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“To Play Or Not To Play, That Is The Question!”
Part 1

Lee Davis

Those who are Christians are to maintain and practice the Biblical mandates to
only practice that which comes from the “oracles of God” and by the authority
of Christ (I Peter 4:11; Colossians 3:17).

With these verses in mind, let’s examine the question of what kind of music is
to be used in worship to God? One might say, “This is a non-issue! God does
not care how we worship Him as long as we are sincere!” Well, is this really
God’s position? Let’s answer that by asking some questions. Was it important
to God as to what kind of wood was to be used in the building of the Ark of
Noah? (Gen. 6:22) Did it matter to God what kind of fire was used by Nadab
and Abihu in worship? (Lev.10:1-2) When Uzzah touched the Ark of the
Covenant and was killed by God for doing so, do you think God thought it was
an issue of importance? It has always been an issue with God as to whether or
not one strictly adheres to His Word. (Duet. 4:2; Proverbs 30:6; Revelation
22:18-19; John 14:15; Matthew 7:21-28)

What does the Bible teach about this issue? First, there are three kinds of mu-
sic. l.Instrumental 2. Vocal 3. A combination of the two. The Bible says,
“Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and
making melody in your heart to the Lord” (Ephesians 5:19) The Bible author-
izes a certain kind of music. It is VOCAL music. This verse has been used to
say that the use of mechanical instruments is authorized in worship. It is stated
that the word “psallo” in the text, means ‘to pluck or twang like a harp or other
stringed instrument’. First, this is an absolute abuse of the Greek Lexicon. In
every major lexical work, the statement is made that while this is the case of
the use of the word, “psallo” in the Old Testament, the meaning changed over
time to have a different application in the New Testament (Liddell and Scott;
Arndt and Gingrich, Thayer, etc.) In the Old Testament, the instrument was
mechanical and literal. But in the New Testament, the instrument is named in
the text; ‘the heart’. Second, look at the verse. “Speaking to yourselves...in
psalms” is the phrase used by the Holy Spirit. This means that each member
was to participate in the activity of “psalloing”(sic). That is the action of the
verbs and pronouns in the text. If this word authorizes a mechanical instru-
ment, then this would mean that all must use a mechanical instrument of mu-
sic. The action would demand that every member do so at the same time.
Surely, no one would defend such a ludicrous position! But, if we simply inter-
pret the verse as it is found in the Scripture, we can ‘play’ the HEART and ful-
fill this command. This would be done by singing and nothing else. To be con-
tinued...... Lee




Are You Down in the Pit(s)?

“And it came to pass, when Joseph was come unto his
brethren, that they stripped Joseph out of his coat, his
coat of many colors that was on him, and they took him,
and cast him into a pit: and the pit was empty, there was
not water in it” (Genesis 37:23-24).

Have you ever felt like Joseph must have felt on
this occasion? Forsaken by those who loved you — having
that which was precious to you taken away (his freedom
and his coat)? Their original thought was to kill him, but
eventually they chose to get rid of him by selling him to
Ishmaelite traders. They though they were through with
Joseph, but God intervened.

Trials in life make us bitter or better. Problems
can either be opportunities to strive to do the right thing,
or they can be obstacles that cause us to shrink back and
not do what we can to fix the problem.

A friend once called me with a personal problem.
His words were, “I’m about at the end of my rope — I do
not know where to turn.” He was down in the pits, but
instead of withdrawing and giving up, he asked for help.
He surrounded himself with resources (his friends) who
could give him counsel and insight into how he could get
out of the pits. Today he is much better because he al-
lowed the “bumps” in his road to lift him up to a higher
plane of living.

Joseph no longer had his family, but he had the
greatest friend man ever had — his God (Romans 8:31).
His days of despair were not over. He ended up in the pit
(prison) again because he maintained his integrity and his
accountability to God. “How then can I do this great
wickedness, and sin against God?” (Genesis 39:9). Even
in prison, God was watching over him and blessed him
(Genesis 39:21-23). In the end, God made Joseph the sec-
ond in command of the pagan nation of Egypt. Joseph
was reunited with his people, and ultimately
(providentially) his family became the nation of Israel
that inherited the promised land.

God has promised us that He will not forsake us
(Hebrews 13:5-6). Even when we must travel through the
valley of death, He has promised to stay with us (Psalm
23:4). May we look for the help He makes available to
us, and may we strive to use the problems of life as step-
ping-stones to greater service and as opportunities to
grow and to become better, stronger children of God.

Don Williams, The Lincoln Light,
Huntsville, Alabama
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Sick

. And Remember Them
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Members
Polly Giles Linda Parker Melvin
Cargle
Eileen La Rue Dorothy Wheeler Modeen
Addington Mary Cargle Cora
Davis Connie Cowart
Grace Varner Ray Varner Flora Fos-
ter

Friends and Family
Robert C. Anderson (multiple sclerosis, son-in-law of Dorothy
Schreiber)
Don Cobb (severe problems with heart replacement, brother of
Mike Upchurch)
Josephine Toussaint (failing health, mother of the Musgraves)
Stan Coleman (taking new cancer agent, no new cancer
growths brother of Warren Coleman)
Dad of Sue Healey (stomach cancer)
Janice Brandon (4th stage cancer, chemo, relative of Peggie
Rhodes)
Bobby Gayton (prostate cancer, preacher at Cartersville Church
of Christ)
Lloyd Fisher (cancer, father of a friend of Lee Davis and Ray
Varner)
J. D. Sanders (cancer all over his body, brother of Dean Smith)
Alana Martin (auto accident in CO, critical, granddaughter of
Jerry Martin, preacher of Cordova congregation in Memphis
and instructor for Memphis School of Preaching)
Sarah Powell (continuing medical problems, former member)
Mother of Liz LaBree (hospice care, Liz is friend of Sue Healey)
Nancy Laws (Lou Gehrigds
Mrs. Dean (rare type breast cancer, Friend of Bill Gooch)
Amber Kenyon (advanced cancer, wife of Brian, Director of
Florida SOP)
Teresa Powers (cancer, wife of Larry Powers, preacher friend of
Lee Davis)
Viola Rogers (fell and broke the bone above her ankle, regular
visitor )
Joel Johnson (complications, triple bypass heart surgery, grandfa-
ther of Michael)
Melissa Stephens & Family (medical problems, daughter of Peggie
Rhodes)

Serving in the Military

Michael Mince, nephew of Peggie Rhodes Alex Highfield, nephew of
the Williams Jeremy Wheeler, son-in-law of the Guys Doug
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| Birthdays & Anniversa-

) 03/15 Linda Parker
' 03/15 Tim Thompson
‘?'. 03/20 Tami Thompson
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NEWS FROM NORTH COBB...

Events & Activities at North

03/15 Monday Night for the Master @ 6:00 p.m.
03/16 Bible Correspondence Group @ 10:00 a.m.
03/20 Men’s Business Meeting & Breakfast @ 8:30
03/21 a.m.

03/27 3rd Sunday Singing and Fellowship
04/11-16 Pancake Breakfast for congregation @ 9:00
05/2-5 a.m.

Sympathy...

We extend our sympathy to Bill Hutto and his family. Bill’s
brother, Clifton Hutto, passed away on Tuesday, March 9th and
funeral services were held in Mount Pleasant, SC on Friday.

We also extend our condolences to Betty Ragsdale at the death
of her sister, Thelma Rutledge, on Friday, March 12th. Visita-
tion will be held from 12:30 — 1:30 today at the Winkenhofer
Funeral Home, 2950 North Cobb Parkway, Kennesaw, GA.
Funeral services will follow visitation at 1:30 p.m. in the
Winkenhofer Chapel.

Good Works Initiative...

The NCCC Good Works Initiative desires to assist the North
Cobb members and guests with transportation needs to and
from worship services. They will also assist with transportation
to and from medical appointments and general points of interest
(grocery shopping, errands). Please contact Amy Hoelscher at
770-715-8318 if you need these services or would like to be put
on a call list for rides to church in bad weather.

3rd Sunday Singing and Fellowship...
March 21st is our 3rd Sunday Singing and Fellowship. Please
bring “All Things Green” for our Fellowship Meal, including
drinks and desserts. Please plan to help set up and clean up. If
you have questions about “All Things Green”, check with
Larry and Dawn Stubblefield.

Pancake Breakfast...

Everyone is invited to a Pancake Breakfast on Saturday, March
27 at 9:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Please bring meats, side
dishes, fruit and egg dishes. Pancakes will be provided. Please
see Larry or Dawn Stubblefield if you have questions.

Annual Mends Florida
The Annual Men’s Florida Retreat is scheduled for April 11-16
at the Hutto’s River House in Palatka. All men of the congrega-
tion are invited to attend. A sign-up sheet is posted on the bulle-
tin board. Please see Bill Hutto if you have questions.

Guest Speaker...
Brother Lee will be attend the Memphis School of Preaching
Lectureships this month and in his absence Don Giles will
speak at a.m. services on March 28 and Tate Williams will
speak at the p.m. service.

WELCOME VISITORS!

YOU ARE OUR HONORED GUESTS

We are pleased the Lord has brought you to
our worship services. We pray He will bless you as we
worship Him today.

Please fill out the visitors card located on the
back of the pew and pass it to the center aisle. We
would like a record of your attendance.

Hearing Impaired equipment is available.
Please ask the usher for assistance.

Area Events

06/6-11 Villa Rica Future Preacher and Church
Leader

Camp. More information to come.
10/2010 Inspiration Day in Sahiwal, Paki-
stan to hear

the Gospel of Christ. The theme is
0OChrist is

Alived. A work of t
try at the

i e

Georgia School of Preaching and Biblical Studies
Marietta Campus — Spring 2010

The spring classes for the Marietta campus will begin Mon-
day, March 22nd and Tuesday, March 23. Please see the
bulletin board for a list of the classes and enrollment forms.
If you have questions or need more information, please con-
tact Lee Davis

Good News Today with James Watkins
INSP (Inspiration Network) Sunday 7 am; INSP -
Dishnet, channel 259; direcTV, 364, Check local cable

Preaching the Gospel - James Watkins, Speaker
Good News Today; see GBN, 24/7, Broadband: go to

GBNTV.org, click on the live stream

In Search of the Lord’s Way — Mac Lyon — Speaker
INSP (Inspiration Network) at 7:30 A.M. on Sunday

WEEKLY CONTRIBUTION & ATTENDANCE

Sunday, February 28 Sunday, March 7
Contribution: $2,853.00 Contribution: $3,554.00
A.M. Attendance: 107 A.M. Attendance: 86
P.M. Attendance: 46 P.M. Attendance: 44




Privileged to Serve...

SUNDAY AM MARCH 14 MARCH 21
. Prep Communion The Smiths The Williams
Lee Davis 770-424-6611 | Greeters The Healeys The Stephens
Minister Cell 678-907-9911 | Song Leader Kenneth Lock James Long
. Announcements Kenneth Lock James Long
e-mail . .
. . Opening Prayer David Dangar Elmer La Rue
e.leedavis@gmail.com Communion R. D. Stephens Larry Stubblefield
. Bobby Williams Kenneth Lock
Office 770-424-6611 Wallace Smith Bobby Williams
Bob Healey Mike McBride
Fax No: (770) 424-6012 Jeff Fisher Bill Hutto
e-mail ad- Fred Glass Ray Varner
ncccoffice@bellsouth.net | Scripture Reading Bobby Williams Michael Johnson
dress Closing Prayer Bruce Daniell Keith Lowrance
SUNDAY PM MARCH 14 MARCH 21
Announcements James Long David Dangar
; Ray Varner Richard Parker
Opening Prayer James Long David Dangar

Gododés Pl an of BSeandlegd@ t | O

Lordds Supp . D. Stephens Larry Stubblefield
. . . . Bobby Williams R. D. Stephens
” Hear the gospel Romans 10:15617 gigg;%r;l}z?g?mg Michael Johnson Charles Landerfelt
. .. MARCH 17 MARCH 24
7 Believe the gospél Mark 16:15-16 XVEDNESDAYt Wallace Smith Don Cowart
S;ﬁ?ﬁggﬁgen § Wallace Smith Don Cowart
7 Repent of Sing Acts 17:30 Prayer Bruce Daniell Will Hutto
Will Hutto Wallace Smith
USHERS .
# Confess Christ as Savior NURSERY Tim Thompson R.D. Stephens
. CONTRIBUTION
Matthew 10:3233 MARCH 14 COUNTERS

AM: Misty Johnson

Keith Lowrance
Grace Varner

¥ Be baptized into Christ Galatians 3:27

MARCH 21
¢ Live a faithful Christian life i AM: ﬁyﬁg%ﬁi’&‘ns If you are unable to serve at your ap-
Revelation 2:10 pointed time, please call Ken Lock @
7702945247
C/\“urg/’ox\ .
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