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Saved By Grace Through Faith I
by Tom Wacaster

History has proven that man, for the most part, has a propensity to rebel
against God’s will and seek a means of “salvation” apart from the Gospel of
Christ. One passage that has been twisted and tortured by so-called “scholars” is
that which appears in Ephesians 2:8-9: “for by grace have ye been saved through
faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not of works, that no man
should glory.” These two verses have been a source of much false teaching
among modern day “Christian theologians.” It is a perversion of the passage to
insert the word “only,” whether with pen and ink or by precept and preaching.
This passage deserves close consideration by those seeking to come to a knowl-
edge of the truth in the matter. Note what the text clearly affirms: (1) We are
saved; (2) We are saved by grace (but not grace only); (3) We are saved through
faith; (4) The fact that we are saved is “not of yourselves”; (5) The fact of our
salvation is “the gift of God”; (6) The fact that we are saved by God’s grace
leaves no room for boasting on our part. Let’s take a closer look:

First, notice the BASIS of salvation - “for by grace.” The very mention
of grace suggests the following: Without the grace of God, human beings could
NOT be saved; man is unworthy of that salvation which God has extended to His
creation. It was because of God’s grace that the opportunity for salvation was
ever provided in the first place. One must keep in mind that “grace” identifies
God’s motive, not man’s responsibility. The very fact that grace is extended nul-
lifies meritorious salvation, for if man could earn his salvation there would be no
need for grace. We also note that the salvation which God offers to man flows
from the heart of God and originates with Him alone. Let’s illustrate: What is
the difference between salvation by GRACE and salvation by MERIT? Were a
man to labor for ten hours at an agreed rate of $10 per hour, he would be legally
and rightfully entitled to a payment of $100.00. The employer is thus indebted to
the laborer. That indebtedness stands until such a time the wages are paid and
the obligation on the part of the employer is met in full. That, my friends, is
“meritorious” labor. Now let us imagine someone accustomed to generously
tipping those who shined his shoes. Every shoeshine boy who is aware of the
man’s generosity might scramble to put their polish and rag to the man’s shoes.
Let them give the man the best shine, and they would still know that our gener-
ous benefactor is not “obligated” to leave his customary tip. The tip
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received is out of “grace” on the part of the one giving
the gift. But who in his right mind would suggest that
this benevolent tipper would tip someone who refused to
shine his shoes?

Second, we notice the OBJECT of that salvation
- “ye have been saved.” Exactly who is included in this
little word “ye” was set forth at the outset of the letter. It
is those “in Christ,” called “saints.” The only ones who
ever received God’s favor are the ones who met the con-
ditions which God set forth.

Third, we notice the MEANS of salvation -
“through faith.” The meaning of “faith” as it is used in
this verse has been a matter of disagreement among
scholars. The two most favorable positions are (1) that
Paul was referring to the faith of the individual, or (2) he
was referring to “the faith,” i.e. the system of faith, the
gospel. We’ll examine this later position first. Ted
Clarke pointed out, “If Paul was addressing the problem
of Judaizing Christians, who insisted on coupling the
Law of Moses to the Gospel of Christ, ‘faith’ in this pas-
sage likely refers to the system of faith in Christ con-
trasted with the works of the Law of Moses” (Ted Clarke,
Denton Lectures: Studies In Ephesians, page 109).
Among the Greek manuscripts, the Majority Text has the
definite article, and is literally “the faith.” Coffman con-
cluded: “The most likely meaning of this phrase, as at-
tested by the ‘Emphatic Diaglott’ rendition of it is,
‘through the faith,’ that is ‘through the Christian faith, or
the Christian religion’ (Coffman, page 160). The second
position is that the “faith” spoken of here is individual
faith. The overwhelming majority of commentaries we
consulted on this passage view the “faith” here as indi-
vidual faith, due in large part to the context of the pas-
sage. If Paul was indeed speaking of personal faith, the
characteristics of such saving faith are clearly set forth in
such passages as James 2:15 ff, and Hebrews chapter 11.
Paul would be speaking of faith that is active, alive, and
obedient. Whatever position one might take with regard
to the “faith” mentioned here in no affects the overall
meaning of the passage. To be continued....Lee

Little-Girl Exiel LhvtheS

I love the story about the little girl frightened by the storm as
she lay in her bedroom alone. She wanted to be comforted and
so she ask her father to come in so that he could tell her every-
thing would be alright. When he came into her room he told
her to pray about it. A few minutes passed and she called out
for him again. He told her not to worry about it because God
was with her. Here’s what she said, “I know God is with me
but I need someone with skin on him!”

Neil Richey

Piedmont Road Church of Christ
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Members
Polly Giles Linda Parker Melvin
Cargle
Eileen La Rue Dorothy Wheeler Modeen
Addington Mary Cargle Cora
Davis Connie Cowart

Wallace & Dean Smith (fire damage to their home)

Friends and Family

Robert C. Anderson (multiple sclerosis, son-in-law of Dorothy
Schreiber)

Don Cobb (severe problems with heart replacement, brother of
Mike Upchurch)

Josephine Toussaint (failing health, mother of the Musgraves)
Stan Coleman (taking new cancer agent, no new cancer
growths brother of Warren Coleman)

Dad of Sue Healey (stomach cancer)

Janice Brandon (4th stage cancer, chemo, relative of Peggie
Rhodes)

Bobby Gayton (prostate cancer, preacher at Cartersville Church
of Christ)

Rebekah Claire Richey (premature birth, gaining strength at
home daughter of Neil Richey, preacher at Piedmont Road
Church of Christ)

Lloyd Fisher (cancer, father of a friend of Lee Davis an Ray
Varner)

Yvette Frey (looking for cause of illness, daughter of Daisy
Leverance)

Donna Boden (blood clot in heart and leg, daughter of the Car-
gles)

Joe Morrisey (after surgery cannot see or hear, friend of co-
worker of Ashley Thompson)

Katie Mayhall (Hospitalized, much improved, sister of Peggie
Rhodes)

Marie Sanders (respiratory problems, mother of Dean Smith)
Gloria Cargle (stroke following hernia surgery, ICU, niece of
the Cargles)

Jarrin Lewis (pray for Jarrin’s return to the church, Michelle
Townsend’ son

Military Serving Overseas

Michael Mince, nephew of Peggie Rhodes Alex Highfield, nephew of
the Williams Jeremy Wheeler, son-in-law of the Guys Doug
Lang, great nephew of the Huttos Randy Fletcher, nephew of the

Birthdays & Anniversa-

01/17 Don Cowart
g i 01/19 Michael & Misty Johnson (2
) ‘P‘ 01/20 vyears)
‘ |’. y| 01/22 Bob Healey

“ Rebecca Rodgers




NEWS FROM NORTH COBB...

Events & Activities at North

01/18 Monday Night for the Master @ 6:00 p.m.
01/19 Bible Correspondence Group @ 10:00 a.m.
01/17 Third Sunday Singing (No Fellowship Meal)
01/22 Friday Night Congregational Fellowship @
01/23 6:30

01/24 Men’s Work Day @ 9:00 a.m.

01/31 P.M. Guest Speaker - Tate Williams

02/13 5th Sunday Congregational Update and Fel-

Response...
Sarah Okashah responded to the Lord’s invitation Sunday
morning asking for prayers and support of the church.

Rebecca Rodgers also came forward Sunday evening asking
for prayers and support of the church.

Sympathy...

We extend our sympathy to Bill and Peggie Rhodes at the
death of Bill’s aunt, Peggy Collins. Bill and Peggie have
been out of town for the funeral.

Mends Wor k Day. :

The Men’s Work Day has been rescheduled for Saturday,
January 23 at 9:00 a.m. Please see Wallace Smith if you
have questions.

Third Sunday Singing...

January 17 is our 3rd Sunday Singing. There will be no Fel-
lowship Meal on this date due to the 5th Sunday Congrega-
tional Update and Luncheon on January 31st.

Friday Night Fellowship...

A congregational Friday Night Fellowship is being planned
for January 22 at 6:30 p.m. Please bring your favorite cov-
ered dishes, drinks and desserts. Also, please bring your fa-
vorite games for an evening of fun and fellowship.

5th Sunday Congregational Update...
January 31st is our S5th Sunday Congregational Update. The
business update will be at the beginning of the Bible class
period. After worship services we will enjoy a covered dish
luncheon in the Fellowship Hall. Ladies, please bring your
favorite Mexican dishes, drinks and desserts.

We will reassemble in the auditorium for Prayer
Service which will serve as our 6:00 p.m. worship. There
will be someone at the building at 6:00 p.m. for those who
could not attend Sunday morning.

Free 2010 Calendars...

If you need a 2010 calendar, several are on the table in the
kitchen for you to take.

WELCOME VISITORS!
YOU ARE OUR HONORED GUESTS

We are pleased the Lord has brought you to
our worship services. We pray He will bless you as we
worship Him today.

Please fill out the visitors card located on the
back of the pew and pass it to the center aisle. We
would like a record of your attendance.

Hearing Impaired equipment is available.
Please ask the usher for assistance.

Letter from Andrey Kostine (Memphis School of
Preaching)

Dear Brethren:

From the bottom of our hearts we thank for your December
support. We are really grateful for your generosity. We
would not be able to make it without you. Thank you for
your continued support.

We trust that you had a wonderful holiday. We en-
joyed ours. We went to Florida to spend it with Angelina’s
family. The children thoroughly enjoyed it as well, and we
all got to enjoy warmer weather. On the way back from Flor-
ida we stopped by to worship with you all and we are very
grateful for your warm welcome and for the opportunity you
gave me to present a lesson. You are a warm and friendly
congregation and we thank you that you made us feel at
home.

The second quarter will end in a couple of weeks. It
is amazing how the time flies by so quickly. The classes are
challenging but I do enjoy them. I stay pretty busy. In April,
God willing, I will go to Murmansk, Russia with Brother
Bland and some other brethren. I am looking forward to that
trip.

We love and appreciate you and always have you in our

Good News Today with James Watkins
DirectTV Channel 323, Sunday & Thursday 8§ AM
Dishnet Channel 9407, Sunday & Thursday Noon

Preaching the Gospel - James Watkins, Speaker
Inspirational Channel 7:00 A.M. on Sundays

I n Search of itViacl.yohioSpelers
WATC-TV i Channel 57 at 7:30 A.M. on Sundays

WEEKLY CONTRIBUTION

Sunday, January 3 Sunday, January 10
$3,120.00 $2,375.00

Wa y



¥ Hear the gospei Romans 10:1517

7 Believe the gospél Mark 16:1516

Lee Davis 770-424-6611
Minister Cell 678-907-9911
e-mail

e.leedavis@gmail.com

Office 770-424-6611
Fax No: (770) 424-6012

g-rr::;l ad- ncccoffice@bellsouth.net

Godoés Plan of |

SUNDAY AM

Prep Communion

Greeters
Song Leader

Announcements

Opening Prayer
Communion

Scripture Reading

Closing Prayer

SUNDAY PM

Announcements

Opening Prayer

SSand Legdeg t

Lord’s Supper

Scripture Reading

Closing Prayer
WEDNESDAY

Announcements

Song Leader

Privileged to Serve...

JANUARY 17
The Stephens
The Smiths
James Long
James Long
Raymond Guy
Keith Lowrance
Don Giles
Elmer La Rue
Richard Parker
Kenneth Lock
David Dangar
Bobby Williams
Fred Glass

JANUARY 17
David Dangar
James Long

i 0 Eivid Dangar

ith Lowrance
Kenneth Lock
Michael Johnson

JANUARY 20
Wallace Smith
Wallace Smith
Larry Stubblefield

JANUARY 24
The Williams
The Healeys
Keith Lowrance
Keith Lowrance
Larry Stubblefield
Will Hutto

Bill Hutto

Ray Varner
Mike McBride
Wallace Smith
Fred Glass
Michael Johnson
Richard Parker

JANUARY 24
Kenneth Lock
R. D. Stephens
Kenneth Lock
Will Hutto
James Long
Ray Varner

JANUARY 27
Don Cowart
Don Cowart
Bruce Daniell

7 Repent of Sing Acts 17:30 Prayer
Wallace Smith Bobby Williams
. . USHERS R. D. Stephens Jeff Fisher
¥ Confess Christ as Savior NURSERY
Matthew 10:3233 JANUARY 17 CONTRIBUTION
AM: Ashley Thomp- COUNTERS
. . .. . ) son Wallace Smith
¥ Be baptized into Christ Galatians 3:27 Tami Thomp-
son
¥ Live a faithful Christian life i ANUARY 24 If you are unable to serve at your ap-

pointed time, please call Ken Lock @
7702945247

Revelation 2:10 AM: Janine Lock

Helen Glass
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