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PEOPLE OF GOD:
ZEALOUS OF GOOD WORKS V

CURTIS A. CATES

The Jews, God's chosen people to whom God entrusted the Law of
Moses, had a misguided zeal. They made void the Word of God by their tradi-
tions (Matt. 15:6), worshipping God in vain, ... teaching for doctrines the com-
mandments of men (Matt. 15:9). This constituted one of those plants which God
has not planted and which shall be uprooted (destroyed) come judgment day
(Matt. 15:13). Some of the most scathing rebukes of the Lord were directed to-
ward the zealous Pharisees. Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for
ye compass sea and land to make one proselyte, [note that enthusiasm!]; and
when he is made, ye make him twofold more the child of hell than yourselves
(Matt. 23:15). He also termed them "blind guides,” "fools," "blind," "like unto
whited sepulchres,” "sons of them that slew the prophets," "serpents,” "offsprings
of vipers,” murderers, et al. (Matt. 23:16-36). Is it any wonder, then, that they
crucified the Saviour of the world? The Jews had zeal for the Law of Moses, but
they sought it not by faith (works minus faith in Christ was/is dead works
[legalism]), but as it were by works (alone). They stumbled at the stone of stum-
bling (Christ); even as it is written, Behold I lay in Zion a stone of stumbling and
a rock of offence: And he that believeth on him shall not be put to shame (Rom.
9:30 33). Works minus faith in the cross could no more save under the Mosaic
covenant than works minus faith in the cross can save today. But, the antithesis is
also true; faith without works of obedience to God's law could not save under the
Mosaic covenant, nor can it save today. Faith without works is as dead as a
corpse (James 2:24-26); it always has been dead! The Jews, therefore, ... being
ignorant of God's righteousness [through the cross], and seeking to establish their
own [separate from the cross and, consequently, separate from the Law of
Christ], they did not submit themselves to the righteousness of God. For Christ is
the end [or purpose] of the law unto righteousness to everyone that believeth
(Rom. 10:1-4). One can see why they did not all obey the gospel (Rom. 10:16);
they rejected the prophecy of the virgin birth of Christ in Genesis 3:15 and Isaiah
7:14, as well as the prophecies about His being God's suffering servant, God's
chief corner stone, and God's risen, ascended, and crowned King of the exalted
kingdom. In fact, they fulfilled prophecy (Psm. 2) in uniting with the heathen to
devise a plot against the Messiah and to execute it.

(continued on Page 2)
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Yes, their misguided zeal nailed the only begot-
ten Son of God to the cruel cross of Calvary. But, God
raised Him, and He now reigns on God's right hand (Acts
2:22-36). Saul of Tarsus, himself later grievously perse-
cuted by his own zealous, misguided, willfully ignorant
kinsmen, the Jews, was guilty of having zeal without
knowledge. Always a believer in God, Saul confessed, I
verily thought with myself, that I ought to do many
things [note his zeal] contrary to the name of Jesus of
Nazareth [note his ignorance] (Acts 26:9). Thinking
"with himself" and being without knowledge of God's
will was tragic. He killed the best people on earth —
Christians, thinking he did God a service. Yes, Saul was
so zealous that he, ... profited (advanced) in the Jews'
religion above many my equals in mine own nation, be-
ing more exceedingly zealous of the traditions of my fa-
thers (Gal. 1:14). ... I persecuted this way unto the death,
binding and delivering into prisons both men and women
(Acts 22:3-4). Zeal alone could not / cannot save, nor
could holding on to the manmade traditions of the fathers
(Col. 2:20-23). When Saul learned he was wrong and was
led into a knowledge of the truth, he readily repented and
obeyed the law of Christ (Acts 22:16). He became a
ready servant of the Lord, preaching and defending the
Way which he once persecuted — still zealous (only in-
creasingly so), now with knowledge (Rom. 1:13-17; Acts
24:14; et al . ) To

Godos I nvitati

Those who obey God are His chosen people, a
royal priesthood and a holy nation (1 Peter 2:9). There is no
difference whether one is a Jew of Gentile, American or
Russian, Indian or Arab (Galations 3:27-29; Ephesians
2:13). God is not concerned with who we are, but through
Christ He offers salvation to all who obey Him (Hebrews
5:9). God wants His people to be holy and righteous
(Colossians 1:20-22; 1 Peter 2:5-10).

Through the Word, God
al | who Widbhé Spitit ung theebtide say,’ Come.
And let him that heareth say, come. And let him that is ath-
rist come. And whosoever will, let him take of the water of
I i f e Rewveltmd29:15).

Is there something that stands between you and
answering God’s invitatiodg
manded? Newspapers are full of obituaries every day. The
writer of H e b riteswigpoinged ifnto mem
once to die, but

Whosoever will...will you come and take of the
Water of Life?
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Please Pray for Our
Sick

. And Remember Them

with

Members
Polly Giles Linda Parker Melvin
Cargle
Eileen La Rue Dorothy Wheeler Modeen
Addington Mary Cargle Cora
Davis Connie Cowart
Ray Varner Wallace Smith Marie
Gooch

Friends and Family
Robert C. Anderson (multiple sclerosis, son-in-law of Dorothy
Schreiber)
Don Cobb (severe problems with heart replacement, brother of
Mike Upchurch)
Josephine Toussaint (failing health, mother of the Musgraves)
Stan Coleman (cancer treatment with new drug recently ap-
proved, brother of Warren)
Janice Brandon (4th stage cancer, chemo, relative of Peggie
Rhodes)
Bobby Gayton (prostate cancer, preacher at Cartersville Church
of Christ)
Lloyd Fisher (cancer, father of a friend of Lee Davis and Ray
Varner)
J. D. Sanders (cancer all over his body, brother of Dean Smith)
Amber Kenyon (advanced cancer, wife of Brian, Director of
Florida SOP)
Teresa Powers (cancer, wife of Larry Powers, preacher friend of
lee Davis)
Melissa Stephens & Family (medical problems, daughter of
Peggie Rhodes)
Milton Webster (surgery, brain cancer, father of Alan and Wade
Webster)
Shannon Gifford (cancer, very
Bill Tidwell (surgery for aortic aneurysm, grandfather of James &
Sarah)
Rich Richardson (failing health, former member, see e-mail on
bulletin board)
Don Cargle (complications after surgery, but he is improving,
brother of Melvin)
Sarah Powell (light heart attack, Smyna Hospital)
Billy Clark (cannot walk, pray for return to his wife of 66 yrs.(brother-in-
law of Jean Kidd)
Don Giles, Sr. (multiple surgeries following serious fall, father of
Don, Jr.)
Bernice Faircloth (hip replacement surgery, sister of Myra Wil-
liams)
Joey Mitchell (skin cancer, brother of Polly Giles)
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Birthdays & Anniversa-

¢ Connie Cowart
Suzanne Muncy
Bill & Jo Nell Hutto (49 years)
Sarah Okashah
Dorothy Schreiber

04/21
04/22
04/22
04/23
04/23
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NEWS FROM NORTH COBB...

Events & Activities at North

04/18 3rd Sunday Singing and Fellowship

04/19 Monday Night for the Master @ 6:00 p.m.

04/20 Bible Correspondence Group @ 10:00 a.m.

04/24 Newcomb/Hoelscher wedding @2:00 p.m.,
Piedmont

04/25 Road Church of Christ

05/2-5 Wedding Shower for Amy Hoelscher @2:00

05/15 p-m.

Response...
Jean Kidd responded to t
ning asking for the prayers of the church.

3rd Sunday Singing and Fellowship...
This evening is our 3rd Sunday Singing and Fellowship . We

wi || be celebrating James

We willhaveafl g i v i n fpr ydu @pud in your wishes
for their new life together. This will be in lieu of a shower.
The menu will be salads and sandwiches.

Wedding Showetr...

There will be a wedding shower for Amy Hoelscher on Sun-
day, April 25th at 2:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. All la-
dies of the congregation are invited. Amy is the bride of Neil
Newcomb and the rescheduled wedding date will be April
24t h. They are registered
Kohl ' s.

Wedding Invitation...

We have received an invitation to the wedding of Amy Hoel-
scher and Neil Newcomb. The wedding is on Saturday, April
24th, at 1:00 p.m. at the Piedmont Road Church of Christ.
All members of North Cobb are invited to attend.

Bible Correspondence Program
Introduces Series 7 6 The Christian

Way
The following description of The Christian Way came from
the publisher. “Many Chr

because they have never been taught how to live the Chris-
tian life. The Christian Way is a ten lesson course designed
to answer this need. It presents Christianity as a way of life,
not just a catalog of duties. Each lesson is tied to this concept
so that the student will gain a broader appreciation of the
depth and meaning of his

Luncheon, Sunday, May 2nd...

Our Gospel Meeting — May 2-5, with brother Curtis Cates is
fast approaching. Following morning worship on May 2nd
we will have a potluck lunch. Please bring your favorite

WELCOME VISITORS!

YOU ARE OUR HONORED GUESTS

We are pleased the Lord has brought you to
our worship services. We pray He will bless you as we

worship Him today.

Please fill out the visitors card located on the
back of the pew and pass it to the center aisle. We
would like a record of your attendance.

Hearing Impaired equipment is available.
Please ask the usher for assistance.

Area Events

04/24 13th Annual Camp Inagehi Golf Tourna-

ment

at the West Pines Golf Course in Doug-

lasville,

More info is available at

www.campinagehi. Org
05/ 01
the Raino

Ellijayds Ladies

with Beck Blackmon, 9:00 am. 8 12:00 p.m.
5/17 Georgia AGAPE Golf Marathon. This

fund

raising event involves a team which

works hard

to raise sponsorship to play in a day

long golfing

experience to benefit AGAPE
06/13-18 Villa Rica Future Preacher and Church

Leader

Good News Today with James WatKins

INSP (Inspiration Network) Sunday 7 am; INSP -
Dishnet, channel 259; direcTV, 364, Check local cable

Preaching the Gospel - James Watkins, Speaker
Good News Today; see GBN, 24/7, Broadband: go to

GBNTV.org, click on the live stream
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INSP (Inspiration Network) at 7:30 A.M. on Sunday

WEEKLY CONTRIBUTION & ATTENDANCE

g 1+ »
Sunday, April 4
Contribution: $3,228.00

A.M. Attendance: 138
P.M. Attendance: 60

Sunday, April 11
$3,462.00

A.M. Attendance: 83
P.M. Attendance: 54
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Privileged to Serve...
SUNDAY AM APRIL 18 APRIL 25
. Prep Communion The Williams The Stephens
Lee Davis 770-424-6611 | Greeters The Stephens The Williams
Minister Cell 678-907-9911 | Song Leader James Long David Dangar
e-mail Announcements James Long David Dangar
leedavis@ il Opening Prayer Don Giles Richard Parker
e.leedavis@gmail.com Communion R. D. Stephens James Long
ffi Kenneth Lock Raymond Guy
Office 770-424-6611 Wallace Smith Michael Johnson
Bob Healey Bill Hutto
Fax No: (770) 424-6012 Ray Varner Barrett Hutto
. Keith Loweance Mike McBride
e-mail ad ncccoffice@bellsouth.net Scripture Reading Michael Johnson James Holloway
dress Closing Prayer Fred Glass Ray Varner
SUNDAY PM APRIL 18 APRIL 25
Announcements David Dangar Kenneth Lock
: Richard Parker Don Cowart
Opening Prayer .
A ~ . D K h Lock
Godos Plan of Ssadladat i ofiliome penneth Loc
LordSs Supp B;)bl;y Wl;lliams Mark Rob}ig
” Hear the gospel Romans 10:1817 gigggg;;x}i?mg Kenneth Lock Charles Landerfelt
. .. APRIL 21 APRIL 28
7 Believe the gospél Mark 16:15-16 XVEDNESDAYt Don Cowart Keith Lowrance
nnouncements Don Cowart Keith Lowrance
FT] Song Leader Wallace Smith Bruce Daniell
¥ Repent of Sing Acts 17:30 Prayer
Bobby Williams Don Giles
USHERS
g Confess Christ as Savior NURSERY Mark Roby Bob Healey
Matthew 10:3233 APRIL 18 o R TON
_ ) ) _ AM: Jﬁggg ](‘}(1);; Bobby Williams
¥ Be baptized into Christ Galatians 3:27
APRIL 25
¥ Live a faithful Christian life i AM: l‘élsw Jghnson If you are unable to serve at your ap-
Revelation 2:10 race Varier — hointed time, please call Keith Lowrance
@ 4042859831
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