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"Growing In Christ"
by Tom Wacaster

The late Gus Nichols once shared the following humorous illustration with
his readers: “If a man were given a mule, a goat, a bee, and a skunk and assigned the
task of making a working combination of them in order to accomplish a given work he
would throw up his hands in disgust and say, 'That is impossible.' Yet, in almost every
church there is a kicker, a butter, a stinger, and a stinker, and the elders have the task
of trying to make all of these a united working group with the faithful of God's chil-
dren" (Words of Truth, 12-10-1976). Making the members of a local congregation
work together sometimes presents a formidable task to even the wisest of godly elders.
I preached on this passage a number of years ago under the heading of "Let's Learn to
Knit,” from Ephesians 4:16 where Paul mentions that the “the whole body [is] framed
and knit together." The connotation in this word “knit” suggests the idea of closeness,
beauty, and harmony. Such should be the goal of every member of a local congrega-
tion. Think with me about the growth and work of the local church and at least some
of the elements mentioned in Ephesians chapter four that lead to the accomplishment
of spiritual maturity. What are some of the essentials of growing in Christ?

First, we must have Christ as our head (Eph. 4:15b). There are other passages
in this epistle that express the same thought. God “gave him to be head over all the
church” (Eph. 1:22). “For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the
head of the church, being himself the saviour of the body” (Eph. 5:23). There should
be no difficulty in understanding the implications of someone being the head of any
organization. In our work place we have our “boss”; in sports teams have a “head
coach”; and in the military there are generals and captains from whom the orders are
passed along to the enlisted personal. A congregation will only function and grow to
the extent that its members recognize that Christ is the head of the church.

Second, we must have growth as our goal. A goal is defined thus: "to in-
crease in size, amount, or degree." Growth is more than “swelling the ranks.” A con-
gregation can grow in number and never mature or increase in the grace and knowl-
edge of Christ. Nor is growth an increase in “frenzied activities.” Many a congrega-
tion is involved in work, but little of that work accomplishes the purpose for which
Christ set us in the church in the first place. Some years ago I read of a congregation
of the Lord’s church that hosted a two day “seminar” offering classes on everything
from financial guidance to home cooking. No, growth is not an increase in frenzied
activities. Finally, growth is not simply chalking up an impressive attendance record,
or impressive figures regarding the contribution. In his second letter to the church at
Thessalonica the apostle Paul had these words: “We are bound to give thanks to God
always to you, brethren, even as it is meet, for that your faith growth exceedingly, and
the love of each one of you all toward one another aboundeth; so that we ourselves
glory in you in the churches of God for your patience and faith in all your persecutions
and in the aftlictions which ye endure; which is a manifest token of the righteous
judgment of God; to the end that ye may be counted worthy of the kingdom of God,
for which ye also suffer (2 Thess. 1:3-5). There are some words worth examination
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in these three verses. The first of these is the Greek word
‘huper-auxano’ and is translated “your faith growth exceed-
ingly.” It is not just an increase, but an increase beyond or
in great measure. The second word is ‘pleo-nadzo’ and is
translated “abounded.” It simply means an unusual amount,
or that which abounds. The difference between these two
words (huper-auxano’ and ‘pleo-nadzo’) is this: while
‘huper-auxano' is internal, as the organic growth of a tree,
'pleo-nadzo' is expansive, as a flood would irrigate the
farmland. The third word is ‘oiki-do-meo’ and is most
commonly translated “edify” or “build up.” It is used
twenty times in the New Testament and is one of the most
often used words to refer to growth, both of individuals and
congregations. Here is the point: there are some things that
simply do not edify: strife about foods and dietary habits,
endless questionings about fables, and so forth. On the
other hand, those things that do edify would include
preaching the whole counsel of God, following the author-
ity of the apostles, Christian duty motivated by love, etc.

Third, to attain unto growth we must have truth as
our basis. Two major threats to the growth of the church
are false teachers who hesitate not to use unscrupulous
means in order to corrupt the truth, and unstable disciples
who can be tossed to and fro with every wind of doctrine.
This is why our Lord warned of false teachers and de-
scribed them as “ravenous wolves” (Matt. 7:15). This is
why Paul warned of false teachers (Romans 16:17-18), as
well as Peter (2 Peter 2:1 f¥).

Fourth, we are have love as our motive. Actually
truth and love are co-joined in the chapter in that we are to
speak the truth in love (Ephesians 4:15). Neither is com-
plete without the other. But when we speak the truth, it is
to be in love of what? At least three things come to mind:
love of the Lord (John 14:15), love of the recipients of our
message (Gal. 4:16), and love for the word of God itself.
Our relativistic age with its political correctness and post
modern mentality has somehow concluded that disagree-
ment is unloving and intolerable. The late R.L.Whiteside
wrote:

Much is said about preaching the truth in love, and
so it should be preached...The preacher should so love the
truth that he will not sacrifice any of it nor pervert it, and he
should so love people that he will not withhold from them
even one unpleasant truth. He that does either of these
things loves neither the truth nor the people. We frequently
fool ourselves; we think we do thus, and so to spare the
feelings of others, when it is our own feelings that prompt
us.

Beloved, if we are going to grow a congregation, it
will take Christ as our head, growth as our goal, truth as our
basis, and love as our motive. Any of these elements lack-
ing will wreck havoc in the congregation, weakness in the
child of God, and an utter failure in our attempt to grow in
Christ.

.A/:':\a-

Members
Polly Giles Linda Parker Melvin
Cargle
Eileen La Rue Dorothy Wheeler Modeen
Addington Mary Cargle Cora
Davis Connie Cowart
Wallace & Dean Smith (fire damage to their home) Maxine
Hoover
Emma Jones Grace Varner Mike

McBride

Friends and Family

Robert C. Anderson (multiple sclerosis, son-in-law of Dorothy
Schreiber)

Don Cobb (severe problems with heart replacement, brother of
Mike Upchurch)

Josephine Toussaint (failing health, mother of the Musgraves)
Stan Coleman (taking new cancer agent, no new cancer
growths brother of Warren Coleman)

Dad of Sue Healey (stomach cancer)

Janice Brandon (4th stage cancer, chemo, relative of Peggie
Rhodes)

Bobby Gayton (prostate cancer, preacher at Cartersville Church
of Christ)

Rebekah Claire Richey (premature birth, gaining strength at
home daughter of Neil Richey, preacher at Piedmont Road
Church of Christ)

Lloyd Fisher (cancer, father of a friend of Lee Davis an Ray
Varner)

Yvette Frey (looking for cause of illness, daughter of Daisy
Leverance)

Donna Boden (blood clot in heart and leg, daughter of the Car-
gles)

Joe Morrisey (after surgery cannot see or hear, friend of co-
worker of Ashley Thompson)

Katie Mayhall (Hospitalized, much improved, sister of Peggie
Rhodes)

Gloria Cargle (stroke following hernia surgery, ICU, niece of
the Cargles)

J. D. Sanders (mass in prostate, lung biopsy, brother of Dean
Smith)

Alana Martin (auto accident in CO, critical, granddaughter of
Jerry Martin, preacher of Cordova congregation in Memphis
and instructor for Memphis School of Preaching)

Sarah Powell (continuing medical problems, former member)
Mother of Liz LaBree (hospice care, Liz is friend of Sue Healey)

Birthdays & Anniversa-

01/31 Sue Coleman
‘\‘ 02/01 Tim & Tami Thompson (24

”. years)




NEWS FROM NORTH COBSB...

Events & Activities at North

02/01 Monday Night for the Master @ 6:00 p.m.

02/02 Bible Correspondence Group @ 10:00 a.m.

02/13 Ladies Appreciation Banquet @ 6:00 p.m.

02/20 Men’s Business Meeting & Breakfast @ 8:30
Response...

Sarah Dangar came forward Sunday evening, January 24,
asking for the prayers of the church.

Ladies Appreciation Banquet...
Mark your calendars, a Ladies Appreciation Banquet is
being planned for February 13th at 6:00 p.m.

Aid to the Haiti churches of Christ and
Other People in Need...

Information about contributions to aid the earthquake vic-
tims in Haiti is posted on the bulletin board. The Estes
church of Christ in Henderson, TN will send 100% of
your donations to help in Haiti. Also, the Kingsport, TN
church of Christ will channel your contribution directly to
the church of Christ in Haiti.

Gospel Broadcasting Network News

Please see the changes in the GBN programming avail-
able to us in the Atlanta metropolitan area. GBN is
searching for other ways to get the 24/7 GBN in the At-
lanta area and ask us to be patient. GBN is now on more
than 20 cable systems plus the digital tv stations in Nor-
folk, VA and Philadelphia, PA. There are at least six sys-
tems looking at GBN very seriously. Great Progress is
being made with Comcast. GBN was recently added to
one of the cable systems in Chattanooga. Let’s continue to
pray for the success of one of the greatest opportunities to
preach the Word to the whole world in our lifetime. You
can add the entire GBN 24/7 channel to your existing tv
system with a KU band dish for a one time cost of $250
plus installation.

WELCOME VISITORS!

YOU ARE OUR HONORED GUESTS

We are pleased the Lord has brought you to
our worship services. We pray He will bless you as we
worship Him today.

Please fill out the visitors card located on the
back of the pew and pass it to the center aisle. We
would like a record of your attendance.

Hearing Impaired equipment is

available.

Please ask the usher for assistance.
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Area Events

Marriage Retreat 6 Joy in the Jour-
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Pigeon Forge Holiday Inn
Brainamania Trivia Night at West

Christian Academy
Teacher &s

Wo r
Road Church of Christ, Friday
and Saturday morning from 9:00 to

Youth Rally at Piedmont Road

Christ 8:30 a.m. 6 3:00 p.m. Theme:

Good News Today with James Watkins

INSP (Inspiration Network) Sunday 7 am; INSP -
Dishnet, channel 259; direcTV, 364, Check local cable
systems for the channel number for INSP

Preaching the Gospel - James Watkins, Speaker

Good News Today; see GBN, 24/7, Broadband: go to
GBNTV.org, click on the live stream
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WATC-TV — Channel 57 at 7:30 A.M. on Sunday

Out of the Mouths of Children

Sarah age 8 says, “What I don’t get about angels is why, when
someone is in love, they shoot arrows at them.”

Sunday, January 17
$3,404.00

WEEKLY CONTRIBUTION

Sunday, January 24
$3,402.00
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Privileged to Serve...
SUNDAY AM JANUARY 31 FEBRUARY 7
. Prep Communion The Locks The Smiths
Lee Davis 770-424-6611 | Greeters The Stephens Peggie Rhodes
Minister Cell 678-907-9911 . Daisy Leverance
e-mail Song Leader David Dangar David Dangar
leedavis@ i Announcements David Dangar David Dangar
é.leedavis@gmail.com Opening Prayer Jeff Fisher Elmer La Rue
. Communion Raymond Guy Don Giles
Office 770-424-6611 Don Cowart Mike McBride
Mike Upchurch Mike Upchurch
Fax No: (770) 424-6012 R. D. Stephens Tim Thompson
. Bobby Williams Andrew Roby
e-mail ad- :
ncccoffice@bellsouth.net Bob Healey Richard Parker
dress Scripture Reading Bill Hutto Bill Hutto
Closing Prayer Raymond Guy Bruce Daniell
SUNDAY PM JANUARY 31 FEBRUARY 7
Announcements 5th Sunday Update Keith Lowrance
Godos Plan of $SGehingPaye i 0 n d Glass
Song Leader Del G.lowrance
¥ Hear the gospel Romans 10:1517 |Lordés Supp Bobbe Williams
Scripture Reading D g it
. . ] Closing Prayer on Lowa
7 Believe the gOSpel Mark 16:15-16 WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 3 FEBRUARY 10
Announcements Keith Lowrance Don Cowart
T . Keith Lowrance Don Cowart
¥ Repent of Sing Acts 17:30 Is)g;lyge?eader Fred Glass R. D. Stephens
. . Jeff Fisher Bob Healey
7 Ctl:i/lnfeis Chlr(ljsg Z:SSSSawer USHERS Andrew Roby will Hutto
atthew 10: I‘L‘I{ﬁfflgm CONTRIBUTION
7 Be baptized into Christ Galatians 3;27| AM: Misty Johnson Wallace Smith
P : Grace Varner
# Live a faithful Christian life i %’mooch If you are unable to serve at your ap-
Revelation 2:10 " Myra Williams  Pointed time, please call Ken Lock @
7702945247
o
W .
<"y 7C The Church of Christ at North Cobb
L <7 885 Shiloh Road, NW
~
24 \ ¢ Kennesaw, GA 30144-1383

\) qu,IO$







