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Beginning Again
By Tom Wacaster

In a musical production of Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol,” Albert Fin-
ney plays the part of Ebenezer Scrooge. The move is a delightful reproduction
of the classic Charles Dickens novel wherein Mr. Scrooge, after being visited by
three angels, comes to repent of his past life, and determine that he is, from that
point forward, going to live a life that denies self and seeks to bless others. Of
particular interest in the musical to which I referred is the point in the story
where Scrooge comes to realize the great blessings he has in life and his determi-
nation to “begin again,” putting his past behind him, and focusing instead on
making the “new man” he so desperately wants to be. The idea of “beginning
again” has intrigued mankind throughout the centuries. The search for the pro-
verbial “fountain of youth” has been the focus of myths, music, and movies. In
an attempt to ward off the “angel of death,” scientists have searched for some
magical potion, some hidden gene, or some special dietary program that might
allow them to recapture their youth and extend their life.

Jesus once confronted a Pharisee who had come to our Lord “by night,”
and presented to him the distinct possibility of “beginning again.” “Verily, ver-
ily, I say unto thee, Except one be born anew, he cannot see the kingdom of
God” (John 3:3). Nicodemus immediately envisioned some kind of a physical
rebirth wherein one might “enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be
born again” (John 3:4). But our Lord assured him that this new birth, this
“beginning again,” was not something physical, but spiritual. It is a birth of
“water and the Spirit.” From a further study of the Scriptures we soon learn that
this new birth allows man to start over; to put his past behind him, and begin
again with a clean slate, a renewed hope, and a purpose in life. He is provided
forgiveness of sins (Acts 2:38), entrance into the body of Christ (Rom. 6:3), and
is clothed with a new set of spiritual garments unstained by the darkness of sin
(Col. 3:12-14).  Guilt and shame are shed like some old garment, and the youth
of spiritual strength allows the individual to “mount up with wings as eagles...
[to] run and not be weary; and...walk and not faint” (Isa. 40:31).

The search for that hidden gene that will somehow reverse aging is an
exercise in futility. Medical science might be able to make you look younger,
feel better, and even extend your life by a few years. But deep inside, within the
soul of man, there remains that empty feeling that our past still haunts us.
Friend, the only way to truly begin again is to experience the new birth through
simple obedience to our Lord. Hearing the word of God (Rom. 10:17), believing
(Heb. 11:3), repenting (Luke 13:3), making the good confession (Acts 8:36-37),
and being baptized into Christ are the necessary steps for this new birth.

(Continued on Page 2)




(continued from Page 1)

Yes, there is a land of beginning again. I’ll close
with the following item I filed away more than three dec-
ades ago:

The Land of Beginning Again
Author Unknown

"I wish that there were some wonderful place
Called the Land of Beginning Again,
Where all our mistakes and all our heartaches
And all of our poor selfish grief
Could be dropped like a shabby old coat at the door
And never be put on again.
For what had been hardest we'd know had been best,
And, what had seemed lost would be gain:
For there isn't a sting that will not take wing
When we've faced it and laughed it away.
And I think that the laughter is most what we're after
In the Land of Beginning Again!”

Fifth Annual Bible Lectureship

Georgia School of Preaching & Biblical Studies
(GSOP)

“A Called Out People in a Bailed Out World”
June 4-5, 2010

Friday, June 4, 2010
7:00 p.m. — Singing
7:30 p.m. — Keynote Address “Called Out to Preach &
Teach” by James Meadows

Saturday, June 5, 2010
8:15 a.m. Breakfast Keynote “Called Out to a Lifetime of
Faithful Service” by Scott D. Harp
9:00 a.m. “Called Out to a Lifetime of Study by
Gregg Cook
10:00 a.m. “Called Out to Endure Hardship as a Soldier” by
Jim Nowland
11:00 a.m. Keynote Address “Called Out to Leave Home as
a Sojourner” by Jeff Jenkins
12:00 Noon Luncheon Address “Called Out to Receive an
Imprishable Crown” by Cal Arquitt

Hosted by: Piedmont Road church of Christ

Please Pray for Our
Sick

. And Remember Them

with

Members
Polly Giles Linda Parker Melvin
Cargle
Eileen La Rue Dorothy Wheeler Modeen
Addington Mary Cargle Cora
Davis Connie Cowart
Ray Varner Dean Smith Wal-
lace Smith

Friends and Family
Robert C. Anderson (multiple sclerosis, son-in-law of Dorothy
Schreiber)
Don Cobb (severe problems with heart replacement, brother of
Mike Upchurch)
Josephine Toussaint (failing health, mother of the Musgraves)
Stan Coleman (cancer treatment with new drug recently ap-
proved, brother of Warren)
Janice Brandon (4th stage cancer, chemo, relative of Peggie
Rhodes)
Bobby Gayton (prostate cancer, preacher at Cartersville Church
of Christ)
Lloyd Fisher (cancer, father of a friend of Lee Davis and Ray
Varner)
J. D. Sanders (cancer all over his body, brother of Dean Smith)
Amber Kenyon (advanced cancer, wife of Brian, Director of
Florida SOP)
Teresa Powers (cancer, wife of Larry Powers, preacher friend of
lee Davis)
Rich Richardson (good report, cancer not spreading, rheumatoid
arthritis better)
Sarah Powell (light heart attack, St. Joseph’sHospital)
Don Giles, Sr. (multiple surgeries following serious fall, father of
Don, Jr.)
Joey Mitchell (skin cancer, brother of Polly Giles)
Donna Boden (CCU at Kennestone blood clot & water in lung, daughter
of Cargles)
J. D. Barnett (brain surgery, spreading malignancy elder at Macland
Road)
Pat Gikas (stroke last year, very sick, mother-in-law of Tabitha
Richards)
Marie Sanders (hospitalized, possible stroke, Dean Smith’s
mother)
Eli Goodwin (In Hospital, heart problems, member at Powers
Ferry Church)
Joel Johnson (complications from previous triple bypass heart
surgery, grandfather of Michael )

Birthdays & Anniversa-

, 05/10 Mary Cargle

‘;‘ 05/10 James & Naomi Holloway (1
g ] 05/15 vyear)

Naomi Holloway




NEWS FROM NORTH COBB...

| Events & Activities at North

05/10 Monday Night for the Master @ 6:00 p.m.
05/11 Bible Correspondence Group @ 10:00 a.m.
05/15 Long/Okashah Wedding @2:00 p.m. in La-
Post- grange,GA

poned Men’s Business Meeting and Breakfast @ 8:30
05/21 a.m.

05/30 Cookout for our graduates at 6:00 p.m.
Sympathy

We extend our sympathy to Warren & Sue Coleman and
their family. Warren’s brother, Stan, passed away on
Wednesday in Albuquerque, NM. Please see the bulletin
board for more information from Warren and his thank you
to North Cobb.

Congratulations 2010 Graduates...
Congratulations and our very best wishes to our graduates:

Sarah Dangar — Furtah Preparatory School

Hillary Hamilton — Kennesaw State Univ., Master Degree
Michael Johnson — University of Phoenix, Bachelor Degree
Sarah Okashah — Kennesaw state Univ., Bachelor Degree

Cookout for Our Graduates...

There will be a cookout for our graduates on Friday, May
21st, at 6:00 p.m. Hamburgers will be provided. Please bring
your favorite side dishes, drinks and desserts. Gift bags for
your congratulations and good wishes will be provided for
each graduate.

Mends Business Meet
The meeting scheduled for May 15th has been postponed to
a later date to be announced

5th Sunday Congregational Up-

date...

On May 30th we will have our 5th Sunday Congregational
Update. The business update will be at the beginning of the
Bible class period. After worship services we will enjoy a
covered dish luncheon in the Fellowship Hall. Ladies, please
bring your favorite dishes, drinks and desserts.

We will reassemble in the auditorium for Prayer
Service which will serve as our 6:00 p.m. worship. There
will be someone at the building at 6:00 p.m. for those who
could not attend Sunday morning.

WELCOME VISITORS!

YOU ARE OUR HONORED GUESTS

We are pleased the Lord has brought you to
our worship services. We pray He will bless you as we
worship Him today.

Please fill out the visitors card located on the
back of the pew and pass it to the center aisle. We
would like a record of your attendance.

Hearing Impaired equipment is
Please ask the usher for assistance.

available.

Area Events

05/16
Christ

Homecoming at Macland Road Church of

05/16-19 Gospel Meeting, Central Church of
Christ,
Covington, GA, Steve Miller speaker from
Fort Mill
South Carolina

5/17
fund

Georgia AGAPE Golf Marathon. This

raising event involves a team which
works hard

to raise sponsorship to play in a day
long golfing

experience to benefit AGAPE

06/06 2010 at Camp Inagehi, please see the

Good News Today with James Watkins
INSP (Inspiration Network) Sunday 7 am; INSP -
Dishnet, channel 259; direcTV, 364, Check local cable

Preaching the Gospel - James Watkins, Speaker
Good News Today; see GBN, 24/7, Broadband: go to

GBNTV.org, click on the live stream

I n Search of itViacdyoh ioSpedlé@rs
INSP (Inspiration Network) at 7:30 A.M. on Sunday

WEEKLY CONTRIBUTION & ATTENDANCE

Sunday, April 25

Contribution: $3,338.00

A.M. Attendance: 84

P.M. Attendance: 56
Wed. P.M. Attendance: N/

Sunday, May 2

Contribution: $3,725.00
A.M. Attendance: 105
P.M. Attendance: 60

Wed. P.M. Attendance 56

Wa y



¥ Hear the gospei Romans 10:1517
7 Believe the gospél Mark 16:1516
¥ Repent of Sing Acts 17:30

¥ Confess Christ as Savior

Matthew 10:3233

¥ Live a faithful Christian life 1

Revelation 2:10

¥ Be baptized into Christ Galatians 3:27

SUNDAY AM
. Prep Communion
Le.e_DaVIS 770-424-6611 | Greeters
Minister Cell 678-907-9911
e-mail iong Leader
. . nnouncements
e.leedavis@gmail.com Opening Prayer
: Communion
Office 770-424-6611
Fax No: (770) 424-6012
e-mail ad-
ncccoffice@bellsouth.net
dress Scripture Reading
Closing Prayer
SUNDAY PM
R Announcements
Godos Pl an of SehingP@ydr |
Song Leader

Lord’s Supper
Scripture Reading
Closing Prayer

WEDNESDAY
Announcements
Song Leader
Prayer

USHERS

NURSERY

MAY 9

AM: Dawn

Stubblefield
Sue Healey

MAY 16

AM: Jo Nell Hutto

Privileged to Serve...

MAY 9
The Smiths
The Healeys

Kenneth Lock
Kenneth Lock
Elmer La Rue
Will Hutto
Barrett Hutto
Michael Johnson
Mike McBride
Jeff Fisher
Fred Glass
Raymond Guy
Bruce Daniell

MAY 9
Keith Lowrance
y Varner
ith Lowrance
Will Hutto
James Holloway
James Long

MAY 12
Wallace Smith
Wallace Smith
Larry Stubblefield

o

Tim Thompson
James Holloway

CONTRIBUTION
COUNTERS
Wallace Smith

If you are unable to serve at your ap-
pointed time, please call Keith Lowrance

@ 4042859831

MAY 16

The Williams
Peggie Rhodes
Daisy Leverance
James Long
James Long
Don Giles

R. D. Stephens
Kenneth Lock
Wallace Smith
Bob Healey

Ray Varner
Keith Lowrance
Michael Johnson
Richard Parker

MAY 16
David Dangar
Richard Parker
David Dangar
R. D. Stephens
Bobby Williams
Jeff Fisher

MAY 19
Don Cowart
Don Cowart
Wallace Smith

Bobby Williams
Mark Roby
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