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"What Makes A Great Church" 11

[ A sermon delivered by Batsell Barrett Baxter on August 11, 1968 at the

Hillsboro Church of Christ, Nashville, Tennessee and hear over radio sta-
tion WLAC at 8:05 P.M. ]

Continued.....
2. How Important Is Wealth?

There are those who think of greatness in terms of WEALTH. If a church is
wealthy it is a great church. Again, the answer is wrong. The early church
was not wealthy. The New Testament church was generous, but a generous
church is not necessarily a wealthy church. Generosity may be a quality of
greatness. It is fine when both of these things go together, but wealth by it-
self does not mean greatness.

As I am impressed and encouraged by the number that come here to wor-
ship, I am also encouraged by the generosity of those who come. More than
$ was put into the collection baskets on the fifty-two Sundays
of last year. This is all the more impressive because there were no high-
pressure drives, or levies, or pledging systems. It was simply free-will giving.

It might be interesting to you to know how much we gave per person last
year. I think you will find it to be about $ per member of the con-
gregation per Sunday. That is usually considered in this day and time very
good. I'm sure that it could and probably should be higher. But we are
thankful for the generosity of this congregation, yet it is not money that
makes a church great. The Lord is interested in money but he is interested
in a lot of other things. Wealth does not make a great church.

3. How Important Are Buildings?

In thinking of a great church many people think it terms of big BUILD-
INGS., but fine buildings do not necessarily mean great churches. In the
early days when the church began there were no buildings at all, yet the Je-
rusalem church was one of the greatest that ever existed. Buildings may ac-
company a fine church but strength does not necessarily lie in marble or
brink or stone. The church is the people.

(Continued on Page 2)




(Continued)
I4. How Important Are History and Prestige?

There are others who think that a long and
glorious HISTORY makes a church great. When one
visits the city of London, inevitably on the visit lists is
the old Westminister Abbey. There is a religious
building steeped in history. They tell you with pride
about who is buried beneath the floor. They tell you
how it began to be built in the eleventh century. It has
a long and notable history. You cross a few blocks and
see St. Paul's. That, too, is a great building, second in
size only to St. Peter's in Rome. They tell you that it
was finished in 1710, and that it was the work of Sir
Christopher Wrenn, one of the greatest designers and
builders of all time. For nearly two hundred, fifty
years that building has been in active service. It is not
how long a congregation has existed, however, or how
old and how glorious its history. What counts is what
it is now.

5. How Important is Prestige?

There are many who think that PRESTIGE
makes a church great. How many big names of the
community are enrolled on the church roster? How
many presidents of banks, how many men of high po-
sition are among its members? But just as the Lord
does not measure a church by its marble, neither does
he measure a church by the opulence of the society in
which its members operate.

To be continued...... Lee

When Being Right Is Wrong

Is it possible? Can there ever be a time when being right is
wrong? Just when can being right be wrong?

When one is more concerned about winning an argument
than helping one see the truth.

When one uses the truth in an effort to hurt another
rather than to heal another.

When one is more concerned about justifying self than
defending God.

When one uses truth as an opportunity to be smug,
proud, and condescending.

There are times when being right is wrong. We certainly
need to seek the truth. It’s the truth that will set us free from
our sins (John 8:32). But we must also understand that mere
possession of truth does not make us right. We must also
possess proper attitudes along with that truth.

As we spend our lives in pursuit of the truth, may we be
just as diligent to spend our lives in pursuit of good attitudes,
for it’s not enough to simply possess truth, we must possess
the right attitude. May God help us to speak the truth in love
(Ephesians 4:15).

Please Pray for Our
Sick

. And Remember Them

with

Members
Polly Giles Linda Parker Melvin
Cargle
Eileen La Rue Dorothy Wheeler Modeen
Addington Mary Cargle Cora
Davis Connie Cowart

Grace Varner

Friends and Family
Robert C. Anderson (multiple sclerosis, son-in-law of Dorothy
Schreiber)
Don Cobb (severe problems with heart replacement, brother of
Mike Upchurch)
Josephine Toussaint (failing health, mother of the Musgraves)
Stan Coleman (taking new cancer agent, no new cancer
growths brother of Warren Coleman)
Dad of Sue Healey (stomach cancer)
Janice Brandon (4th stage cancer, chemo, relative of Peggie
Rhodes)
Bobby Gayton (prostate cancer, preacher at Cartersville Church
of Christ)
Lloyd Fisher (cancer, father of a friend of Lee Davis and Ray
Varner)
Yvette Frey (looking for cause of illness, daughter of Daisy
Leverance)
Donna Boden (blood clot in heart and leg, daughter of the Car-
gles)
Gloria Cargle (stroke following hernia surgery, ICU, niece of
the Cargles)
J. D. Sanders (cancer all over his body, brother of Dean Smith)
Alana Martin (auto accident in CO, critical, granddaughter of
Jerry Martin, preacher of Cordova congregation in Memphis
and instructor for Memphis School of Preaching)
Sarah Powell (continuing medical problems, former member)
Mother of Liz LaBree (hospice care, Liz is friend of Sue Healey)
Nancy Laws (Lou Gehrigds
Mrs. Dean (rare type breast cancer, Friend of Bill Gooch)
Brenda Gattis (tests, sister of Larry Stubblefield)
Amber Kenyon (advanced cancer, wife of Brian, Director of
Florida SOP)
Teresa Powers (cancer, wife of Larry Powers, preacher friend of
Lee Davis)

Serving in the Military
Michael Mince, nephew of Peggie Rhodes Alex Highfield, nephew of
the Williams Jeremy Wheeler, son-in-law of the Guys Doug
Lang, great nephew of the Huttos Randy Fletcher, nephew of the

| Birthdavs & Anniversa- |

02/24 ] Mackenzie Stubblefield
02/26 Modeen Addington
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NEWS FROM NORTH COBB...

Events & Activities at North

02/21 3rd Sunday Singing (No Fellowship Meal)

02/22 Monday Night for the Master @ 6:00 p.m.

02/23 Bible Correspondence Group @ 10:00 a.m.

02/26 Congregational Fellowship at North Cobb @

03/05 6:30 pm

05/2-5  Young Adult Devo @7:00 p.m. in the Fellow-
ship Hall

Friday Night Fellowship at North

Cobb...

Our rescheduled Congregational Friday Night Fellowship is
this Friday, February 26th, at 6:30 p.m. Please bring finger
foods, drinks and desserts. Also, bring your favorite games for
an evening of fun and fellowship.

Assistance Request Forms for Good

Works Initiative...

Good Works Initiative is a new program of North Cobb mem-
bers who are dedicated to helping those who need assistance.
They are organized and ready to go to work. Members can let
them know they need help by using a special e-mail address
nceegwi@gmail.com or FILL OUT THE ASSISTANCE
REQUEST forms located adjacent to the Note Box and place
them in the Note Box in the foyer. Projects could be anything
from indoor/outdoor labor, to transportation services to/from
medical, stores, or the church building. Please see the bulletin
board for full details or contact James Long.

Thank youé
Thank you for your prayers and support during our loss of Joey.
We appreciate the cards, calls, flowers and food. Please con-
tinue to keep our family in your prayers.

Myra & Raymond Guy

Janet & Jeremy Wheeler

Dear Brothers and Sisters:
I am sending this letter with a sincere thanks for all the encour-
aging words, prayers, calls, cards and flowers during my time of
bereavement. I apologize for the late response, but I have been
handed the responsibility of taking care of my Mom’s unfin-
ished business. I am happy to inform you that I am back in
school and doing well. I am working on campus to help me fi-
nancially. I miss my Mom, oh so. I try to stay in my books and
stay busy to keep my mind off her. Death is the common de-
nominator for all and by watching and listening to my Mom on
her death bed, I am learning to be grateful for what I have and
for the people that are in my life. I am glad I was able to meet
and become acquainted with you all. And, you will always be
my home congregation away from home. I have relocated to
Americus, GA and I hope to visit when I get a chance, please
know that I love you and miss you all.

Your sister in Christ, Lisa Williams

800 GSW State Univ. 0093 Americus, GA 31709

WELCOME VISITORS!

YOU ARE OUR HONORED GUESTS

We are pleased the Lord has brought you to
our worship services. We pray He will bless you as we
worship Him today.

Please fill out the visitors card located on the
back of the pew and pass it to the center aisle. We
would like a record of your attendance.

Hearing Impaired equipment is
Please ask the usher for assistance.

available.

Area Events

02/26-2 7
Road

Teacher ods Wor ksh

Church of Christ, Friday night 7:00
and Saturday
morning from 9:00 to 12:30 p.m.

03/13
of

Youth Rally at Piedmont Road church

Christ 8:30 a.m. 6 3:00 p.m. Theme:
oOBui |t

Lord Tougho
03/12-14 8th Annual Youth Rally 6 SOAR 2010

Theme: Godoés Game P
tral church

of Christ in Augusta, GA

03/22- Georgia School of Preaching and Bibli-

Good News Today with James Watkins
INSP (Inspiration Network) Sunday 7 am; INSP -
Dishnet, channel 259; direcTV, 364, Check local cable
systems for the channel number for INSP

Preaching the Gospel - James Watkins, Speaker
Good News Today; see GBN, 24/7, Broadband: go to

GBNTV.org, click on the live stream

In Search of the Lord’s Way — Mac Lyon — Speaker
INSP (Inspiration Network) at 7:30 A.M. on Sunday

WEEKLY CONTRIBUTION

Sunday, February 14
$3,135.00

Sunday, February 7
$2,988.00

op



Privileged to Serve...
SUNDAY AM FEBRUARY 21 FEBRUARY 28
. Prep Communion The Stephens The Williams
Lee Davis 770-424-6611 | Greeters The Smiths The Healeys
Minister Cell 678-907-9911 | Song Leader James Long Keith Lowrance
e-mail Announcements James Long Keith Lowrance
leedavis@ il Opening Prayer Raymond Guy Larry Stubblefield
e.leedavis@gmail.com Communion Keith Lowrance Will Hutto
ff Don Giles Bill Hutto
Office 770-424-6611 Elmer La Rue Ray Varner
Richard Parker Mike McBride
Fax No: (770) 424-6012 Kenneth Lock Wallace Smith
. David Dangar Fred Glass
-mail ad- . _ hr .
€ ncecoffice@bellsouth.net | Scripture Reading Bobby Williams Michael Johnson
dress Closing Prayer Fred Glass Richard Parker
SUNDAY PM FEBRUARY 21 FEBRUARY 28
Announcements David Dangar Kenneth Lock
: James Lon, R. D. Stephens
Opening Prayer ‘ g p
A o ; vid Dangar Kenneth Lock
G 0 d 0S P I an 0 f 'Dﬁa;gr Lﬁd?‘ tS ul D (3 Eiith Lowrance Will Hutto
. . . . Kenneth Lock James Long
Hear the gospel Romans 10:1517 gigls%;l;r;isi?lng Michael Johnson Ray Varner
. .. FEBRUARY 24 MARCH 3
Believe the gospél Mark 16:15-16 XVEDNESDAYt Don Cowart Keith Lowrance
S;ﬁ?ﬁggﬁgen § Don Cowart Keith Lowrance
Repent of Sing Acts 17:30 Prayer Bruce Daniell Bruce Daniell
Wallace Smith Bobby Williams
USHERS 4
Confess Christ as Savior NURSERY R.D. Stephens Jeff Fisher
Matthew 10:3233 FEBRUARY 21 gggﬁ%ﬁTlON
AM: Helen Glass .
. . . . Sarah Dangar Bill Hutto
Be baptized into Christ Galatians 3:27 g
FEBRUARY 28
Live a faithful Christian life i ?gg Ashley Thomp- ¢ vy are unable to serve at your ap-
Revelation 2:10 Tami Thomp- pointed time, please call Ken Lock @
son 7702945247
(e
- .
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