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“Made Nigh In The Blood of Jesus” I
by Tom Wacaster

I have been profitably engaged in a study of the book of Ephesians with
the determination that I shall, in the very near future, submit my notes to the
printer for publication. The book of Ephesians is a wonderful treatise on the
church of Jesus Christ. There is a fine thread that runs through this epistle that
is set forth in the first part of this letter, and upon which our attention is focused
time and again. Succinctly stated, it is the amazing truth that “now in Christ
Jesus ye that once were far off are made nigh in the blood of Christ” (Eph. 213)
It is the last seven words upon which I want to focus your attention in this
week’s “Tom’s Pen.”

A glorious hope is held out to the recipients of this letter. Yes, at one
time they were “alienated from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from
the covenant of his promise, having no hope and without God in the
world” (2:12). “But now...” — NOW — as members of the body of Christ their
hopelessness and despair has been washed away. NOW — they no longer stand
far off, but near to God and His Son. NOW — they are “in Christ,” and in fellow-
ship with the Father. NOW — they have access to every spiritual blessing (1:3).
What a contrast! How can any Christian read these beautiful words and fail to
bow in humble appreciation for having been cleansed. The word “nigh” could
mean near in time or near in distance. Here the apostle is expressing, not physi-
cal distance, but spiritual distance. Paul sets forth a contrast between their for-
mer state where they were “without God, having no hope” and their present state
wherein they enjoyed fellowship with the Father. They were made “nigh” in that
they were now permitted to draw near to God; and that because of the blood of
Christ!

The blood of Jesus is the ransom for souls in bondage to sin. Without the
blood there could be no redemption (cf. 1 Pet. 1:18-19). The late Robert Ingersol
was fond of referring to Christianity as “blood religion.” Although he said this in
derision, it is true that Christianity IS blood religion. You cannot separate the
blood of Christ from the preaching of the gospel. Why should this surprise us? If
men will look at history they will notice that every upward movement in the his-
tory of the world is a movement that is paved with blood. It is because that in
the shedding of blood we see the greatest devotion and love a man might have
for another, whether it be love for God or love for one’s fellow man. We call
this vicarious suffering. Some years back we filed the following. We do not
know the author, but we share it with our readers because of the force of its mes-
sage: To be continued.....Lee




WHY BECOME A MEMBER
OF THE CHURCH OF CHRIST

Why should a person become a member of the church of
Christ? I wish to offer some good reasons for your considera-
tion. The Scriptures are found at the end of each reason so we
can look up the references carefully.

1 Because it was founded by the Scriptural builder — Christ
(Matt. 16:18

1 Because it was founded on the Scriptural foundation — the
teachings of Christ (Matt. 16:18; 1 Cor. 3:11; Eph. 2:20).

1 Because it was founded at the Scriptural place — Jerusa-
lem (Isa. 2:2-3; Lk. 24:46-49; Acts 2)

1 Because it was founded at the Scriptural time — the first
Pentecost following the resurrection of Christ (Acts 2,
“church” used in the present tense for the first time).

1 Because it is Scriptural in name (Matt. 16:18; Rom.
16:16)

1 Because it is Scriptural in organization (Phil. 1:1).

1 Because it has the Bible as its only creed (2 Tim. 3:16-
17; 2 Peter 1:3).

1 Because it is undenominational (John 17:20-21).

1 Because it teaches and administers Scriptural baptism —

immersion (Matt. 28:18-19; Acts 8:36, 38; John 3:23;
Rom. 6:4).

1 Because it gives Scriptural answers to the question,
“What must I do to be saved?” (Acts 2:38; 22:126; Mark
16:16).

1 Because of its Scriptural teaching and observance of the
Lord’s Supper (1 Cor. 11:23-25; Acts 20:7; 2:42).

1 Because it has Scriptural music in worship (Eph. 5:19;
Col. 3:16).

9 Because salvation is in Christ’s church (Acts 20:28; 2:47,
Eph. 5:23; Col. 1:18)

Friend, why not obey the simple Gospel of Christ
today? Sin condemns one’s soul eternally — but God has given
His Son, making it possible for sin to be removed through
obedience to the Son’s will. But, all is in vain unless one
obeys!

There are so many “religions” - it is confusing until
one can objectively view the Bible. Upon looking to the Old
Testament and seeing the Kingdom (church) in prophecy; the
Messiah would come, and the details given that men could
identify Him; and then in the life of Christ, the Son actually
stating some were hearing His voice that would not taste of
death until the Kingdom (church) came with power (Mark
9:1). Then Acts 2 records for us some of the events that took
place on the day of Pentecost, the time when the Lord’s
church began.

We can become a member of that same church today
— the one that Christ said He would build (Matt. 16:18); the
one that is found within the pages of the inspired Bible. By
doing what they did then — we can become that they became
then — JUST CHRISTIANS! If we can assist you in your
obedience to Christ, please allow us to do so.  -Copied
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Members
Polly Giles Linda Parker Melvin
Cargle
Eileen La Rue Dorothy Wheeler Modeen
Addington Mary Cargle Cora
Davis Connie Cowart

Friends and Family

Robert C. Anderson (multiple sclerosis, son-in-law of Dorothy
Schreiber)

Don Cobb (severe problems with heart replacement, brother of
Mike Upchurch)

Josephine Toussaint (failing health, mother of the Musgraves)
Stan Coleman (taking new cancer agent, no new cancer
growths brother of Warren Coleman)

Harold Hubbard (cancer in lymph node, life-long friend of Fred
Glass)

Dean Hampton (lung cancer, grandmother of Misty Johnson)
Dad of Sue Healey (stomach cancer)

Janice Brandon (4th stage cancer, chemo, relative of Peggie
Rhodes)

Bobby Gayton (prostate cancer, preacher at Cartersville Church
of Christ)

Rebekah Claire Richey (NICU, critical, premature birth, daugh-
ter of Neil Richey, preacher at Piedmont Road Church of
Christ)

Lloyd Fisher (cancer, father of a friend of Lee Davis an Ray
Varner)

Yvette Frey (looking for cause of illness, daughter of Daisy
Leverance)

Donna Boden (blood clot in heart and leg, daughter of the Car-
gles)

Joe Morrisey (after surgery cannot see or hear, friend of co-
worker of Ashley Thompson)

Katie Mayhall (Hospitalized, much improved, sister of Peggie
Rhodes)

Marie Sanders (hospitalized, respiratory problems, mother of
Dean Smith)

Scott Galloway (head on collision, member at Cartersville con-
gregation)

Grandfather of Christina (heart attack and stroke)

Military Serving Overseas

Michael Mince, nephew of Peggie Rhodes Alex Highfield, nephew of

Birthdays & Anniversa-

01/05 Elizabeth Gooch
X 01/06 Eileen La Rue
‘ 01/07 Elizabeth Grimes




NEWS FROM NORTH COBB...

Events & Activities at North

01/05 Bible Correspondence Group @ 9:30 a.m.
01/09 Men’s Work Day @ 9:00 a.m.

01/11 Monday Night for the Master @ 6:00 p.m.
01/16 Men’s Business Meeting and Breakfast @ 8:30
01/17 a.m.

01/22 Third Sunday Singing

01/31 Friday Night Congregational Fellowship @
02/13 6:30

Mends Wor k Day.

A Men’s Work Day has been scheduled for Saturday, Janu-
ary 9 at 9:00 a.m. If you have questions, please see Wallace
Smith.

Attention Men...

Larry Stubblefield has called a meeting for the men of the
congregation on Sunday, January 10th, to make plans for the
Ladies Appreciation Banquet on February 13th. Please meet
down front in the auditorium following morning worship on
January 10th.

Mends Business Meeting
The next Men’s Business Meeting and Breakfast is sched-
uled for January 16 at 8:30 a.m. All men of the congregation
are encouraged to attend.

Third Sunday Singing...

January 17 is our 3rd Sunday Singing. There will be no Fel-
lowship Meal on this date due to the 5th Sunday Congrega-
tional Update and Luncheon on January 31st.

Friday Night Fellowship...

A congregational Friday Night Fellowship is being planned
for January 22 at 6:30 p.m. Please bring your favorite cov-
ered dishes, drinks and desserts.

5th Sunday Congregational Update...

January 31st is our S5th Sunday Congregational Update. The
business update will be at the beginning of the Bible class
period. After worship services we will enjoy a covered dish
luncheon in the Fellowship Hall. Ladies, please bring your
favorite Mexican dishes, drinks and desserts.

We will reassemble in the auditorium for Prayer
Service which will serve as our 6:00 p.m. worship. There
will be someone at the building at 6:00 p.m. for those who
could not attend Sunday morning.

Thank You...

To Our Brothers & Sisters at North Cobb,

We would like to thank you for your prayers, visits, cards,

and overwhelming love during my recent hospital visit. It

makes us feel so loved and blessed. May God Bless You all
Bob & Sue Healey

WELCOME VISITORS!

YOU ARE OUR HONORED GUESTS

We are pleased the Lord has brought you to
our worship services. We pray He will bless you as we
worship Him today.

Please fill out the visitors card located on the
back of the pew and pass it to the center aisle. We
would like a record of your attendance.

Hearing Impaired equipment is
Please ask the usher for assistance.

available.

Ovrder of Worship 8 Wednesday Night Ser-
vices

Beginning Wednesday, January 6th, the order of our
Wednesday night services will change. We will begin classes
promptly at 7:00 p.m. and assemble at 7:45 for a devotional.

Order Classes will begin at 7:00 p.m.
1st bell at 7:35 p.m.
2nd bell at 7:40 p.m.

5 minutes to assemble for devotional

Devotional begins at 7:45 pm — £:00 p m

Out of the Mouths of Children

On a trip to the park one day, Billy’s grandmother asked
him,, “Aren’t the flowers and trees beautiful? It looks like an
artist painted this scenery. Did you know that God created
this beautiful scene for us?”

Billy answered proudly, “Yes, I think God created the
trees and flowers and he used only his left hand.”

Billy’s grandmother was confused as to where Billy could
have gotten such a notion so she asked, “What makes you
think God only used his left hand to create this scene?”

“Well,” Billy answered, “we learned in Sunday School
last week that Jesus sits on God’s right hand.”

Good News Today with James Watkins
DirectTV Channel 323, Sunday & Thursday 8§ AM
Dishnet Channel 9407, Sunday & Thursday Noon

Preaching the Gospel - James Watkins, Speaker
Inspirational Channel 7:00 A.M. on Sundays

In Search of the Lord’s Way — Mac Lyon — Speaker
WATC-TV - Channel 57 at 7:30 A.M. on Sundays

WEEKLY CONTRIBUTION

Sunday, December 27
$2,083.00

Sunday, December 20
$3,166.00




Lee Davis
Minister

Office

e-mail ad-
dress

770-424-6611

Cell 678-907-9911

e-mail

e.leedavis@gmail.com

770-424-6611

Fax No: (770) 424-6012

ncccoffice@bellsouth.net

Godos

an of

¥ Hear the gospei Romans 10:1517
7 Believe the gospél Mark 16:1516
¥ Repent of Sing Acts 17:30

¥ Confess Christ as Savior
Matthew 10:3233

¥ Be baptized into Christ Galatians 3:27

¥ Live a faithful Christian life 1
Revelation 2:10
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Privileged to Serve...

SUNDAY AM
Prep Communion
Greeters

Song Leader
Announcements
Opening Prayer
Communion

Scripture Reading
Closing Prayer

SUNDAY PM
Announcements

Song Leader
Lordds Supp
Scripture Reading
Closing Prayer

WEDNESDAY
Announcements
Song Leader
Prayer

USHERS

NURSERY

JANUARY 3

AM: Dawn

Stubblefield
Sue Healey

JANUARY 10
AM: Jo Nell Hutto
Sarah Dangar

o

JANUARY 3
The Smiths
Peggie Rhodes
Daisy Leverance
David Dangar
David Dangar
Elmer La Rue
Don Giles
Mike McBride
Mike Upchurch
Tim Thompson
Andrew Roby
Richard Parker
Bill Hutto
Bruce Daniell

JANUARY 3
Keith Lowrance
Ered Glass
Igfith Lowrance
Don Giles

Bobby Williams
Don Cowart

JANUARY 6
Don Cowart
Don Cowart
Jeff Fisher

Bob Healey
Will Hutto

CONTRIBUTION

COUNTERS

Wallace Smith

JANUARY 10
The Huttos
The Williams

Kenneth Lock
Kenneth Lock
Ray Varner
Larry Stubblefield
Bobby Williams
Wallace Smith
Bob Healey
Jeff Fisher

Fred Glass

Will Hutto
David Dangar

JANUARY 10
James Long
Richard Parker
James Long
Larry Stubblefield
Andrew Roby
Wallace Smith

JANUARY 13
Keith Lowrance
Keith Lowrance
R. D. Stephens

Tim Thompson
Don Giles

If you are unable to serve at your ap-
pointed time, please call Bobby Williams
@ 7709745868
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