. They advocate change,
Change, CHANGE-everything must be changed. When
they are through, they will possess something foreign to the
New Testament. It will be a semi-religious institution that
will change with every wind of desire from man. What it is
today is not what it will be tomorrow. Everything will be in
constant flux. These “changers” will ultimately come to a
“everything goes, no-holds-barred” religion. What God
wants, as revealed on the pages of inspiration, is not consid-
ered. It is a religion designed to appeal to the nature of man.
“Yes,” we are told, “we must change or die.” We must
change to keep pace with our changing world. In order to
grow (you guessed it), we must change. Changes must
come to reach the “unchurched,” we are told. If we are go-
ing to keep the new generation from continuing to leave, we
must change. If we want to mature Christians and equip
them for ministry, change must be a part of our future. In
this realm of change for which many are clamoring, under-
stand that worship is central to that which MUST be
changed. These liberals want to act as if the areas they want
to change are merely areas of personal judgment. Please
be assured, their advocacy passes through the realm of per-
sonal preference and soon begins to clash with the clear dic-
tates of Divine inspiration. In their rush to change in areas
where no man has the right to legislate for others, they soon
find themselves in areas where Deity has already spoken.
So, in essence, these self proclaimed “agents of change” are
now “agents of perversion.” To Be Continued...... Lee
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Members
Polly Giles Linda Parker Melvin
Cargle
Eileen La Rue Dorothy Wheeler Modeen
Addington Mary Cargle Cora
Davis Connie Cowart
Ray Varner Dean Smith Wal-
lace Smith

Elmer La Rue

Friends and Family
Robert C. Anderson (multiple sclerosis, son-in-law of Dorothy
Schreiber)
Don Cobb (severe problems with heart replacement, brother of
Mike Upchurch)
Josephine Toussaint (failing health, mother of the Musgraves)
Stan Coleman (cancer treatment with new drug recently ap-
proved, brother of Warren)
Janice Brandon (4th stage cancer, chemo, relative of Peggie
Rhodes)
Bobby Gayton (prostate cancer, preacher at Cartersville Church
of Christ)
Lloyd Fisher (cancer, father of a friend of Lee Davis and Ray
Varner)
J. D. Sanders (cancer all over his body, brother of Dean Smith)
Amber Kenyon (advanced cancer, wife of Brian, Director of
Florida SOP)
Teresa Powers (cancer, wife of Larry Powers, preacher friend of
lee Davis)
Rich Richardson (good report, cancer not spreading, rheumatoid
arthritis better)

Sarah Powel |l (l'ight heart attack,
Don Giles, Sr. (multiple surgeries following serious fall, father of
Don, Jr.)

Joey Mitchell (skin cancer, brother of Polly Giles)

Donna Boden (CCU at Kennestone blood clot & water in lung, daughter
of Cargles)

J. D. Barnett (brain surgery, spreading malignancy elder at Macland
Road)

Pat Gikas (stroke last year, very sick, mother-in-law of Tabitha
Richards)

Mari e Sanders (hospitalized, possi bl
mother)

Eli Goodwin (In Hospital, heart problems, member at Powers
Ferry Church)
Joel Johnson (complications from previous triple bypass heart
surgery, grandfather of Michael )
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Birthdays & Anniversa-

, 05/18 Bob & Sue Healey (8 years)
‘% 05/19 Don Giles
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NEWS FROM NORTH COBB...

| Events & Activities at North

05/17 Monday Night for the Master @ 6:00 p.m.

05/18 Bible Correspondence Group @ 10:00 a.m.

05/21 Cookout for our graduates at 6:00 p.m.

05/22 (pavilion)

05/30 Men’' s Business Meeting a
5th Sunday Congregational Update

Congratulations 2010 Graduates...
Congratulations and our very best wishes to our graduates:

Sarah Dangar — Furtah Preparatory School

Hillary Hamilton — Kennesaw State Univ., Master’s Degree
Michael Johnson — University of Phoenix, Bachelor’s Degree
Sarah Okashah — Kennesaw state Univ., Bachelor’s Degree

Cookout for Our Graduates...

There will be a cookout for our graduates on Friday, May
21st, at 6:00 p.m. Hamburgers will be provided. Please bring
your favorite side dishes, drinks and desserts. Gift bags for
your congratulations and good wishes will be provided for
each graduate.

Mends Business Meet
The meeting has been rescheduled to Saturday, May 22nd, at
8:30 a.m. All men of the congregation are encouraged to
attend.

5th Sunday Congregational Up-

date...

On May 30th we will have our 5th Sunday Congregational
Update. The business update will be at the beginning of the
Bible class period. After worship services we will enjoy a
covered dish luncheon in the Fellowship Hall. Please bring
your favorite dishes, drinks and desserts.

We will reassemble in the auditorium for Prayer
Service which will serve as our 6:00 p.m. worship. There
will be someone at the building at 6:00 p.m. for those who
could not attend Sunday morning.

Quittind Meetin

One old preacher used to have “quittin” meetings during
his gospel meetings. He gave people the opportunity to
confess their sins and repent. Many quit swearing, drink-
ing, smoking, gossiping, etc. He asked one woman what
she planned to quit, and she replied, “I ain’t been doin’
nothing, and I aim to quit it.” She confessed the sin of
omission. Could it be that some of us have been doin’
nothing and need to quit doing it, and start doing some-
thing? Think about this. -Copied

o

WELCOME VISITORS!
YOU ARE OUR HONORED GUESTS

We are pleased the Lord has brought you to
our worship services. We pray He will bless you as we
worship Him today.

Please fill out the visitors card located on the
back of the pew and pass it to the center aisle. We
would like a record of your attendance.

Hearing Impaired equipment is available.
Please ask the usher for assistance.

Area Events

05/16-19 Gospel Meeting, Central Church of
Christ,
Covington, GA, Steve Miller speaker from
Fort Mill
South Carolina

5/17 Georgia AGAPE Golf Marathon. This
fund

raising event involves a team which
works hard

to raise sponsorship to play in a day
long golfing

experience to benefit AGAPE

06/06 2010 at Camp Inagehi, please see the
bulletin board
07/02 for details.

Good News Today with James Watkins
INSP (Inspiration Network) Sunday 7 am; INSP -
Dishnet, channel 259; direcTV, 364, Check local cable

Preaching the Gospel - James Watkins, Speaker
Good News Today; see GBN, 24/7, Broadband: go to

GBNTV.org, click on the live stream

I n Search of itViacdyoh ioSpedlé@rs
INSP (Inspiration Network) at 7:30 A.M. on Sunday

WEEKLY CONTRIBUTION & ATTENDANCE

Sunday, April 25 Sunday, May 2
Contribution: $3,725.00 Contribution: $3,191.00
A.M. Attendance: 105 A.M. Attendance: 110
P.M. Attendance: 60 P.M. Attendance: 64

Wed. P.M. Attendance: 56 Wed. P.M. Attendance: N/A
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7 Believe the gospél Mark 16:1516
¥ Repent of Sing Acts 17:30

¥ Confess Christ as Savior

Matthew 10:3233

¥ Be baptized into Christ Galatians 3:27

¥ Live a faithful Christian life 1

Revelation 2:10

Privileged to Serve...

SUNDAY AM
. Prep Communion
Le.e_DaVIS 770-424-6611 | Greeters
Minister Cell 678-907-9911
e-mail iong Leader
. . nnouncements
e.leedavis@gmail.com Opening Prayer
: Communion
Office 770-424-6611
Fax No: (770) 424-6012
e-mail ad- ncccoffice@bellsouth.net
dress Scripture Reading
Closing Prayer
SUNDAY PM
R Announcements
Godoés Plan of S CehinyP@ydr 1 0
Song Leader
¥ Hear the gospei Romans 10:1517 Lorddés Supp

Scripture Reading
Closing Prayer

WEDNESDAY
Announcements
Song Leader
Prayer

USHERS

NURSERY

MAY 16

AM: Jo Nell Hutto
Sarah Dangar

MAY 23
AM: Ashley Thomp-
son

MAY 16

The Williams
Peggie Rhodes
Daisy Leverance
James Long
James Long
Don Giles

R. D. Stephens
Kenneth Lock
Wallace Smith
Bob Healey

Ray Varner
Keith Lowrance
Michael Johnson
Richard Parker

MAY 16
David Dangar
ichard Parker
vid Dangar
R. D. Stephens
Bobby Williams
Jeff Fisher

MAY 19
Don Cowart
Don Cowart
Wallace Smith

Bobby Williams
Mark Roby

CONTRIBUTION
COUNTERS
Wallace Smith

MAY 23
The Stephens
The Williams

Keith Lowrance
Keith Lowrance
Richard Parker
James Long
Raymond Guy
Bobby Williams
Bill Hutto
Barrett Hutto
Mike McBride
James Holloway
David Dangar

MAY 23
Kenneth Lock
Don Cowart
Kenneth Lock
James Long

Mark Roby
Charles Landerfelt

MAY 26

David Dangar
David Dangar
Bruce Daniell

Bob Healey
Jeff Fisher

If you are unable to serve at your ap-
pointed time, please call Keith Lowrance
@ 4042859831
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