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PEOPLE OF GOD:
ZEALOUS OF GOOD WORKS 1

CURTIS A. CATES

Introduction

In any field of endeavor, zeal is an absolutely necessary ingredient to
attain success. Enthusiasm is the mainstream of human accomplishments. No
goal is attained without zeal either in our relationship with man or in our rela-
tionship to God. Often, though, many of the world have much more zeal in seek-
ing to accomplish the mundane tasks and objectives in life than many Christians
have in seeking to fulfill their mission as the people of God. ... for the children of
this world are in their generation wiser than the children of light (Luke 16:8).
Elijah, in pouring out his heart to the Lord said, I have been very jealous
(zealous) for Jehovah, the God of hosts (I Kings 19:10). He had been very dedi-
cated in the Lord's service. The Lord commands us to be zealous. Paul wrote that
we are, Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; Who gave himself for us, that he might re-
deem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of
good works (Titus 2:13-14). Unfortunately, as King Belshazzar was weighed in
the balances and found wanting (that is, his deeds were compared to God's abso-
lute moral law and came up short, Daniel 5:22-28), it is very possible that the
scales might indicate many of us fall short in the area of enthusiasm for the
Lord's cause and kingdom. On the other hand, the possibility exists that one may
have zeal, but lack adequate knowledge. Especially is that possible in one's
youth, wherein one can be overzealous. The young hot-headed fools urged Reho-
boam to make the burdens of the people heavier, instead of lighter than Solomon
had made them. Rehoboam rejected the sage, level-headed advice of the older
men, who urged him to lighten the burdens. Of course, this was all that the ambi-
tious Jeroboam needed to take the lead in the northern kingdom's division from
Judah (II Chron. 10). God's people should seek that blend and balance between
the inspiring, optimistic, exciting, and tireless energy of youth and the seasoned,
deliberate, steady, and studied wisdom of age and experience.

Zeal Defined
The word "zeal,” from zelos, comes from a root meaning to boil; it indicates
warmth of attitude of heart, or feeling. Appearing some seventeen times in the
New Testament, zelos can indicate warmth that is good or bad, depending upon
the nature of the warmth. That attitude Christians must have is enthusiasm,
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(continued from Page 1)
ardor, eagerness. From the Greek en and theos, enthusiasm
means "God within you," indicating the source of one's zeal.
Walter Chrysler pinpointed enthusiasm, or zeal, as that
characteristic his salesmen could least afford to be without.
Could the need be any less critical in the life of the Chris-
tian, who is to, ... Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields;
for they are white already to harvest (John 4:35). One can
begin to get an idea of the warmth of fervor indicated in the
word by examining its use in Hebrews 10:26-27, ... there
remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, But a certain fearful
looking for of judgment and fiery indignation [fierceness of
fire, zelos], which shall devour the adversaries. Unlike the
flamboyant grandiosity of the ostentatious showman, this
motivation and excitement springs from true devotion to the
Lord and genuine sympathy for the needs of humanity.
Christ is seen within the Christian (Matt. 5:16; I Tim. 4:12),
"God within." For Paul to live was Christ (Phil. 1:21); he
wrote, And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord,
and not unto men (Col. 3:23). Spiritual, scriptural zeal must,
therefore, be personal. Every Christian must feel personally
the responsibility to bring forth fruit unto God (Rom. 7:4).
Teaching our neighbors demands that we teach them. Re-
lieving the fatherless and widows depends upon each of us.
Many in local congregations like to talk about what "we"
are doing, but they are often not carrying their shares of the
responsibility. Could the one talent man in the judgment
reason thus: "Lord, thou hast given us five, two and one tal-
ents and have gotten in return fifteen instead of the eight
you gave us?" No, for what had he done to contribute to the
increase? He was a wicked and slothful servant (Matt. 25:26
-30). To be continued...

—_Indestructible Book

Many men have tried to destroy the Bible. In A.D. 303, the
Roman Emperor Diocletian issued an edict to destroy Chris-
tians and their Bibles. Over a burned Bible, he built a monu-
ment on which he wrote these words, Extincto momene Chris-
tianorum (meaning “ t h e name Chri sti
Twenty years later, Diocletian was dead and the new Emperor
Constantine commissioned fifty copies of the Bible to be pre-
pared at government expense.

I n 1776, the French ph
hundred years from my day, there will not be a Bible in the
earth except one that is |
One hundred years from the
first edition of his works sold for eleven cents in Paris, but the
British government paid Russia half a million dollars for an
ancient Bible manuscript.

It truly is interesting to read what men have tried to do
with God’'s Word, which sh
earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass
away” (Matthew 24:35). -
Author unknown
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Members
Polly Giles Linda Parker Melvin
Cargle
Eileen La Rue Dorothy Wheeler Modeen
Addington Mary Cargle Cora
Davis Connie Cowart
Grace Varner Ray Varner Flora Fos-
ter

Friends and Family
Robert C. Anderson (multiple sclerosis, son-in-law of Dorothy
Schreiber)
Don Cobb (severe problems with heart replacement, brother of
Mike Upchurch)
Josephine Toussaint (failing health, mother of the Musgraves)
Stan Coleman (taking new cancer agent, no new cancer
growths brother of Warren Coleman)
Janice Brandon (4th stage cancer, chemo, relative of Peggie
Rhodes)
Bobby Gayton (prostate cancer, preacher at Cartersville Church
of Christ)
Lloyd Fisher (cancer, father of a friend of Lee Davis and Ray
Varner)
J. D. Sanders (cancer all over his body, brother of Dean Smith)
Alana Martin (auto accident in CO, critical, granddaughter of
Jerry Martin, preacher of Cordova congregation in Memphis
and instructor for Memphis School of Preaching)

Nancy Laws (Lou Gehrigds diseas
Mrs. Dean (rare type breast cancer, Friend of Bill Gooch)
Amber Kenyon (advanced cancer, wife of Brian, Director of
Florida SOP)

Teresa Powers (cancer, wife of Larry Powers, preacher friend of
Lee Davis)

Viola Rogers (fell and broke the bone above her ankle, regular
visitor )

a Joel Johnson (complications, triple bypass heart surgery, grandfa-

ther of Michael)

Melissa Stephens & Family (medical problems, daughter of Peggie

Rhodes)

Howard Burnette (pneumonia and sepsis following surgery, father
of Brad)

Paul & Sarah Dangar (Sarah suffering from severe pain lower back
and leg. Paul fell on Wed. and is being checked by his doctor. Par-

ents of David)
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NEWS FROM NORTH COBB...

| Events & Activities at North

03/22 Monday Night for the Master @ 6:00 p.m.
03/23 Bible Correspondence Group @ 10:00 a.m.
03/27 Pancake Breakfast for the congregation @
04/11-16 9:00 a.m.
05/2-5 Men’s Florida Retreat

Gospel Meeting with Brother Curtis Cates

Good Works Initiative...

The NCCC (North Cobb church of Christ) Good Works Initiative
desires to assist the North Cobb members and guests with transpor-
tation needs to and from worship services. They will also assist
with transportation to and from medical appointments and general
points of interest (grocery shopping, errands). Please contact Amy
Hoelscher at 770-715-8318 if you need these services or would like
to be put on a call list for rides to church in bad weather.

3rd Sunday Singing and Fellowship...
This evening is our 3rd Sunday Singing and Fellowship. Please
bring i Al | T hi n dos our@ellewaship Meal, including
drinks and desserts. Please plan to help set up and clean up. If you
have questAil dn sT ha nayuheck&itheLerny and
Dawn Stubblefield.

Pancake Breakfast...

Everyone is invited to a Pancake Breakfast on Saturday, March 27
at 9:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Please bring meats, side dishes,
fruit and egg dishes. Pancakes will be provided. Please see Larry or
Dawn Stubblefield if you have questions.

Annual Mends Florida
The Annual Men’' s Flori da -Ratt
the Hutto’'s River House in

are invited to attend. A sign-up sheet is posted on the bulletin
board. Please see Bill Hutto if you have questions.

Guest Speaker...

Brother Lee will be attend the Memphis School of Preaching Lec-
tureships this month and in his absence Don Giles will speak at the
a.m. services on March 28 and Tate Williams will speak at the p.m.
service.

Thank You...
To North Cobb Church of Christ,
Thanks to all of my brothers and sisters, for your cards,
calls, text messages, for well wishes and love.
Your encouragement meant so much to me.
Il m healing really wel/l
Love to all of you. Yours In Christ,
Flora M. Foster
P.S. Hugs and kisses also!! (smiles)

Woodstock Day School...

Please see the bulletin board for information about the Woodstock
Day School. They are accepting applications for 1 Year Olds
through Kindergarten. Also teaching positions are available.

P

WELCOME VISITORS!
YOU ARE OUR HONORED GUESTS

We are pleased the Lord has brought you to
our worship services. We pray He will bless you as we
worship Him today.

Please fill out the visitors card located on the
back of the pew and pass it to the center aisle. We
would like a record of your attendance.

Hearing Impaired equipment is available.
Please ask the usher for assistance.

Area Events

06/6-11 Villa Rica Future Preacher and Church
Leader

Camp. More information to come.
10/2010 Inspiration Day in Sahiwal, Paki-
stan to hear

the Gospel of Christ. The theme is
0OChrist is

Alived. A work of t
try at the

he Wo

Georgia School of Preaching and Biblical Studies
Marietta Campus I Spring 2010

The spring classes for the Marietta campus will begin Mon-
day, March 22nd and Tuesday, March 23. Please see the
bulletin board for a list of the classes and enrollment forms.
If you have questions or need more information, please con-
tact Lee Davis

11
hjrega

Good News Today with James Watkins
INSP (Inspiration Network) Sunday 7 am; INSP -
Dishnet, channel 259; direcTV, 364, Check local cable

Preaching the Gospel - James Watkins, Speaker
Good News Today; see GBN, 24/7, Broadband: go to

GBNTV.org, click on the live stream

I n Search of itViacdyoh ioSpedlé@rs
INSP (Inspiration Network) at 7:30 A.M. on Sunday

Wa y

WEEKLY CONTRIBUTION & ATTENDANCE

Sunday, March 7 Sunday, March 14
Contribution: $3,518.00 Contribution: $3,435.00
A.M. Attendance: 86 A.M. Attendance: 101

P.M. Attendance: 44 P.M. Attendance: 67




Privileged to Serve...

SUNDAY AM MARCH 21 MARCH 28
. Prep Communion The Smiths The Williams
Lee Davis 770-424-6611 | Greeters The Healeys The Stephens
Minister Cell 678-907-9911 | Song Leader Kenneth Lock James Long
. Announcements Kenneth Lock James Long
e-mail . .
. . Opening Prayer David Dangar Elmer La Rue
e.leedavis@gmail.com Communion R. D. Stephens Larry Stubblefield
. Bobby Williams Kenneth Lock
Office 770-424-6611 Wallace Smith Bobby Williams
Bob Healey Mike McBride
Fax No: (770) 424-6012 Jeff Fisher Bill Hutto
e-mail ad- Fred Glass Ray Varner
ncccoffice@bellsouth.net | Scripture Reading Bobby Williams Michael Johnson
dress Closing Prayer Bruce Daniell Keith Lowrance
SUNDAY PM MARCH 21 MARCH 28
Announcements James Long David Dangar
; Ray Varner Richard Parker
Opening Prayer James Long David Dangar

Gododés Pl an of BSeandlegd@ t | O

LoT a0 SupphbSees L Subieid

” Hear the gospel Romans 10:15617 gigggg;;x}i?mg Michael Johnson Charles Landerfelt

. . MARCH 24 MARCH 31

f Believe the gospél Mark 16:15-16 XVEDNESDAY Wallace Smith Don Cowart

S;ﬁ?gggﬁgents Wallace Sr_nith an Cowart
” Repent of Sing Acts 17:30 Prayer Bruce Daniell Will Hutto
Will Hutto Wallace Smith
USHERS :
g Confess Christ as Savior Tim Thompson R.D. Stephens
Matthew 10:3233 MARCH o CONTRIBUTION
AM: ]lj\?wg VC\If(i)l(l)i(;kIlns Keith Lowrance
7 Be baptized into Christ Galatians 3:27 v
MARCH 31
# Live a faithful Christian life T g“ﬁ;ngl?f‘;gl q If you are unable to serve at your ap-
Revelation 2:10 pointed time, please call Ken Lock @
Sue Healey
7702945247
Foe
<"y 7C The Church of Christ at North Cobb
L <2 885 Shiloh Road, NW
24 \ ¢ Kennesaw, GA 30144-1383
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