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The
What Makes A Great Church" I1I
Church of Christ
[ A sermon delivered by Batsell Barrett Baxter on August 11, 1968 at the Hills-
boro Church of Christ, Nashville, Tennessee and hear over radio station WLAC
at at 8:05 P.M. |
North Cobb Continued.....

Welcomes You!

I1. What Makes A Church Great?
What makes a church great? Let me suggest some positive things, some
things which are essential to greatness.

Sunday, February 28,

201
010 1. The Necessity of Knowing God's Will
The first absolutely necessary characteristic of a great church is
9:00 AM KNOWLEDGE OF THE WILL OF GOD. A Church begins to be great
. when its members know the truth of God and when they can distinguish it
Bible Study Y &

from error. The apostle Paul paid a fine tribute to the Christians at Berea,
"Now these were more noble than those at Thessalonica, in that they re-
ceived the word with all readiness of mind, examining the scriptures daily,
10:00 AM whether these things were so." (Acts 17:11). He laid further emphasis upon
N . the study of God's word when he said, "Give diligence to present thyself ap-
MOI“Illng WOI‘Shlp proved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, handling
aright the word of truth." (2 Tim. 2:15). Size, wealth, fine buildings and
prestige mean nothing unless the church knows and obeys God's will.

6:00 PM 2. The Necessity of Faith
Evening Worship
A second very vital thing is a deep, abiding faith in God. In Hebrews
11:6, the writer says, ""Without faith it is impossible to be well-pleasing unto
him; for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a re-
Wednesday warder of them that seek after him." In 2 Timothy 1:12, Paul shows more
March 3, 2010 fully the kind of faith that is needed, "For I know him whom I have be-
lieved, and I am persuaded that he is able to guard that which I have com-
mitted unto him against that day." The faith that is needed by the Christian
7:00 PM is more than mere belief in the existence of God. It is a deep trust in God.
Devotional & Bible .
Stu dY (continued on Page 2)




(Continued)
3. The necessity of Consecration.

A third very vital quality is a deep, genuine
CONSECRATION to the Lord. This is what Jesus
meant when he said, "But seek ye first his kingdom
and his righteousness." (Matthew 6:33). The apostle
Paul possessed this quality in great measure as shown
in his statement, Philippians 3:12-1 4 "’Not as though
I had already attained, either were already perfect:
but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for
which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus. *Breth-
ren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this
one thing I do, forgetting those things which are be-
hind, and reaching forth unto those things which are
before, '“I press toward the mark for the prize of the
high calling of God in Christ Jesus.

The trouble with so much of the religious
world today is that so many professed believers hold
the faith in Christ so casually. It has such a fragmen-
tary hold on their lives. The Lord would rather have
"ten who are stout-hearted men" than a thousand
who are lukewarm like those of Laodicea. Emphasiz-
ing this theme, William Fraser McDowell once wrote,
""Wealth can be matched with equal or larger wealth;
splendor of plant can be equaled or surpassed, elabo-
rate organizations can be met and overcome in kind.
The enemy of the ministry is very rich, very fertile,
very enterprising and resourceful in all these ways ...
But one thing he cannot imitate, nor duplicate, nor
match, nor conquer is a Christ-like personality."

It is only when men commit themselves body
and soul to the Lord that they begin to be worth
something in building up a great church. It is only
then that they are real Christians whose destiny is
heaven. To Be

ABOUT PURITY

How is a young person to stay pure? This is a ques-
tion that David asks in Psalms 119:9. We find the
answer there as well; by taking heed according to
the Word of God, or through living by the Word. We
must follow the rules that are found there. We must
know the rules. We must share these teachings and
standards with others. We must, as the Psalmist
says, “write them on our hearts,” in order to keep
from sinning against the Lord. How pure are you? Is
this something you are struggling with? If so, per-
haps you need to apply the Word of God!

Continued..

Please Pray for Our
Sick

. And Remember Them

with

Members
Polly Giles Linda Parker Melvin
Cargle
Eileen La Rue Dorothy Wheeler Modeen
Addington Mary Cargle Cora
Davis Connie Cowart
Grace Varner Ray Varner

Friends and Family
Robert C. Anderson (multiple sclerosis, son-in-law of Dorothy
Schreiber)
Don Cobb (severe problems with heart replacement, brother of
Mike Upchurch)
Josephine Toussaint (failing health, mother of the Musgraves)
Stan Coleman (taking new cancer agent, no new cancer
growths brother of Warren Coleman)
Dad of Sue Healey (stomach cancer)
Janice Brandon (4th stage cancer, chemo, relative of Peggie
Rhodes)
Bobby Gayton (prostate cancer, preacher at Cartersville Church
of Christ)
Lloyd Fisher (cancer, father of a friend of Lee Davis and Ray
Varner)
Yvette Frey (looking for cause of illness, daughter of Daisy
Leverance)
Donna Boden (blood clot in heart and leg, daughter of the Car-
gles)
Gloria Cargle (stroke following hernia surgery, ICU, niece of
the Cargles)
J. D. Sanders (cancer all over his body, brother of Dean Smith)
Alana Martin (auto accident in CO, critical, granddaughter of
Jerry Martin, preacher of Cordova congregation in Memphis
and instructor for Memphis School of Preaching)
Sarah Powell (continuing medical problems, former member)
Mother of Liz LaBree (hospice care, Liz is friend of Sue Healey)
Nancy Laws (Lou Gehrigds
Mrs. Dean (rare type breast cancer, Friend of Bill Gooch)
Brenda Gattis (tests, sister of Larry Stubblefield)
Amber Kenyon (advanced cancer, wife of Brian, Director of
Florida SOP)
Teresa Powers (cancer, wife of Larry Powers, preacher friend of
Lee Davis)

Serving in the Military
Michael Mince, nephew of Peggie Rhodes Alex Highfield, nephew of
the Williams Jeremy Wheeler, son-in-law of the Guys Doug
Lang, great nephew of the Huttos Randy Fletcher, nephew of the
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| Birthdays & Anniversa-

02/28 Tony Gooch
03/05 Keith Lowrance
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NEWS FROM NORTH COBB...

Events & Activities at North

03/01 Monday Night for the Master @ 6:00 p.m.
03/02 Bible Correspondence Group @ 10:00 a.m.
03/05 Young Adult Devo @7:00 p.m. in the Fellow-
04/11-16 ship Hall
05/2-5 Men’s Florida Retreat

Gospel Meeting with Brother Curtis Cates

Baptism...

We rejoice with Barrett Hutto and his family. Barrett was bap-
tized into Christ, Saturday, February 20. Please pray for this
young man.

Annual Mends Florida
The Annual Men’s Florida Retreat is scheduled for April 11-16
at the Hutto’s River House in Palatka. All men of the congrega-
tion are invited to attend. A sign-up sheet is posted on the bulle-
tin board. Please see Bill Hutto if you have questions.

New Address...

We will miss Jean Smith who has recently moved to Alabama.
Jean’s new address is: 50 Saratoga Way; Apt. B19; Summer-
ville, AL 30747.

Thank You...

The family of Mary Hill acknowledges with grateful apprecia-
tion your kind expression of sympathy.

The Hill Family

(with lots of love)

Your kindness and sympathy are more deeply appreciated than
any word of thanks can ever express. We love and miss you all.
Daddy will surely be missed. What a smile he had.

Love to all,

Robert & Barbara Harrell

WELCOME VISITORS!

YOU ARE OUR HONORED GUESTS

We are pleased the Lord has brought you to
our worship services. We pray He will bless you as we
worship Him today.

Please fill out the visitors card located on the
back of the pew and pass it to the center aisle. We
would like a record of your attendance.

Hearing Impaired equipment is available.
Please ask the usher for assistance.

Area Events

03/5-7 Weekend Lectureship on Proof and
Defense of
the Bible at Avondale Church of Christ
Speaker Keith A. Mosher, Sr, Dean of
Academics
at Memphis School of Preaching

03/13 Youth Rally at Piedmont Road church
of

Christ 8:30 a.m. 6 3:00 p.m. Theme:
OBui |t

Lord Tougho

03/12-14 8th Annual Youth Rally 6 SOAR 2010
Theme: Godds Game P
tral church
of Christ in Augusta, GA

03/22- Georgia School of Preaching and Bibli-
cal Studies

Good News Today with James Watkins
INSP (Inspiration Network) Sunday 7 am; INSP -
Dishnet, channel 259; direcTV, 364, Check local cable
systems for the channel number for INSP

Preaching the Gospel - James Watkins, Speaker
Good News Today; see GBN, 24/7, Broadband: go to

GBNTV.org, click on the live stream

I n Search of —tMacd.yoh-6SpeiKers
INSP (Inspiration Network) at 7:30 A.M. on Sunday

WEEKLY CONTRIBUTION

Sunday, February 14
$3,135.00

Sunday, February 21
$2,853.00
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Privileged to Serve...
SUNDAY AM FEBRUARY 28 MARCH 7
. Prep Communion The Williams The Smiths
Lee Davis 770-424-6611 | Greeters The Healeys Peggie Rhodes
Minister Cell 678-907-9911 . Daisy Leverance
e-mail Song Leader Keith Lowrance David Dangar
leedavis@ il Announcements Keith Lowrance David Dangar
eleedavisgmall.com | onening Prayer Larry Stubblefield Fred Glass
. Communion Will Hutto Will Hutto
Offlce 770-424-6611 Bill Hutto Barrett Hutto
Ray Varner Mike Upchurch
Fax No: (770) 424-6012 Mike McBride Tim Thompson
. Wallace Smith James Holloway
-mail ad-
€ ncccoffice@bellsouth.net Fred Glass Mark Roby
dress Scripture Reading Michael Johnson Bobby Williams
Closing Prayer Richard Parker Richard Parker
SUNDAY PM FEBRUARY 28 MARCH 7
Announcements Kenneth Lock Keith Lowrance
A ~ : ; D. Stephens Jeff Fisher
Go d 0 S P l an 0 f D(S?rij;l lfleggqur I nneth Lock Keith Lowrance
7 Hear the gospel Romans 10:1617 |Lordss Supp ol il tutto
Scripture Reading g g
Closing Prayer Ray Varner Wallace Smith
7 Believe the gOSpel Mark 16:15-16 WEDNESDAY MARCH 3 MARCH 10
Announcements Barrett Hutto Keith Lowrance
T . Barrett Hutto Keith Lowrance
7 Repent of Sing Acts 17:30 Is)g;;gel“eader R. D. Stephens Larry Stubblefield
. . Bobby Williams Bob Healey
7 Ci/rl‘]feis CT(I)S-é,ZggsaVIGr USHERS Jeff Fisher Bobby Williams
atthew 10: EE‘{&%&% - CONTRIBUTION
o . - m.o-| AM: Ashley Thomp- S0 UNTERS
¥ Be baptized into Christ Galatians 3:27| = Bill Hutto
Tami Thomp-
¥ Live a faithful Christian life i son If you are unable to serve at your ap-
Revelation 2:10 MARCH 7 pointed time, please call Ken Lock @
AM: Janine Lock 7702945247
e
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