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Saved By Grace Through Faith IT
by Tom Wacaster

Fourth, we notice the ORIGIN of salvation from both a negative and
positive standpoint. From a negative standpoint, our salvation is “not of your-
selves,” that is, our salvation did not originate from within ourselves. Man did
not design or devise the plan of salvation. Peter stated this same truth when he
wrote: “knowing this first, that no prophecy of scripture is of private interpreta-
tion. For no prophecy ever came by the will of man: but men spake from God,
being moved by the Holy Spirit” (2 Pet. 1:20-21). Some have concluded that
“not of yourselves” means that man plays absolutely no part in his salvation.
They have, in effect, inserted a word into the passage and made Paul say, “we are
saved by grace alone without any further acts of obedience.” This is not what
Paul had in mind. A close examination of this very verse is the answer to the
false doctrine of salvation by grace alone. The word “alone” means “by itself
without anything else.” If salvation is by “grace alone,” then man can be saved
without faith, repentance, confession, et al. But this is false on the very surface,
since man simply cannot be saved apart from repentance (Lk. 13:3), faith (Heb.
11:6), confession (Rom. 10:9-10), or baptism (1 Pet. 3:21). In addition, one must
take into consideration other passages that clearly address man’s responsibility to
help provide his salvation: Philippians 2:12 — “So then, my beloved, even as ye
have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my ab-
sence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.” Acts 2:40 — ...
save yourselves from this crooked generation.”

From a positive standpoint, our salvation is a “gift from God.” The word
“gift” considers the fact that God gave it “freely.” Keep in mind that “freely”
describes God’s action, and not man’s responsibility. God was in no way obli-
gated to provide salvation to sinful man. God could have withheld His Son, kept
the “mystery” a mystery, and simply isolated Himself from man. His absolute
holiness would permit Him to condemn man, and He would have been absolutely
just in so doing. Some have suggested that Paul was saying our “faith” was a
gift from God. But Greek scholars point out that the word rendered ‘that,’ is in
the neuter gender, and the word faith is in the feminine. Paul could not, there-
fore, have been suggesting that our faith was a gift from God (as the Calvinists
would aver). It is our salvation that is a gift from God. But this in no way sug-
gests that man can do nothing to obtain that salvation. Brother Ted Clarke
makes this astute observation: “The fact that we can do nothing to deserve
God’s grace through Christ does not mean that there is nothing we have to do to
acquire this grace” (Ted Clarke, Denton Lectures: Studies In Ephesians, page
107). (continued on Page 2)




(Continued)

Fifth, we note the EXCLUDING FACTOR of
our salvation: “not of works, that no man should glory.”
The TYPE of works here are, by necessity, those works
that would give man the right to boast; thus the context
demands that the works here are “meritorious works.”
The idea that God rejects every kind of work of man as a
condition of salvation is utterly opposed to a number of
passages in the New Testament. Notice Philippians 2:12
and 1 Thessalonians 1:2 to mention just a couple.
Coffman’s comments on this are helpful:

Those who are glorying in this generation are not
those who are obeying the gospel in order to be saved, as
the scriptures teach; but, on the other hand, they are those
who are screaming to high heaven that they are being
saved in a better way, by doing nothing except believing
or trusting. They are glorying in being saved without
obeying the gospel; and they are glorying against those
whom they denounce and decry as ‘legalists’ because
they do render obedience to these primary command-
ments and strive to teach all men to do likewise
(Coffman, Commentary on Ephesians, 163-164).

The late R.L. Whiteside summed up the point we are try-
ing to make here:

Grace provided the plan by which sinners are
saved, or made righteous, and grace tells us how to come
into possession of that salvation. If people would quit
arraying the commands of God against the grace of God,
they would have a clearer vision of the scheme of re-
demption. God’s grace is in every command he gives.
The sinner was lost; God prepared a way by which he
could get out of that lost state. That was grace. But that
was not enough. He needed to know how to find that
way, and how to walk in it. It is as much a matter of
grace to tell him how to find that way, and how to walk
in it as it is to provide the way. But when the way is fully
prepared, and full directions given as to how to find the
way, and how to walk in it the next move is man’s . The
whole matter is strikingly illustrated by the events of
Pentecost. The way had been prepared and revealed to
the people; and then, in response to their question, Peter
told them how to get in that way. That was all a matter of
grace. Then Peter exhorted them to save themselves.
Many did what was commanded and were saved. On’
God’s side their salvation was wholly a matter of grace.
And the people were as prompt in their obedience as if
their salvation were wholly a matter of works (Whiteside,
97).

[These comments are a selection from my pending com-
mentary on Ephesians. TW]
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Members
Polly Giles Linda Parker Melvin
Cargle
Eileen La Rue Dorothy Wheeler Modeen
Addington Mary Cargle Cora
Davis Connie Cowart
Wallace & Dean Smith (fire damage to their home) Maxine

Hoover
Emma Jones

Friends and Family

Robert C. Anderson (multiple sclerosis, son-in-law of Dorothy
Schreiber)

Don Cobb (severe problems with heart replacement, brother of
Mike Upchurch)

Josephine Toussaint (failing health, mother of the Musgraves)
Stan Coleman (taking new cancer agent, no new cancer
growths brother of Warren Coleman)

Dad of Sue Healey (stomach cancer)

Janice Brandon (4th stage cancer, chemo, relative of Peggie
Rhodes)

Bobby Gayton (prostate cancer, preacher at Cartersville Church
of Christ)

Rebekah Claire Richey (premature birth, gaining strength at
home daughter of Neil Richey, preacher at Piedmont Road
Church of Christ)

Lloyd Fisher (cancer, father of a friend of Lee Davis an Ray
Varner)

Yvette Frey (looking for cause of illness, daughter of Daisy
Leverance)

Donna Boden (blood clot in heart and leg, daughter of the Car-
gles)

Joe Morrisey (after surgery cannot see or hear, friend of co-
worker of Ashley Thompson)

Katie Mayhall (Hospitalized, much improved, sister of Peggie
Rhodes)

Gloria Cargle (stroke following hernia surgery, ICU, niece of
the Cargles)

J. D. Sanders (mass in prostate, brother of Dean Smith

Alana Martin (auto accident in CO, critical, granddaughter of
Jerry Martin, preacher of Cordova congregation in Memphis
and instructor for Memphis School of Preaching)

Sarah Powell (continuing medical problems, former member)

Serving in the Military

Birthdays & Anniversa-

01/24 Evelyn Daniell
X 01/27 Martha Britton
‘ 01/27 Bill Hutto




NEWS FROM NORTH COBSB...

Events & Activities at North

01/24 P.M. Guest Speaker - Tate Williams
01/25 Monday Night for the Master @ 6:00 p.m.
01/26 Bible Correspondence Group @ 10:00 a.m.
01/31 5th Sunday Congregational Update and Fel-
02/13 lowship

Ladies Appreciation Banquet @ 6:00 p.m.
Sympathy...

We extend our sympathy to Raymond and Myra Guy and
their family at the death of their grandson, Joey Wheeler.
Funeral services were held at Winkenhofer Funeral Home in
Kennesaw on Saturday, January 23rd.

We also extend out condolences to Paul and Vanessa Martin
and their family. Their son, Stone, was killed in an auto acci-
dent in Colorado. Their daughter, Alana is in critical condi-
tion. Stone and Alana are the grandchildren of Jerry Martin.
He is the gospel preacher at Cordova in Memphis and also
an instructor for the Memphis School of Preaching.

5th Sunday Congregational Update...
Next week on January 31st we will have our 5th Sunday
Congregational Update. The business update will be at the
beginning of the Bible class period. After worship services
we will enjoy a covered dish luncheon in the Fellowship
Hall. Ladies, please bring your favorite Mexican dishes,
drinks and desserts.

We will reassemble in the auditorium for Prayer
Service which will serve as our 6:00 p.m. worship. There
will be someone at the building at 6:00 p.m. for those who
could not attend Sunday morning.

Ladies Appreciation Banquet...
Mark your calendars, a Ladies Appreciation Banquet is be-
ing planned for February 13th at 6:00 p.m.

Aid to the Haiti churches of Christ and
Other People in Need...

Information about contributions to aid the earthquake vic-
tims in Haiti is posted on the bulletin board. The Estes
church of Christ in Henderson, TN will send 100% of your
donations to help in Haiti. Also, the Kingsport, TN church of
Christ will channel your contribution directly to the church
of Christ in Haiti.

WELCOME VISITORS!

YOU ARE OUR HONORED GUESTS

We are pleased the Lord has brought you to
our worship services. We pray He will bless you as we
worship Him today.

Please fill out the visitors card located on the
back of the pew and pass it to the center aisle. We
would like a record of your attendance.

Hearing Impaired equipment is

available.

Please ask the usher for assistance.

02/17-20
Journey

mony

02/20
Cobb

02/26-2 7

morning

03/12-14
2010

Central

Area Events
Marriage Retreat 6 Joy in the

celebrat.i Godods

ng
Pigeon Forge Holiday Inn
Brainamania Trivia Night at West

Christian Academy
Teacher ds Wor K

Piedmont Road Church of Christ

Friday night 7:00 and Saturday

from 9:00 to 12:30 p.m.
8th Annual Youth Rally 8 SOAR

Theme: Godods Game

church of Christ in Augusta, GA

Good News Today with James WatKins

DirectTV Channel 323, Sunday & Thursday 8§ AM
Dishnet Channel 9407, Sunday & Thursday Noon

Preaching the Gospel - James Watkins, Speaker
Inspirational Channel 7:00 A.M. on Sundays
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WATC-TV — Channel 57 at 7:30 A.M. on Sundays

Sunday, January 10
$2,375.00

WEEKLY CONTRIBUTION

Sunday, January 17
$3,404.00
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Privileged to Serve...
SUNDAY AM JANUARY 24 JANUARY 31
. Prep Communion The Williams The Locks
Lee Davis 770-424-6611 | Greeters The Healeys The Stephens
Minister Cell 678-907-9911 | Song Leader Keith Lowrance David Dangar
e-mail Announcements Keith Lowrance David Dangar
leedavis@ il Opening Prayer Larry Stubblefield Jeff Fisher
e.leedavis@gmail.com Communion Will Hutto Raymond Guy
. Bill Hutto Don Cowart
Office 770-424-6611 Ray Varner. Mike Upchurch
Mike McBride R. D. Stephens
Fax No: (770) 424-6012 Wallace Smith Bobby Williams
. Fred Glass Bob Healey
e-mail ad ncecoffice@bellsouth.net | Scripture Reading Michael Johnson Bill Hutto
dress Closing Prayer Richard Parker Raymond Guy
SUNDAY PM JANUARY 24 JANUARY 31
Announcements Kenneth Lock 5th Sunday Update
Opening Prayer R. D. Stephens
Godods Plan of $Hendlwdatio nocth Lock
ordds up
7 Hear the gospel Romans 10:1617 | Scripture Reading oS3 Lone
Closing Prayer Y
. .. JANUARY 27 FEBRUARY 7
7 Believe the gospél Mark 16:15-16 WEDNESDAY Don Cowart Keith Lowrance
?gﬁ;ﬁggﬁgems Don Cowart Keith Lowrance
7 Repent of Sing Acts 17:30 Prayer Bruce Daniell Fred Glass
USHERS Bobby Williams
. . Jeff Fish
7 Confess Christ as Savior NURSERY e
Matthew 10:3233 JANUARY 24 CONTRIBUTION
AM: Janine Lock COUNTERS
. . .. . 11 ith
7 Be baptized into Christ Galatians 3:27 Helen Glass — Wallace Smit
JANUARY 31
7 Live a faithful Christian life i AM: l\élrsngejggﬁgrn If you are unable to serve at your ap-
Revelation 2:10 pointed time, please call Ken Lock @
7702945247
e
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