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"What Makes A Great Church" 1V

[ A sermon delivered by Batsell Barrett Baxter on August 11, 1968 at the

Hillsboro Church of Christ, Nashville, Tennessee and hear over radio sta-
tion WLAC at 8:05 P.M. |

Continued.....
4. The Necessity of Work

Still another essential of greatness is WORK. No church can become
great until it begins to carry out the work that God intends for his children
to do. James 1:27 "Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is
this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep him-
self unspotted from the world.” The Lord intends for his disciples to feed the
hungry, clothe the naked, care for the poor, encourage the disheartened,
and lift up the fallen. He intends for his followers to carry the message of a
better life and a better world to all men. There is no place in his church for
the lazy or indolent. It is not a matter of knowing or believing only, but also
of doing.

Jesus closed his great sermon on the mount with the words, Matthew
7:21-27, "Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the
kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in
heaven. ?Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophe-
sied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name
done many wonderful works? ZAnd then will I profess unto them, I never
knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. **Therefore whosoever
heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise
man, which built his house upon a rock: **And the rain descended, and the
floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not:
for it was founded upon a rock. %And every one that heareth these sayings
of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built
his house upon the sand: 2’ And the rain descended, and the floods came, and
the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall

of it.”

(continued on Page 2)




(Continued)
5. The Necessity of Fellowship

Finally, it is imperative that there be a warm
and continuing fellowship among the members of a
congregation if the church is to be great. The mem-
bers must love each other. They must not be divined
by jealousy or factionalism. Christ said, John 13:34-
35, "A new commandment I give unto you, That ye
love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love
one another. By this shall all men know that ye are
my disciples, if ye have love one to another”. Paul em-
phasized the importance of unity in Ephesians 4:3
when he spoke of the "unity of the Spirit in the bond
of peace." Christians must work together and wor-
ship together because they love each other.

CONCLUSION:

Before a church is great there must be a thor-
ough understanding of God's will. There must be a
deep consecration, a giving of ourselves to the Lord.
There must be a willingness to work. These go far to-
ward making a church great. Along with these quali-
ties there must be love of the brethren or fellowship.
There must be real Christian unity. You cannot work
if you pull against each other. When you have told the
story in these terms then you have spelled out great-
ness.

It is not size, it is not wealth; it is not fine buildings; it
is not a long and illustrious history; it is not prestige.
Rather it is a knowledge of God's will which leads to a
commitment of all that one has to the Lord. This leads
one to work for the Lord in unity with other brethren.
This makes a church great.

HHEREISANENDTO-6ODB S PATHENCE!—

Our God is a God of infinite virtue. His love is boundless.
His mercy is absolute. His grace unhindered. But even our God
in time will say, “enough.” With the world of Sodom, with the
world of Noah, with the nation of Israel the time came when
God said, “I will go no farther with these people.” This is a
lesson from the Word of God that people, nations, and even the
Lord’s Church never seems to learn. In time, sometime, at
God’s own good time. He will bring an end to this foolishness;
and the curtain will come down for the final time.

Paul, writing to the Church in Thessalonica puts it in these
words, “taking vengeance on those who know not God and
obey not the Gospel...” The Hebrews writer states, “It is a
fearful thing to fall into the hands of a living God.” We worry
about money wars, sickness, all kinds of things take up our
worry time. The one thing we should all be concerned about is
when our God tells His Son and His angels “I have had
enough.”

- Bulletin Digest
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Members
Polly Giles Linda Parker Melvin
Cargle
Eileen La Rue Dorothy Wheeler Modeen
Addington Mary Cargle Cora
Davis Connie Cowart
Grace Varner Ray Varner Flora Fos-
ter

Friends and Family
Robert C. Anderson (multiple sclerosis, son-in-law of Dorothy
Schreiber)
Don Cobb (severe problems with heart replacement, brother of
Mike Upchurch)
Josephine Toussaint (failing health, mother of the Musgraves)
Stan Coleman (taking new cancer agent, no new cancer
growths brother of Warren Coleman)
Dad of Sue Healey (stomach cancer)
Janice Brandon (4th stage cancer, chemo, relative of Peggie
Rhodes)
Bobby Gayton (prostate cancer, preacher at Cartersville Church
of Christ)
Lloyd Fisher (cancer, father of a friend of Lee Davis and Ray
Varner)
J. D. Sanders (cancer all over his body, brother of Dean Smith)
Alana Martin (auto accident in CO, critical, granddaughter of
Jerry Martin, preacher of Cordova congregation in Memphis
and instructor for Memphis School of Preaching)
Sarah Powell (continuing medical problems, former member)
Mother of Liz LaBree (hospice care, Liz is friend of Sue Healey)
Nancy Laws (Lou Gehrigds
Mrs. Dean (rare type breast cancer, Friend of Bill Gooch)
Amber Kenyon (advanced cancer, wife of Brian, Director of
Florida SOP)
Teresa Powers (cancer, wife of Larry Powers, preacher friend of
Lee Davis)
Viola Rogers (fell and broke the bone above her ankle, regular
visitor )
Joel Johnson (complications, triple bypass heart surgery, grandfa-
ther of Michael)
Melissa Stephens & Family (medical problems, daughter of Peggie
Rhodes)
Clifton Hutto (heart attack, brother of Bill Hutto)

Serving in the Military

Michael Mince, nephew of Peggie Rhodes Alex Highfield, nephew of
the Williams Jeremy Wheeler, son-in-law of the Guys Doug

di sease,

| Birthdays & Anniversa-

03/10 Melvin Cargle
03/12 Maxine Hoover

a |



NEWS FROM NORTH COBB...

Events & Activities at North

03/08 Monday Night for the Master @ 6:00 p.m.
03/09 Bible Correspondence Group @ 10:00 a.m.
03/20 Men’s Business Meeting & Breakfast @ 8:30
03/21 a.m.
03/27 3rd Sunday Singing and Fellowship
04/11-16 Pancake Breakfast for congregation @ 9:00
05/2-5 a.m.

Men’s Florida Retreat

3rd Sunday Singing and Fellowship...
March 21st is our 3rd Sunday Singing and Fellowship. Please
bring “All Things Green” for our Fellowship Meal, including
drinks and desserts. Please plan to help set up and clean up. If
you have questions about “All Things Green”, check with
Larry and Dawn Stubblefield.

Pancake Breakfast...

Everyone is invited to a Pancake Breakfast on Saturday, March
27 at 9:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Please bring meats, side
dishes, fruit and egg dishes. Pancakes will be provided. Please
see Larry or Dawn Stubblefield if you have questions.

Annual Mends Florida
The Annual Men’s Florida Retreat is scheduled for April 11-16
at the Hutto’s River House in Palatka. All men of the congrega-
tion are invited to attend. A sign-up sheet is posted on the bulle-
tin board. Please see Bill Hutto if you have questions.

New Address 0 Correction...

We will miss Jean Smith who has recently moved to Summer-
ville, GA, not Summerville, AL as published last week. Jean’s
new address is: 50 Saratoga Way; Apt. B19; Summerville, GA
30747.

WHY LORD?

Why Lord? Did you bestow, on me who has not worth,
A Savior, Christ, who died for me, upon this wicked earth!
Why Lord? Did you bless me so, and to me give Thy Son,

To me, who fails to see the fault till all the harm is done.

Why Lord? Do I fail to see Thy glory and Thy power,
Where if I’d only trust in it, I’d be content each hour.
Why Lord? When I feel Thy hand attempt to make me straight,
Do I rebel, and turn from Thee, and in Thee lose my faith!

Why Lord? Do you love me so, and treat me as Thine own,
When I so seldom turn to thee, to receive the love you’ve shown.
Why Lord? In all my trials, do you ever build me up,
When I so easily forget Thee, and with Satan go to sup!

It must be infinite goodness and everlasting love,
That lifts me when I falter, and turns my heart above!
It must be God’s own mercy, and His saving grace I see,
When I look to Calvary, and His Son He gave to me?
- Don Kent, St Clairsville, OH Church of Christ

WELCOME VISITORS!

YOU ARE OUR HONORED GUESTS

We are pleased the Lord has brought you to
our worship services. We pray He will bless you as we
worship Him today.

Please fill out the visitors card located on the
back of the pew and pass it to the center aisle. We
would like a record of your attendance.

Hearing Impaired equipment is available.
Please ask the usher for assistance.

Area Events

03/5-7 Weekend Lectureship on Proof and
Defense of
the Bible at Avondale Church of Christ
Speaker Keith A. Mosher, Sr, Dean of

Academics

at Memphis School of Preaching
03/13 Youth Rally at Piedmont Road church
of

Christ 8:30 a.m. 6 3:00 p.m. Theme:
OBui |t
Lord Tougho
03/12-14 8th Annual Youth Rally 6 SOAR 2010
Theme: Godoés Game P

tral church
of Christ in Augusta, GA

03/22- Georgia School of Preaching and Bibli-
cal Studies

Good News Today with James Watkins
INSP (Inspiration Network) Sunday 7 am; INSP -
Dishnet, channel 259; direcTV, 364, Check local cable
systems for the channel number for INSP

Preaching the Gospel - James Watkins, Speaker
Good News Today; see GBN, 24/7, Broadband: go to

GBNTV.org, click on the live stream

In Search of the Lord’s Way — Mac Lyon — Speaker
INSP (Inspiration Network) at 7:30 A.M. on Sunday

WEEKLY CONTRIBUTION

Sunday, February 21
$2,853.00

Sunday, February 28
$3,554.00




Privileged to Serve...
SUNDAY AM MARCH 7 MARCH 14
. Prep Communion The Huttos The Smiths
Lee Davis 770-424-6611 | Greeters Peggie Rhodes The Healeys
Minister Cell 678-907-9911 Daisy Leverance
e-mail Song Leader David Dangar Kenneth Lock
eleedavis@email.com Announcements David Dangar Kenpeth Lock
- g . Opening Prayer Fred Glass David Dangar
. Communion Will Hutto R. D. Stephens
Offlce 770-424-6611 Barrett Hutto BObby Williams
Mike Upchurch Wallace Smith
Fax No: (770) 424-6012 Tim Thompson Bob Healey
. James Holloway Jeff Fisher
e-mail ad-
ncccoffice@bellsouth.net Mark Roby Fred Glass -
dress Scripture Reading Bobby Williams Bobby Williams
Closing Prayer Richard Parker Bruce Daniell
SUNDAY PM MARCH 7 MARCH 7
Announcements Keith Lowrance James Long
A o ; ; Jeff Fisher Ray Varner
Go d 0 S P l an 0 f ‘D(S?rij;l lfleggqur Y ith Lowrance James Long
. . ~ Will Hutto R. D. Stephens
¥ Hear the gospei Romans 10:1617 I§c?1rt Srg ;ead?nu PP James Long Bobby Williams
Closl:;ng Prayer § Wallace Smith Michael Johnson
’/ Believe the gOSpel Mark 16:15-16 WEDNESDAY MARCH 10 MARCH 17
Announcements Keith Lowrance Wallace Smith
T . Keith Lowrance Wallace Smith
7 Repent of Sing Acts 17:30 Is)g;;gel“eader Larry Stubblefield Bruce Daniell
- . Bob Healey Will Hutto
7 Ci/rl‘]feis CT(I)S-é,ZggsaVIGr USHERS Bobby Williams Tim Thompson
atthew 10: ﬁgﬁgﬁf‘f CONTRIBUTION
. . .. - . AM: Janine Lock CO.UNTERS
¥ Be baptized into Christ Galatians 3:27 Jo Nell Hutto ~ eith Lowrance
¥ Live a faithful Christian life i % Johnson | YoU are unable to serve at your ap-
Revelation 2:10 "Grace Varner  POinted time, please call Ken Lock @
7702945247
o
W .
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